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the Dykes Medal Winners 
Tops in the Iris Worid 


If you are already an Iris lover, or just a beginner, this will be big Iris news to 
you: Now for the first time Schreiner’s Gardens is making available at these 
popular prices, five winners of the Dykes Medal—highest award an Iris can win. 


In addition, this year Schreiner’s offers scores of exciting iris on these two pages 
—some new pinks, a collection of giants, new and noteworthy award winners 
including the 5 iris of the year. Choose the most beautiful Iris it is possible for 
any garden to produce from these collections. Schreiner’s Iris are guaranteed 





for quality. You receive only large, vigorous, Oregon-grown roots that produce 
an ever increasing yield of gorgeous blooms each year. 

















DYKES WINNERS KING SIZE 
y COLLECTION §&} Giant tris for....... : s5.00 
7) Real king size flowers. Imagine individual flowers 
she y SS iris pictured............. $10.50 up to 8B” on toll 38” stems with os many as 12 
eX “ flowers per stem 


TRULY YOURS, ruffled white and gold... .$4.00 PER °. ,; $2.00 
MARY RANDALL, luscious rose..... ney sgacintade Sp eal oo 
HELEN McGREGOR, wonderful light blue... 1. PINK FORMAL. rich abun ahah SRR est 


CHERIE, exquisite flamingo pink..... vee 2. WHITE TOWER, mossive snow white........ 
ARGUS PHEASANT, rich brown. ......... . ZANTHA, o whopper gold yellow.......... 
TOTAL VALUE $16.00 REGULARLY SELLS FOR $7.50 
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SCHREINER’S GARDENS Rovte 2, Box 3278, Salem, Ore. 
Please send me the following for which | am enclosing 


Se ee 

(C0 Dykes Medal Collecti -$10.50 
i) Se GD vo psacesenes cooscss SD 
CO 5 Iris of the year, selected by experts.......ssscceecesecesss 5.00 
C Bive Ribbon Collection, 12 award winners, only 8.00 
C1 Fabulous Flamingos, 6 only............+ e 

(CI Classics Collection. Choose 10, only........++ 

( 1957 Iris Book (no charge if you order Iris from 
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July is day-lily month in the 
garden and also in Flower 
Grower. The Home Garden 
Guide to Day-lilies will fea- 
ture articles on the culture, 
varieties, and history of day- 
lilies, the story of day-lilies 
in a West Virginia garden, 
the new pink day-lilies, and 
4 pages of drawings and 
plans showing many ways to 
use them in your garden. 
Scattered among the day- 
lilies, you will find articles on 
pansies, iris, and the water- 
ing needs of the midsummer 
garden, and mouth-watering 
recipes for home-grown to- 
matoes. 
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gr cape cane SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
The 


New 2 woluane pe a 
whole field of ga 


*} soils, Gowetn sbreve 

fruits, vegetables—covered 
by experts in queens and ALL ABOUT THE PERENNIAL 
answers. Nearly 1,500 GARDEN — Montague Free. 
ages, 400 illustrations. America’s top expert tells 
$4.55 5 in orig. 1-vol. ed. you every step in the mak- 
ing of a beautiful peren- 
“ described. 153 photes, in- 
! . ed. 

$5.95 
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COMPLETE BOOK OF BULBS— 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther 
Grayson, Two experts tell 
you vr about plan- 
ning, p’ S poe ly ra 
of 100 ardy a 
tender. Includes a beney 
bulb selecting ag A = 
118 photos and drawings, 
31 in color! Pub. ed. 


agree to buy os few as four 
selections in the next 24 months. 


up Tro $15.95 vatue In pus. EDITIONS 


ES, choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and useful illus- 
trated books on this page for less than the price of one! 
With this big money-saving offer is included FREE member- 











Club offers best newly published 
in all fields of y an editorial panel of experts in- 
Free, former for the lyn 
Garden, and F. Rockwell, well-known gardening 
are ifully printed and bound, illus- 
trated, often with and paintings by famous - 
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wusst tan By J _ the price of ” editions! Selections cover 
TURES — Montague pee MAGIC WORLD OF FLOWER AR- trees, , shrubs, house plants, 
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authority show you how 


ou can increase the num- you don’t have to take one every 
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and garden by division, 1 and months—yes, only 4 books during 
grafting, cutting, layering 4 luxurious 84” your first two years as 

rooting, sowing seeds 


spores, etc. Pub. ed. $4.95 





11” book with 100 dramatic eee ee age eae 
ae FREE BONUS BOOKS! With every 
10.00 





GERANIUMS FOR HOME AND 
GARDEN—Helen K. Krauss. 
The most complete ide 
to geranium care and cul- 
tivation ever published! 
760 different plants de- 
scribed — garden types, 
dwarfs, ivy-leaved, scented- 
leaved, show plants, hy- 
brids, etc. Illustrated. 
Pub. ed. $5.00 


COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS— 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther Gray- 
son. How to use annuals to 
best effect, in succession plant- 
ing and by themselves, for 
continuous flowers from spring 
to frost. Cultural information 


on 50 tracts photos ax ee 
ro a WHAT'S NEW IN GARDENING—Dr. T aan, 
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illustrated, step-by-step 


plants and flowers, new fruits Dept. 6-FG, Garden City, New York 
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small city plot to a Address 
country acre! Packed | City & 
with step-by-step pro- 


State 
TO RESIDENTS OF CANADA: Selection price slightly higher. Address 
American Garden Guild (Canada), 105 Bond St., Toronto 2. Offer good in 
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cedures, “how-t 
it” photographs, 
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NOW give your garden the never-before-possible benefits 


AMAZING NEW GROWTH 
PLANTS GROW UP 10 


STERN’S Mire-Con A Special Horticultural 


Results proved by leading university plant scientists A= since the beginning of history, man has 









been striving to unravel the secrets of plant growth 
.+- especially how to make healthy growth take place 
faster. Science has now made a tremendous breach in the 
unknown, with the discovery of gibberellin—a plant 
growth stimulant capable of doubling or tripling the 
growth of most plants. And garden-wise Stern’s Nurs- 
eries has translated this wonderful discovery into a 
practical, economical form for the home gardener. 


MAKES PLANTS GROW TO SPECTACULAR SIZE 


Twenty-three years ago, the original plant growth-stimulating 
substance, Gibberella ujikuroi, was discovered. During those 23 
— while plant scientists have been delving into its amazing 
rties, chemists have been striving to produce its essence— 
gibi rellin. And now, finally, Merck & Co.’s great research labora- 
a tories have succeeded. And so important to gardeners, Stern’s 
The lent fen the left, - ate an Jptuetoming age _— Borers a See + me : ——— 
4 sen bs @ practical horticultural formulation of gibberellin for home 
Stern's Nurseries. the large, 
See uot tad dene cenntenel with ih, garden use—MIRA-CELL. 
untreated) leaf the right. 


How Stern’s Mira-Cell works... 
INCREASES SIZE OF PLANT CELLS 


Stern’s MIRA-CELL creates a healthy hunger in plants, encouraging 
increased food intake for faster growth. It is not a hormone or 
fertilizer, but a new type of plant growth stimulant. When spr rayed 
on plants, MIRA-CELL increases.the size of the plants’ cells. Bigger 
cells mean quicker growth. Longer stems! Frequently, more buds 
per stem! Bigger leaves! More flourishing plants! Stern’s M1IRA- 
CELL stimulates — to make most efficient use of the foods 
which are available to them—actually opens more surfaces for 
nature’s own wonderful chlorophyll process of photosynthesis to 
take place...to produce healthy dark green growth! Because 
MIRA-CELL increases the plant’s “appetite”, regular feeding with 
a proven water-soluble plant food such as Stern’s MIRACLE-GRO is 
extremely effective in producing spectacular growth. 





Larger gloxinia was 
sprayed with 10 ppm 


an sealing: + Wea STERN’S MIRA-CELL MAKES FLOWERS BLOOM 


smaller at that 

time identical in_size, ALMOST WHEN YOU WANT THEM 

os chet a ane 

was 

later. MIRA-CELL may be used to “time” flowering—speeding it up in some 


plants, holding it back in others. Its active ingredient has reduced 

time for seed production of biennials from 2 years to 6 months. 

Treated oe yong — LS rw ae serene det os 5 ae: oe 
soaked n - -per- ion solution sprou 

imagine plants 4 Neg pai = as big as ov Fagan he ever had, growing earlier, had a higher paneeelaae a germination, and produced 

a aeaet Benes = ne . ey a more Sourishing plants. Dramatic results have also been achieved 

oe ab wend — hrsore? rmal beig ht. coe cae ener Haw | breaking dormancy. Many plants which have previously re- 


geraziums up to three feet t tall ares Gianteise giadioll A lnwn fecctes3e Geist asthe cee ae a7 neth have 


that’s greener, lusher, thicker! be yours, within weeks, 
if you order Stern’s Semen now. ha oy er these are —- “ the 


Seiten joanne ttre a LOFTS Nar rseries 
attained with reobecdllin the axis 


ve ingredient in mons *G1BREL brand gibberellin plant growth suhgtance manufactured 
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of one of nature’s most important secrets of srowtl! 


STIMULANT MAKES 


3 TIMES BIGGER 


Formulation Containing GIBIREL, A Product of Merck & Co. 


STERN’S MIRA-CELL PRODUCES 
RAPID TURF GROWTH 


Greenhouse experiments on mature grasses have shown remark- 
able results in extra They would seem to indicate an 


= oA tor. yo 
area with MIRA-CELL, add 
Sj (Gods or fertiliser, f —— iene eet Gon ait onan 
so early, the rich green turf 
become so well estab 


sagt You Silk ear tenes acaba hone 
a little goes a long way 


Pak single 500-milligram t of Stern’s MIRA-CELL contains 
Se ee makes 8 ounces —— of 
spray in the most desirable concentration ...10 parts 
Since many plants need only 1 treatment a season, and since only 
10 parts per million of Gibrel are required, you can treat an entire 
garden for a whole year for ae the cost fa a house plant. Spray 
plants gently with a fine mist of MIRA-CELL, until the spray starts 
to-run off. Then feed —— with Stern’s MIRACLE-GRO or r 
fone pa food. You'll start to see results before you 
now i 


Making headline news in leading publications 
Leading horticultural and agricultural es have hailed this 
remarkable — lant bgp stimulant. Farm Journal calls it “a 
miracle growth ©, and quotes noted plant scientists who 
refer to it in these terms: ibly the Bo important plant 


ea* (factor) found so far. a “It may solve . rmancy p 
= in ... bulbs particularly.” The Florists Exchange says of it: 
“All were 


at the results attained in plant growth. poo ne 1 

product has so many possibilities that even the scientists marve 

And the Michigan State “Quarterly Bulletin”, Plant Physiolog 

and Kase scientific publications report even more Physio 

resu 

And now, America’s foremost newspapers — including the N. ¥. 

Times and Herald Tribune — and leading national magazines are 

telling how these results are changing long-held theories of plant 
growth and nutrition overnight. Even as you read this, a whole 

new era in horticulture begins! 


Discover exciting new uses for Mira-Cell in your garden 


Now you can share with laboratory experimenters the thrill of 
working with one of the most exciting discoveries in horticultural 
history. No one yet ae nem the miracles MIRA-CELL can work. You 
can enjoy the da: te -day excitement of setting up your own experi- 
mental group o pe .. actually compa growth between 
treated and ~neahell plants. Get MIRA-CELL now, and be among 
the first anywhere to aa this horticultural miracle! 


Extremely limited quantities available! Order now! 


MIRA-CELL is still available only in limited quantities, on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Unless a we — now, we cannot guaran- 


tee delivery. Send your order in 


Entire contents copyrighted, 
Stern’s Nurseries. Inc., 1957 


DEPT. G, GENEVA, N. Y. 


by, and trademark G1BREL licensed by, MERCK & Co., INc. 
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se These Plants Definitely Respond to Stern’s Mira-Cell 

DAHLIA AGERATUM ENGLISH BOXWOOD LOBLOLLY PINE 
— SALVIA RED LEAF MAPLE SUGAR MAPLE 
= =. ph — ne 
HOUSE PLANTS ORNAMENTALS 
AFRICAN VIOLET — CHRYSANTHEMUM GLADIOLUS 
ROLLY CRASSULA HYDRANGEA 
ORCHID a RHODODENDRON SEDUM 

Fa oan GRASSES 











ABSOLUTE MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


Use Stern's MIRA-CELL and Get Thrilling Growth Such As 
You've Never Seen Before, or Your Money Back! 

Use MIRA-CELL in any sprayer, atomizer or squeeze bottle that sprays 
a fine mist—or send $1 for Stern’s special 8-Oz. MIRA-CELL SPRAYER. 
Attention: Dealers and Commercial Users! You can get 
Stern's MIRA-CELL from Your MIRACLE-GRO Jobbes. 


Use Mira-Cell as directed for 
INEXPENSIVE COVERAGE! 


SAFE AND EASY TO HANDLE! Complete, easy directions enclosed with order. 
A single 500-milligram packet of MIRA-CELL contains 2.5 pe Sl of 
Gibrel, and makes 8 ounces (1 measuring cup) of MIRA-CELL mist—enough 
to treat dozens of plants with this, amazing growth stimulant. 
IMPORTANT: a gibberellin product must be mixed freshly before using. 
Only Stern’s packagés in this no-waste, easy-to-measure single-packet 
powder form. Mix it as you need it. 

HOME GARDEN SIZES 

6 packets (makes 6 measuring cups or 3 pints) $1.95 

12 packets (makes 12 measuring cups or 6 pints) $3.25 

18 packets (makes 18 measuring cups or 9 pints) $4.75 


PROFESSIONAL SIZES 
16-gram bottle (makes 2 =~. beppmperbag i¥e 
40-gram bottle (makes 5 gallons). . - -$16.00 
a tie petite (makes 10 gallons). . ..$29.00 
sizes contain 5 mg. of Gibrel per “gram 
Use or order 8-oz. MIRA-CELL SPRAYER — ny 
on cas 


$7.00 


ALL PRICES POSTPAID + SEND CHECK OR MONEY 
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LL Now! 


STERN'S NURSERIES, DEPT. = GENEVA, N. Y. 
Please send me POSTPAID the items checked below: 
STERN'S MIRA-CELL 
TD 6 Packets 2... eccceccenceenensht 9S 


Professional Sizes 
© 16-gram bottle ...............$ 7.00 
OD 12 packets .........cee$3.25 (0 40-gram bottle ................ $16.08 
1 18 Packets ......-.crccsveee $4.75 0) 80-gram $29.00 
C) STERN'S 6-oz. MIRA-CELL SPRAYER......$1.00 


Ey os feng BR be 
as directed, the 
be refunded at once. 





thrilling growth after using Stern's 
full amount of my purchase price will 





Addrece 





City. : _State. 
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But there’s an easier way... 
fast, sure, permanent! 


Is a smooth, green, weedfree 
lawn — without pulling or 
grubbing—worth $1 to you? 


Weedone can give it to you. 
Weedone’s special formula 
gives a fast, sure, permanent 
kill. Weeds stay killed and 
grass grows strong and 
healthy. Be sure you get 
b= “<S = fom “ee Weedone, the miracle weed 
Meee Appiiontos Stee nee'sise  Killer—now available in both 
Lorger sizes available liquid and dry forms. 


Kills Weeds...Kind to Grass 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. St. Joseph, Mo..+ AMBLER, PA. + Niles, Calif, 
. Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers 
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Readers’ 


Own Corner 


Tuberous Begonias 
Dear Editor: 

In your beautiful March issue you car- 
ried an authoritative article on tuberous 
begonias by Frank Reinelt of Capitola, 
California, Of special interest to me was 
the fact that the pictures of the specimen 
flowers and the one chosen to illustrate 
garden-grown begonias, although prob- 
ably unknown to Mr. Reinelt, were taken 
by Roche in my garden here in Northern 
New Jersey. What Mr. Reinelt also did 
not know was that these very flowers 
came from tubers from his own firm, 
Vetterle & Reinelt. 

Although my interest in tuberous be- 
gonias goes back to 1928 when I first 
saw large outdoor plantings of them in 
Belgium, I was inspired to grow them as 
garden plants only after a visit to Mr. 
Reinelt’s greenhouses in California. The 
development of these plants on the West 
Coast by Mr. Reinelt and others has 
been one of the most spectacular develop- 
ments of any plant in this generation.— 
Mrs. Lewis M. Hull, Boonton, N. J. 


Our Advertisers 
Dear Editor: 

I have been subscribing to FLOWER 
Grower for the past few years and have 
gained much pleasure and information 
from the magazine. I would like to share 
with other readers my experience with 
one of your advertisers. 

Last fall I purchased twenty-five seed- 
lings of evergreen trees from Musser 
Forests, Inc. During the summer I lost 
almost half of my seedlings. I wrote to 
Musser Forests for advice and was imme- 
diately informed that they would replace 
the complete order at no further cost 
to me. 

I was delighted and thought that other 
gardeners would like to know of the sat- 
isfaction in dealing with reliable nursery- 
men like Musser Forests, Inc.—S. Rogue, 
Baltimore, Md, 


Our Foreign Friends 
Dear Editor: 

I wonder if a reader of your most 
attractive magazine would care to ex- 
change show schedules, flower arrange- 
ment magazines, etc?—Mrs. Alice Mat- 
hews, F.R.H.S., Evening Hill Close, 
Bingham Avenue, Parkstone, Dorset, 
England. 


Dear Editor: 

I have just commenced subscribing to 
your magazine and find it most interest- 
ing. We have a garden magazine here 
called “Your Garden.” I wonder if any 
of your readers in America would care 
to correspond with me.—Mrs. Eileen 
Keam, Main Street, Rutherglen, Victoria, 
Australia. 


FLOWER CROWER 
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INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL 


Siose Seti 


NEWARK, NEW YORK 


JUNE 16 1o JUNE 30 


Our Rose Garden is at its most beautiful from 
June 25th on — be sure to see it then... and 
it is open to the public until October 15th 












Here are some scenes from 
our beautiful Rose Garden 





ROSE FESTIVAL 
ATTRACTIONS: 


@ More than 15 acres of 
the world’s finest Mod- 
ern Roses .. . Hybrid 
Teas, Floribundas, 
Tree Roses, Climbers, 
Novelties, All-Amer- 
ica Winners 


@ Important rose vari- 
eties growing under 
ideal conditions 


@ 4 new home-size rose 
gardens — showing 
you how you can use 
roses to best advan- 
tage in your garden 


e@ Magnificent 400-ft. 
Perennial Border 


@ Famous radio stars 
—and special events 


@ Our attendants al- 
ways willing to help 
you solve your garden- 
ing problems 


fackson and ZF. onhins Co. NEW YORK 


JUNE 1957 






Reserve Your FREE COPY of J&P’s New Fall 1957 
CATALOG OF ROSES! 


In a few weeks, our brand-new Fall 1957 
Catalog of Roses and Perennials will be 
ready for general distribution. To make 
sure that you receive your free copy, mail 
the coupon at once—and we will send you 
a copy as soon as it comes off the press. 
You won’t want to miss this exciting new 
issue—for it contains all the brand-new 
J&P Roses—as well as all the established 
favorites—plus scores of hardy J&P Per- 
ennials—plus money-saving group offers, 
planting hints, etc. Remember—to re- 
serve your free copy, mail coupon NOW. 


HOW TO GET TO J&P 
Newark, NEW YORK, is on 
Route 31, between Syracuse 
and Rochester. Or, Route 88, 
East Exit 42 or West Exit 
43, if you are on the Thru- 
way. Also on the main lines 
of the New York Central 
R. R. and Greyhound Busses. 
so om reser ee 

JACKSON & PERKINS CO, 

25 Rose Lane, Newark, New York J 
Please reserve for me a FREE copy of your big, new Jj 
Fall 1957 Rose Catalog, picturing and describing the i 
newest and best in easy-to-grow J&P Modern Shae 
and Perennials ...all in full natural color. I am to | 
receive my copy as soon as it comes off the press, 


Nome 





Address. 
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Readers’ Ideas 


STRAWBERRY BED 
by Mrs. Herman Jones, Mo. 

Eight times as many strawberries 
can be grown in a pyramidal circular 
bed 6 feet in diameter as in a level bed 
of the same size. 

The bed is made of a series of alumi- 
num bands filled with earth. The long- 
est, bolted to form a 6-foot circle, is 
placed on the ground and filled with 
soil. Then 4 more bands of decreasing 
size are added and filled, each one hav- 
ing an 8-inch terrace for the plants. 
A core of sand, inserted in the center 
of the bed down to the bottom layer, 
simplifies watering and fertilization. 
Any good soil mixed with peat moss is 
recommended to fill the pyramid. The 
bed accommodates about 75 plants. 


ROSE CUTTINGS 
by Grace L. Ashton, Kan. 

A rose-bush slip or cutting will take 
root quickly if you stick it in a white 
potato. 


DECORATIVE TOADSTOOLS 
by E. A. Brenner, Penna. 

Large toadstools, which may be 
found in shady forests and beneath 
wet cliffs, can be dried, painted or shel- 
lacked, and used as decorations in the 
home. 


FRUIT TREE GARDEN 
by Mrs. Hallie M. Barrow, Mo. 

I plant my early vegetable garden 
in circles around young fruit trees. 
Under some trees I have spinach, rad- 
ishes, mustard greens and the prized 
rhubarb chard used in flower arrange- 
ments. Under another tree I plant my 
special cabbages—a dozen heads of 
crinkly leaved Savoy and Red Rock. 

This planting plan benefits the trees 
by keeping down weeds around thém 
and enables me to plant vegetables 
early, as it is always possible to put in 
a few seeds under the trees when it is 
still too wet to lay out rows and beds 
in the vegetable garden. Nor do I have 
to tear out the early plants to make 
way for later plantings in the big gar- 
den. Each winter I put a heavy mulch 
of barnyard fertilizer and sand around 
the trees. 

Vegetable patches around fruit trees 
are both attractive and practical, giving 
an unusual beauty to the grounds and 
providing more early vegetables with 
less work. 


CHILDREN, GOATS AND DOGS 
by Miss Wilhelmina Krause, Ill. 
Small children, goats and dogs tram- 
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dieldrin 


makes the difference! 
Powerful insecticide kills undersoil pests 
that cause ugly brown, bare patches in lawns 


Even the best-kept lawns are 
often ruined by insect damage 
below the soil. Tiny soil pests 
chew up grass roots, causing brown 
patches and bare spots. You can 
protect your lawn against this 
unsightly damage by applying 
powerful, long-lasting dieldrin 
early in the season. 

Dieldrin controls ants, white 
grubs, sod webworms (lawn moths), 
mole crickets, and a host of other 
lawn pests. An inexpensive one- 


shot treatment with dieldrin will 

control soil insects for years. 
Make certain that your lawn is 

not attacked by soil insects this 

year. Treat with powerful, long- 

lasting dieldrin. Your garden 

supply or hardware dealer 

well-known brand 

formulations con- 

taining this proved, 

effective lawn in- 

secticide. Ask for 

dieldrin. 


SHELL CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
460 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 











ple seedlings. To save your seedlings 
make a shelter of croquet wickets over 
them. These wire shields are more at- 
tractive and convenient than wooden 
stakes or high picket fences. 


WAXED CAMELLIAS 
by Mrs. W. R. Chadick, La. 

To make a long-lasting arrangement 
of camellias without sacrificing plant 
growth, snip the blossoms close—al- 
most no stem at all. Punch a hole in 
the stem with an ice pick and insert a 
short length of twig or drinking straw. 
Holding the cameltia lightly between 
a pair of tongs, dip it in melted paraf- 
fin. Let the surplus wax drip off, then 


Why do husbands leave home? 
Because they can leave their lawn to 
the sprinkler that waters an entire 
lawn in one setting...yet it costs less 


ordinary sprinklers... & 95 


4 models starting at only 
MELNOR’S SWINGIN’ SPRAY 


RECTANGULAR OSCILLATING SPRINKLER 
Now, grow a richer, greener lawn with the one 
sprinkler you won't have to watch or move! Just 


lay the blossom on wax paper to 
harden. Be sure the wax seals the 
twig completely. Attach the waxed 











dial area coverage you want. it waters 
rectangular lawns fully and evenly, reaches 
every corner. No dry spots, no puddles. 
Write for FREE sprinkling booklet. 


IWOUSTRIBS, JWG. 


Dept. F13, 300 De Witt Ave., Brooklyn 36, N. Y. 
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9 \ TRANSPLANTONE!", 


s 


every time? 


Have more fun—enjoy greater 
success—in your gardening. 
Use Transplantone for 
transplanting tomatoes, peppers, 
cabbage, strawberries, petunias, 
snapdragons, roses and many 
other plants—and also shrubs. 
You'll find it stimulates the 
growth of new roots. It also 
reduces loss of water; so the 
plant starts growing again in a 
much shorter time. 


TRANSPLANTONE 


The Hormone- 


Trial-size packet 25c 
3-oz. canister $1.00 





Vitamin Starter 





by the makers of 
world-famous WEEDONE® 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Agricultural Division 
St. Joseph, Mo. * AMBLER, PA. ¢ Niles, Calif. 
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camellia with soft wire or green ad- 
hesive tape to sprays of green shrub- 
bery such as glossy ligustrum (L. 
lucidum). Take care the paraffin is 
not too hot, and handle the blossoms 
carefully so that the delicate petals are 
not bruised. 

The resulting arrangement will stay 
beautiful for weeks. This method may 
also be used to utilize single petals 
which have fallen from the plant.® 





Annual Rose Day 


e The Fifteenth Annual Rose Day 
will be celebrated at The New 
York Botanical Garden on June 
13. Dr. Cynthia Westcott, plant 
pathologist, lecturer and author, 
Director of the American Rose 
Society and past president of the 
North Jersey Rose Scciety, will 
speak on “A Plant Doctor Grows 
Roses.” Mrs. Milton A. Hescock, 
well-known arranger, will give a 
demonstrafion on how roses may 
be used in arrangements. 

Dr. P. P. Pirone, Plant Patholo- 
gist of The New York Botanical 
Garden, will be moderator during 
the clinic on rose care and culture. 
T. H. Everett and Howard Swift 
will serve as co-chairmen of the 
guest experts, who will be Edwin 
De T. Bechtel, W. H. Boxman, 
Stephen G. Cutting, Robert W. 
Eisenbrown, A. D. Mollin, Theo- 
dore A. Weston and Dorothea 
Bobbink White. 

The rose garden may be in- 
spected between 9:45 and 11:45 
A.M., with the experts available 
to answer questions. 
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BROADRIPPLE 


E WORLD’S LARGEST IRIS 


ACTUAL SIZE—NO FOOLING! 


This softly-colored aster-blue iris is not only the world’s largest, but also one of the 
most beautiful. Firm, shapely, thick-petaled and durable, Broadripple is not merely 
huge. A California fancier wrote:—“Terrific can’t describe it!” A Michigan dealer FREE 
wrote:—“Broadripple made a great hit in our shows and grows vigorously.” 
Introduced in 1952 at $20.00 a plant, Broadripple can now be offered at $3.00 COLOR 
each, postpaid. Order from this ad before stocks are —— You will also BOOK of 


receive our big 36 page color book describing hundreds of irises and day- 
lilies. Write now to IRIS and 


EQDENWALD GARDENS — 


Dept. F.G., VINCENNES, INDIANA LILIES 
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Even this very finest of electric 
lawn trimmers will be of scant inter- 
est to those who enjoy crawling around 
on hands and knees trimming lawn 
edges. Many do. It’s consid- 
ered excellent exercise— 
and, for those, we 
have hand grass shears 
that are unsurpassed 
anywhere in the 
world. BUT... 


FOR BUSY / PEOPLE 


... those who 
want to save 
time for golf, or 
tennis or boat- 
ing and bathing— 
or just loafing — 
the electric lawn 
trimmer is the 
greatest time and 
work saver since the 
introduction of the 
power lawn mower. 


ELECTRIC 
LAWN TRIMMER 
DELUXE 

No. 700 
with Underwriters’ 
Approval 
$29.95 


STANDARD 
MODEL 
pow Bg The S Smith 
9. he Seymour Smit! 

$2195 Electric Lawn Trim- 
mer rolls along easily, 
cuts even the toughest 
grass and weeds and does 
a wonderfully neat job 
in almost no time. And 
you do it standing up— 
not on hands and knees. 
No lame back, no sore 
knees. 


Your dealer has these and other fine 
Seymour Smith garden tools —or can get 
them for you. Or write us. 


SEYMOUR SMITH & SON, INC. 
306 Main Street, Oakville. Conn. 





Northern 
Pointers 


by MONTAGUE FREE 
(Hyde Park, New York) 


Succession planting; tropical water 
lilies; black-spot on roses; pruning; 
naturalized bulbs; flowers for drying. 


Ss marage PLANTING — Plan to 
plant for succession in the vege- 
table garden—bush beans to follow 
spinach, tomatoes to follow peas, et 
cetera. There is less erosion of the sur- 
face soil when the ground is covered 
with a crop and it enables you to get 
the utmost from the garden. 

e@ Tropical water-lilies—If planted 
out before the water is warm—about 
70°—they just stand still. From Phil- 
adelphia northward, usually it is not 
safe to plant them before the middle of 
June. 

¢ Black-spot on roses—Control the 
fungous disease on roses known as 
black-spot to prevent defoliation and 
subsequent weakening of the plants. 
Apply a fungicide about once a week 
—more frequently if rains or heavy 
dews occur. Proprietary dusts con- 
taining ferbam and sulfur take care of 
black-spot and mildew and, if com- 
bined with DDT, will control most 
insects. If you prefer to spray, special 
preparations are available. 

e Pruning — Formal deciduous 
hedges should be sheared before the 
new growth has thoroughly hardened. 
Rhododendron (do not cut off any 
leaves) and lilac may be pruned now 
by removing the old flower clusters. 
Wait until the “June drop” of fruits 
(apple, peach, pear, plum) has oc- 
curred before thinning them. First 
shake branches to remove all loosely 
attached fruits. Then thin by hand so 
fruits are no closer than 3 to 6 inches. 

eNaturalized bulbs—If naturalized 
bulbs are to continue to thrive, you 
must wait until the foliage is yellow 
and withered before cutting it off. 
This same advice applies to bulbs in 
garden beds. However, seeds of an- 
nual flowers may be sown over the 
bulbs in the garden or bulbs may be 
dug wiih roots and leaves and planted 
in rows to ripen in an out-of-the-way 
garden. 

e Flowers for drying—Except per- 
haps in the northern and mountainous 
regions, the growing season is long 
enough to permit growing outdoors 
seeds of various “everlastings” for use 
in dried flower arrangements. Select 


from the following: quacking-grass 
(Briza major); strawflower (Heli- 
chrysum bracteatum); celosia (both 
the plumose and cockscomb types); 
helipterum (acroclinum); globe ama- 
ranth (Gomphrena_ globosa); shell 
flower (Molucella laevis), which has 
been given the absurd name “bells of 
Ireland”—it is native to Western 
Asia; and the limoniums—Limonium 
bonduelli, L. sinuatum and L. suwo- 
rowi. 


Question of the Month 


Q. When may cuttings of most 
shrubs be taken? 


A. Many shrubs may be propagated 
from cuttings taken between May and 
September. Insert cuttings in coarse 
sand, a mixture of sand and vermicu- 
lite or sand and peatmoss. To prevent 
wilting of foliage cover to keep air 
saturated with moisture—use either a 
closed coldframe or a cover made of 
polyethylene plastic.® 


Trophy awarded at 
African-Violet Convention 


At the recent convention of the 
African Violet Society of America, 
held in Cincinnati, Ohio, Mrs. John 
Wills of Elgin, Illinois, was presented 
with the FLowerR Grower Award. 
The presentation was- made by 


KELLER STUDIOS 


Montague Free presents trophy (note 
his reflection in tray) to Mrs. Claude 
Greeley, who accepts it for Mrs. Wills. 


FLOWER GROWER’s Senior Editor 
Montague Free. 

The Silver Plate Award is given for 
affiliated chapter leadership. Mrs. 
Wills has organized five African-violet 
chibs and is a successful hybridizer, 
with several registered named varieties 
to her credit. Because of an injury 
received in an automobile accident 
Mrs. Wills was unable to attend the 
convention.® 
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Southern 
Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 
(Meridian, Mississippi) 


Ce PRACTICES change from 
year to year—they are never 
completely static. As we gather more 
information from experimentation and 
tests, we change our practices in keep- 
ing with the new discoveries. Several 
years ago it was recommended that in 
the South chrysanthemum plants be 
set out in March; later this was 
changed to April. Many successful 
gardeners now hold that with the ex- 
ception of the cascades late May and 
early June is the very best time to 
plant chrysanthemums. 

June, I think, is a little late for 
setting out plants of the hardy types, 
but you can get mammoth blooms 
from the huge football kinds set out 
during the first half of this month. 
These late plantings will not give you 
as many flowers per plant as May 
plantings, but the plants usually grow 
well. When the large-flowering chrys- 
anthemums are planted too early there 
is danger of growth becoming stunted 
and the stems hardening, a condition 
from which the plants may never fully 
recover. But regardless of the time 
you plant, be sure to keep your chrys- 
anthemums well watered and fed. 
Continuous, vigorous growth is essen- 
tial for good flowers. 

e Growing cascade  chrysanthe- 
mums—From entries observed at sev- 
eral shows during the past few years 
it is apparent that there is a general 
misunderstanding about cascade chrys- 
anthemums. Many entries have been 
noted in the Southern shows that could 
have been more properly placed in the 
potted section of the hardy garden 
types. When grown solely for home 
decoration, you may train them in any 
form or fashion that meets your needs 
and whims, but the cascade sections 
of the show schedules are intended to 
cover plants grown in cascade form. 
The names of the varieties and how 
they are listed in the catalogs are of 
little concern, but the manner in which 
the plants are grown is vital. ANNA 
and CHERRY BLOssoM are popular 
cascade varieties, but we could hardly 
call them cascades unless they were 
grown in cascade form. Generally, 
the cascades are simply hardy garden 
varieties which have slender, wiry 
stems that are easily trained. All of 
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“FOR PERFECT ROSES | RECOMMEND 
TIME-TESTED TRI-OGEN” 


OR. CYNTHIA WESTCOTT 


author of The Gardener's Bug Book 


For Complete 





ROSE PROTECTION 


Time-tested and proven to be the most effec- 
tive stimulant for bigger, brighter blooms, 
vigorous foliage and longer producing bush- 
es, Tri-ogen is the only quick, sure way to 


TRI-OGEN 3-WAY ROSE SPRAY. 
The most thorough, economical 
and complete rose spray avail- 
able. Recommended for general 
garden use. Three-way protec- 
tion. I. Kills insects, 2. Stops 
fungus disease, 3. Feeds plants. 
Season kits $1.69 up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-WAY ROSE DUST. 


Powerful insecticide-fungicide F 


combination for those who prefer 


to dust rather than invest in spray = 


equipment. Extra large 10 oz. re- 
fillable gun $.98. Also in cans 


protect your roses and keep them 
free from black spot, mildew, and 
insect pests. Easy to apply and 
economical too. It is all that is 
needed for complete rose protec- 
tion. Available in three handy 
forms . . . spray, dust or bomb. 
Recommended by leading rosari- 
ans everywhere. 


TRI-OGEN 3-WAY ROSE FOOD. 
A scientifically-balanced, rose 
growing blend. Contains Hor- 
mones, Vitamin B,; and vital 
trace elements. Quick tonic 
effect and lasting benefits as- 
sures more active root systems, 
sturdier growth and more de- 
pendable blooms. Works won- 
ders on flowers, vegetables, 
lawns. 5-Ib. bag only $.89. 


TRI-OGEN ROSE AND 
FLOWER GARDEN BOMB. 
Famous Tri-ogen spray at finger 
tip control for complete work 
saving protection. Large 12 oz. 

bomb only $1.49. 


Write today for our free booklet, “How to Grow Big Beautiful Roses.” 
Rose Manufacturing Company, 135-67 Ogen Building, Beacon, N. Y. 
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unbeam Rain lina 


So easy-to-use 
=. Gives deep soil 


A fine and beautiful lawn must have adequate water. 
And you get it with this automatic Rain King. 
Provides maximum amount of water for the area 
set—500 gals. an hour on 30 Ibs. pressure—thor- 
ough saturation necessary for strong healthy turf. 
Also saves water because there’s less overshooting. 
So convenient—no tricky adjustments—the correct 
amount of water, the proper type of spray for the 
desired area—all with one easy finger-tip setting. 
It’s automatic. Famous Sunbeam longlasting quality 
oye 9 sam and years of satisfactory service. 
nly $9.95. 


A superior hedge 
trimmer—built and 

powered to last. Ends 

arm-aching drudgery. Answers all 
trimming needs—saves siene, gives 
professional results. Lig tweight 
—4\% lbs. Only $47.95. (Colorado 
‘& West, $48.25). 


© Sunbeam Corporation, 1957 


LOOK FOR THE MARK OF QUALITY <funbeam 
BEAM CORPORATION 600 W. Roosevelt Rd., Dept. 183, Chicago 50, Ill 








JUMBO 
All steel, large ca- 
pacity (4 cu. ft.). 
Edge of press- 
formed tray rein- 
forced with steel 
rod. Braces support 
tray, legs. Baked 
automotive finish. 
Pneumatic, semi- 
pneumatic or steel 
wheel. 


ACE 


Low-priced favor- 
ite. Lightweight. 
Sestins gies uppert 


a anak tray. 
Baked automotive 
finish, self- iobri 


ting beari 
cating Pein 


QUALITY PRODUCTS 
by 


LAWN SPRAYER SPREADERS 


Best controlled  appli- 7 models. Many patented 
cator for liquid fertili- > features. ‘‘Fertilizer 


OLDEST and LARGEST Miser” contrat, en. fix 


handle. 
WHEELBARROW MAKER mes, Nol bearings 
IN AMERICA a 


a , 
a 4 
a 1 
© 5 sizes. fates ; 
run complete —— 
© through high grade 4 2-in-1 SPREADER-CART 
LAWN and GARDEN CARTS 2 steel . Combination spreader and 4 
ly-built models. Low. # Rounded edges ft. eatures strong 
eared shown, has & prevent cutting aoe, wood a tender 13 adjust- 
er Foe a sod. Adjustable cunns 
fea- g scrapers. sh, nylon bearings, ‘‘Slots- 
tures gh “Tat “bottom, m ‘ ioe for spreading 
baked automotive finish. 


AT HARDWARE STORES & GARDEN SUPPLY Poe 


zers, insecticides, weed 
killers. Tank holds 3 

















them, so far as my experience goes, 
are well adapted to garden planting. 

Many plants grown as cascades are 
not sufficiently pinched. Pinch all 
laterals and side growths (but not the 
leader) regularly after they have made 
3 to 4 inches of growth. Many grow- 
ers stop pinching too early in the 
season; this results in too-long flower 
stems and an untidy appearance. Late 
pinching will give you not only shorter 
stems but many additional flowers. 

Cascades lend themselves to a great 
variety of uses. They may be grown as 
long cascades, oval shapes; they may 
be trained on trellises or permitted to 
cascade down from walls. With a little 
thought you will be able to work out 
many unique ways to use these lovely 
plants. 

Aphids are the leading insect en- 
emies of chrysanthemums in the South 
at this season; and leaf spot is the 
most troublesome fungous disease. 
Lindane-malathion sprays will control 
the insects; fermate and captan will 
keep the diseases in check. 

e Timely rose reminders—Farther 
North roses are just now coming into 
their first full blush of bloom, but 
throughout most of the South the 
heavy blooming season of spring is 
behind us. It is a good time to snip off 
the faded flowers, take out a few of the 
blind canes and give a light feeding. 
Be sure your roses get plenty of water 
and keep a good mulch on the beds all 
through summer and fall. I have 
heard much favorable comment on 
the recently introduced polyethylene 
sheets. Perhaps you will wish to try 
this type of mulch. 

e Keeping roses healthy—aAll ex- 
perienced rose growers in this South- 
ern area know the importance of 
keeping their plants completely free of 
black spot, but some of the newcomers 
to gardening (and there are many of 
them) seem inclined to neglect their 
roses. Apparently they place their 
roses in the same category with shrubs 
like flowering quince, spirea and pearl- 
bush, which means that in most cases 
they are given little or no cultural at- 
tention after being planted. Such treat- 
ment always results in disaster. Roses 
must be sprayed regularly to keep 
ahead of the ravages of black spot, 
mildew and insects. You are simply 
wasting your time and money to buy 
good rose plants and then neglect them 
after they are planted. 

e Pillbugs and slugs—The past 
three or four years seem to have 
shown a marked increase in the 
ravages of both pillbugs and slugs in 
this area, and especially in the Coastal 
states. I have been told that pillbugs 
are scavengers and do not eat plants, 
that they are friends and we should be 
happy to have them around. Last sea- 
son something began eating our dwarf 


FLOWER GROWER 





marigolds and petunias when they 
were about 8 to 10 inches high. Some 
plants were completely defoliated in 
48 hours, but search as we did, no in- 
sects could be found. This led to the 
opinion that the damage was done by 
night feeders. On taking the flashlight 
out one night I found from 4 to 6 
slugs in a single plant, and about the 
same number of pillbugs. 

One application of metaldehyde pel- 
lets scattered along the rows of plants 
completely stopped the dirty work. 
The next morning hundreds of slug 
shells were lying around the plants; the 
pillbugs were apparently able to crawl 
away before succumbing to the poison. 
The plants were not again molested 
during the season. Ten percent metal- 
dehyde dust seems to be just as effec- 
tive on slugs as the pellets, but I am 
not so sure it is the proper thing to 
use for pillbugs. Hemerocallis seems 
to be one of the slugs’ favorite foods. 

e Late planting—Still time to plant 
caladium, canna, gloriosa, dahlia, gin- 
ger-lily, hosta, liriope, lycoris, tube- 
rose, water-lily and zephyranthes. 
Most species of lycoris are dormant 
now and may be planted or moved 
with perfect safety. Better handle 
them right away as the roots will soon 
begin to grow. 

e If you have goldfish in a pool— 
Try to provide some hiding place for 
the young fish. Any aquatic plant that 
has an abundance of fibrous roots is 
all right—the common water-hyacinth 
is one of the best, as it has an excep- 
tionally heavy mass of very fine roots. 
While some gardeners claim it is not 
necessary to feed goldfish if the pool 
is adequately stocked with plant life, I 
think a prepared food insures a bal- 
anced diet and may save the adults of 
some species from devouring . their 
young. 


Questions of ‘the'Month 


Q. I know that many ornamentals are 
propagated from summer cuttings, and 
also from hardwood cuttings taken in 
early winter, but what of the trees? 
How are they propagated? 

A. Most trees are propagated from 
seeds harvested in the fall, stratified, 
and planted in the spring. 

Q. On a section of my grounds 
there were two or three clumps of the 
common double day-lilies and a rather 
large planting of the single fulvous 
kinds. Now, after three or four years 
they have all become double. How do 
you explain this? 

A. The explanation is easy. The 
old double forms are much more 
vigorous than the other forms and 
when planted together will soon com- 
pletely crowd out the others. The 
same thing happened on my grounds a 
few years ago.® 
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Keep it 
green 


Hayes 


lawn spraye' 


Fertilizing your lawn with the new chemical 
fertilizers is the modern 
way to renew tired 
lawns, restore the rich, 
green carpet-like beauty. 


It takes just minutes when you use 
a Hayes Lawn Sprayer because mix- 
ing, proportioning and application 
are all done automatically using the 
water power from your garden hose. 
You get precision performance, 
accuracy in spray mixture and uni- 
form distribution over the entire 
lawn area. 
APPROVED by leading manufacturers 
of garden chemicals for use with 
their products. Hayes —and only the 
Hayes—has been awarded this 
remarkable endorsement. 
At your nursery, hardware or 
garden supply dealer. 
HAYES LAWN SPRAYERS. For ferti- 
lizers, lawn moth solutions, f 


cides, weed killers, herbicides, e 
Available in four models. 
From $2.95. 


me ag =~ A Uae kad For yet 
cides, —— es, cra 

>, ant and termite control. “Avail 
le From 4o38 3, 4, 6 and 12 gal. sizes, 








PINK f 


DROP 


NOURISH PLANTS 
INSTANTLY! 


Plant Food feeds through 
ng you grow in a matter of | 


HERE'S THE FASTEST and easiest 
way to provide the full nour- 


ishment needed to stimulate 
and sustain nt growth. 


and house 

ants, for tr anting, and 
suppleme feedings of 
ns, vegetables, fruits, 
ers and shrubs. 


Ideal for ro 


SIMPLY MIX INSTANT VIGORO with 
water. Immediately the tiny 
crystals dissolve and the 
nourishing pink liquid is 
ready. to apply. 


Vigoro is a registered trademark of Swift & Company 


APPLY INSTANT VIGORO 

spray, sprinkling can or 
Instant Vigoro Lawn Gun 
attachabléto garden hose. It 
goes to k immediately, 
nourishi#g, plants through 
both leaves and roots. Plants 
respond almost immediately 
... and the effect lasts. 
Available in 3-Ib., 1-Ib. and %4-Ib. packages 





Made right for the soils and grow- 











we. GARDEN MARKERS vos 


White Zine 
Name Plates 


Galvanized Steel '* “suse stes! wire 


9 DIFFERENT STYLES Merri taditional west 


A—12 inch hair pin type .. 
B— 7 inch plant label 
C—10 inch Garden Marker 


18 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.00 
80 for $1.00—1000 for $10.00 
15 for $1.00— 100 for$ 4.50 


D— 3 inch Swing label .... 20 for $1.00— 100 for$ 3.00 


E—11% inch Rose Marker.. 


12 for $1.00— 100 for $ 5.50 
10 for $1.00— 100 for $ 7.50 
25 for $1.50— 100 for$ 5.75 
30 for $1.00— 100 for$ 2.50 


J— 4 in. for African Violets.. 100 for $1.00—1000 for $ 6.00 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, C, D, E, H, and 


20 B, 


with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00 


Everlasting Label Co, 80x 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 





Midwest 


Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 
(Hinsdale, Illinois) 


Lawn care; planting tips; plants to 
order; iris care; pruning; weed control. 


HAT IS SO RARE as a day in June? 

Probably a bug-free garden dur- 
ing that month when aphids reach 
their peak and other insect pests are 
on the increase. In some parts of the 
Middle West slugs also appear in 
numbers at this time but are easily 
controlled with baits containing me- 
taldehyde. Although aphids may dis- 
appear later (except for the hot- 
weather types that live on members 
of the cabbage family) it is best to 
kill them as soon as detected. Com- 
plete control-is of particular impor- 
tance when it is realized that aphids 
are one of the main vectors of virus 
diseases in plants. A malathion spray 
will destroy both aphids and many 
other insect pests. 

e Lawn care—Uniless a long-lasting 
ureaform fertilizer was used, a second 
feeding of the lawn is now in order. 
If you had trouble last year with 
browning out, plan to apply a fungicide 
as soon as warm humid weather ar- 
rives. 

When you mow the lawn be sure to 
keep on schedule. Severe injury can 
result from allowing the grass to grow 
too long between mowings. Cut often 
to keép the grass at the right height. 

e Planting tips—Still time to plant 
gladiolus, montbretias, ismene and 
other summer flowering bulbs if sound 
stock can be had. 

Nursery stock set out this spring 
needs attention. June temperatures 
quickly dry out trees and shrubs that 
have not made much root growth. 


~ Keep them well watered but do not 


drown the roots. 

Last chance to plant window boxes. 
If you don’t already have one look 
around the house and see where you 
might use one to advantage. 

e Plants to order—This is your 
last chance to order new iris, oriental 
poppy, madonna lily and other plants 
that go dormant in late June. All these 
plants should be moved in early July 
when they are not in active growth. 

@ Iris care—Iris foliage can be cut 
back after flowering—new leaves form 
in a few weeks. If new leaves on iris 
are ragged-edged or slimy, suspect iris 
borer. Dig up plant, clean out borer 
and dust with sulfur before replanting 


FLOWER GROWER 








(Advertisement) 





New way to make plants 
bloom heavier, mature faster 


You’ve already heard about 
GIBREL*—the new plant 
stimulant. It’s not a fertilizer, 
but look what it will do! 


New possibilities are opening up in home 
gardening as more and more people are 
using G1BREL. Here are some questions gar- 
deners have asked us about Grprev. The 
answers should help you grow prize-win- 
ning flowers this summer. 


@. Right now I’m concerned about getting better 
flowering. Can Grere help? 

A. Yes—depending on the plant. For ex- 
ample, Grpret can double the size of 
geranium blooms and increases the 
number of flowers on African violets 
and other plants. 


@. Ive heard that Grsret makes plants mature and flower 
earlier. What are the details? 

A. When you spray GrpreLt on pansies and other bien- 
nials, many of them will flower in the first year. You 
may also be able to bring your asters and other late- 
blooming plants into bloom earlier. 





This extra growth took place in less than 
a month after the one coleus was treated. 
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Q. 
A. 


Q. 
A. 





These white geranium plants were the same 
size when GIBREL was sprayed on one of them. 


Will Grprew make plants grow bigger? 
Definitely. Coleus, ivy and many others respond with 
taller and more vigorous growth. 


Where can I buy products containing GipREL? 

Just ask your garden supply dealer or write directly 
to any of the following companies that manufacture 
products containing GrpreL: 


American Chemical Paint Co., Ambler, Pa. 

Carac Corporation, Mountain View, N. J. 
Doggett-Pfeil, Springfield, N. J. 

Garden Research Laboratories, New York, N. Y. 
Gard Industries, Inc., Wilmette, IIl. 

Haviland Agricultural Chemical Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Miller Products, Portland, Ore. 

Nott Manufacturing Co., Inc., Mount Vernon, N. Y. 
Pearson-Ferguson Chemical Co., Kansas City, Mo. 
Plantabbs Corp., Baltimore, Md. 

Plant Products, Inc., Blue Point, N. Y. 

Rainbow Color and Chemical Co., Northridge, Calif. 
Rose Manufaciuring, Beacon, N. Y. 

Science Products Co., Inc., Chicago, Ill. 

Stern’s Nurseries, Geneva, N. Y. 


OMerck & Co., Inc, 


MERCK & CO., Inc., Chemical Division, Rahway, N. J. 


*GIBREL is the trademark of MERCK & CO., Inc. for its plant growth substance. 
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For the Best Roses 
You Ever 
Grew! 


RA-PID-GRO Makes Roses 


Perform Miracles 


Give Ye roses a steady diet of 
RA-PID-GRO for up to twice as 
many blooms... three or four times 
a new growth.. -giant, healthy 
= ants such as you’ve never 
amed ible. It’s so easy 
with RA-PID-GRO! Just sprinkle 
or spray on your rose plants every 
ten days. Feeds thru the buds, 
stems and leaves. Feeds faster! 
Feeds roses what they need... 
when and how they need it. 


telling use 
Antibiotics 














Does Wonders for Entire Garden 
Best Plant Food You Can Use 


No matter what ~~ grow in your garden, 
RA-+PID-GRO is all you need to keep every- 
thing growing perfectly. Contains not just 
3 or 4 plant nutrients, but 21 elements, trace 
elements, vitamins and hormones. Annuals 
sd taller with more flowers, bigger flowers. 
egetables have faster, more tende r growth. 
Lawns respond like magic to RA-PID<GRO’ s 
fast, direct leaf feeding. Don’t risk a disap- 
= ana with so-called ‘‘wonder”’ eeu. 
en a better plant food is made, PID- 
GRO will be the first to make it! 


EASIEST PLANT FOOD TO USE! 


Spray it on! Sprinkle it on! Combine it with 
your insecticides! Use a hose-end sprayer, a 
hand sprayer, a siphon sprayer or an ordinary 
watering can. It doesn’t matter how you apply 

RA*PID*GRO just as long as you —— it in 
water according to simple directions d then 
just get it on any part of the plant. RA*PID*GRO 
does all the rest! Feeds everything it touches! 

It’s the easiest plant food to use. The fastest 
one to make your plants “jump’’...the pleasant- 
est one to handle... and it does the most good 
in the shortest time. 


RA-PID-GRO CORP., DANSVILLE, N.Y. 
























REMOVAL SALE 


EREMURUS 


We are moving our Gardens!! 


° 
shall transplant an entire hela th this” fall Black Fl 
Save up we are offering you these les 
to 30% SPECTACULAR perennials at Ti 

TREMENDOUS SAVINGS 





QUICK -SAFE-SURE 
A few-seconds spray protects all 
day! Simply mist on skin and 
clothes. Perfect insect shield for 

smen, vacationers, all who 
jay of work outdoors. 


SALE SPECIALS Three Five 
A—Labeled Roots a-J B - 
B—Unlabeled Roots 00 50 

All have produced biooms. 
Our selection Postpaid 


Write for price list and ~ ~Seggaaad good 
on many variet 











for savings 
st discounts given ~4 7 orders 
—_ Cash with order. . 


Add 3-1/3% Sales Tax if you live in 
Washington. 
MONTGOMERY GARDENS 


P.O. Box 1129-F Spokane 10, Wash. 


a At Drug.Sports 
& Hardware Stores Wideseeh 
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or soak in Semesan solution. Next 
year spray every two weeks from mid- 
April until July with DDT. 

e Pruning—tThe first week in June 
is the last chance to trim spring- 
flowering shrubs such as forsythia and 
shadbush. After that, they start form- 
ing next year’s flower buds. It is gen- 
erally best to prune back some of the 
older canes to the ground each season 
to avoid crowding. 

Cut off dead lilac blooms, removing 
only the dead stem of this year’s 
bloom. If cut lower the two buds that 
form next year’s flowers will be de- 
stroyed. 

© Weed control—Crabgrass should 
be sprayed with materials such as 
Sodar while plants are young rather 
than when they have grown hard and 
require heavier concentrations to do 
the killing. 

If first sprays with 2,4-D did not kill 
broadleaf weeds such as dandelion and 
plantain repeat these now. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. A newly purchased lot is over- 
run with poison ivy. How can the ivy 
be destroyed? 

A. Best poison ivy spray contains 
aminotriazole. Spray when tempera- 
ture is above 70°. However, don't 
dig dead vines until they have decayed. 
If they must be removed wear gloves 
and do not burn as smoke from them 
may Cause ivy poisoning. 

Q. A small sedge-like plant which 
a Southern neighbor called cocoagrass 
(cyperus) is invading our lawn. How 
can it be killed? 

A. This particular sedge can be 
killed with Sodar but three sprayings' 
may be needed for complete control. 

Q. Are potted roses satisfactory for 
late replacements in the rose garden? 

A. If grown in big pots, yes. If 
plants in small clay pots are the only 
ones available, wash off the soil and 
uncoil the long roots that have been 
wrapped tightly to get them into the 
small pot. When setting plant, spread 
roots out carefully. 

Q. Can Magnolia grandiflora be 
grown in the Middle West? 

A. This is not hardy north of the 
Ohio River.® 





American Garden Guild 
Book Club Selection 
for June 


@ The June selection of the Amer- 
ican Garden Guild Book Club is 
Just Weeds by Edwin Rollin Spen- 
cer. 

This revised edition is well illus- 
trated and gives information on 
identifying and destroying weeds. 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 
(of California) 


Irrigating; mulching; fertilizing; grow- 
ing good fuchsias; controlling pests; 
pruning shrubs. 


RRIGATING—Though its true that 

watering schedules vary in gar- 
dens throughout the West, certain gen- 
eral principles remain the same 
whether gardening in the arid South- 
west or in the cool moist gardens along 
the Oregon coast. 

Deep-rooted trees normally like a 
thorough irrigation late this month. 
Go about the job slowly but thor- 
oughly. It usually takes a full 24 
hours to get water down to the lowest 
root levels. 

Turf experts maintain that it is 
a good idea to stretch the interval 
between lawn waterings until the grass 
shows signs of wilting—then soak 
again deeply and thoroughly. 

To check the efficiency of your irri- 
gation practices, dig down in the soil 
one full spade’s depth or run a crow- 
bar into the earth to determine the 
depth of penetration. The soil should 
be evenly moist from the surface down 
as far as the roots penetrate. 

e Mulching—While some people 
still resort to the use of lawn clippings 
for mulching, it’s much easier to step 
into a store and pick up a few bags or 
bales of peatmoss. Protect the surface 
roots of shrubs and border plants with 
a thick (2- to 3-inch) blanket of mois- 
tened peatmoss. In addition to con- 
serving soil moisture this will tend to 
throttle weeds, and the few that do 
grow through the mulch are very 
easily pulled. 

© Fertilizing—June means that 
practically all plants are in full growth. 
And, since they are hungry, give them 
a good application of fertilizer. Check 
with your dealer on which type of fer- 
tilizer to use. There is little danger of 
burning when organic types are used. 

e Growing good fuchsias—Pinch 
out the tips of long soft growth of 
fuchsias (all types) to make the 
plants bushier. Pinching means more 
branches and that in turn leads to 
more blossoms. If you haven’t any of 
the fine new hybrids in your collec- 
tion plan to buy a few of the inter- 
esting varieties listed by specialists. 

e Controlling pests—This is a good 
time to fight the strawberry weevils 
which damage not only strawberry 
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The grass is always greener 
on the CHLORDANE 
side of the fence! 


Untreated lawns develop brown and stunted 
patches, because of grubs that feed on roots 
and insects that eat grass plants. The more 
you feed, seed, and water, the more these 
pests fatten and grow. 





Easy-to-apply insecticides containing CHLORDANE help your lawn develop the 
thick, lush growth that covers your yard with beauty from early spring until late 
fall. CHLORDANE kills both soil and surface insects on contact, and its long 
lasting effectiveness makes it an e-onomical way to protect your investment in seed, 
fertilizer, and watering. See your garden supply dealer today, and select one of the 
many insecticides containing CHLORDANE for your lawn and garden. 


CHLORDANE 


AMERICA’S LEADING HOUSEHOLD LAWN AND GARDEN _. 


















Apply CHLORDANE t = 
insecticides now, in oa ae 
any of these easy ways! Sante Z 
LSICOL CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
CHLOR DANE 330 EAST GRAND AVENUE, CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 
kills these insects Please send me your new free lawn and garden insect contro! 


booklets, series. FG 47 
NAME 


* White Grubs + Wireworms 
* Japanese Beetie Larvae 








+ Ants + Thrips + Flea Beetles Mail coupon now 
+ Mole Crickets - Grasshoppers ‘forfreelawnand ADDRESS___ 
* Cutworms + Sod Webworms garden insect 
and many others! contro! booklets! CITY ZONE___STATE__ 
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plants but camellias, rhododendrons 

. 4 and many fine aristocrats in the gar- 
ive Si e an Ve den. Apply Dieldrin soil granules at 

the base of the shrubs. Dieldrin is far 
more effective than old-fashioned baits. 
Along with the regular army of 
summer pests, June weather means 
new battalions of red spider mites. 
Mites, although practically invisible, 
cause heavy damage to the foliage of 
all types of plants from perennials up 
to full-sized trees. Attacked leaves first 
show pale dots, then turn yellow and 
finally drop off. A good miticide ap- 
plied will keep them under control. 
Lawn moths can be stopped easily 
with any of the Dieldrin sprays, dusts 


or granules. It’s a good idea to apply 
Use your outdoor “living room” for family play and | 4 preventive dose of Dieldrin now 
pleasure. You CAN when you rid it of annoying pests and even if lawn moth troubles haven't 
weeds with HUDSON Sprayers and Dusters. Your nearby d 
hardware or garden supplies dealer has or can quickly appeared. : : 
get the HUDSON products you select. HUDSON means top ¢ Pruning shrubs—Spring-flowering 
quality, long life, effective application of any pesticide. — = ego Se ee 

phus and syringa shou prune 

Pama mn pec ig meg ma now. This stimulates new flowering 


gallon sprayer at a 5-gallon price! Has gasoline wood and allows maximum growing 
or electric motor, full range of spray output, 
handles any sprayable solution. . 

For dusting roses, glads, any plants, you'll 

want this new HUDSON BANTAM* rotary duster. 

Easiest to operate. Puts fine cloud of dust 





mer. Cut flowering branches back to 
a side shoot and thin out suckers to 
produce a loose, open-shaped bush. 





time for development during the sum- 
where you point its adjustable on a 


Or use the ADMIRAL* Duster.— 
Puts insecticide dust where eo a 
you want it in cloud or spot. 


World’s most famous duster! — Q. We have a hibiscus plant which 
seems healthy but the buds fall off 
before they blossom out. Please tell 
me what could be wrong? 

A. Dropping of hibiscus buds is 
a very common occurrence usually 
attributed to dryness or too cold a 
soil. They do best in sunlight and 
require lots of water in a well-drained 
soil. The double flower varieties are 


Question of the Month 


























+ Finest, safest compression 
sprayer is the HUDSON 

4 and 34% gallon sizes. Pressure- eens A spraying is 
tight cover seals from inside in easy with this compact 
large opening for easy fill. Best HyDRrA-GuN*. Adjusts for fine 
adjustable nozzle, sprays fog-to- fog or long-range spray. 42- 
coarse spray. gallon glass jar. 


FAVORITE® is the name 

and the fact of this 2- ‘ 

gallon garden sprayer. Tommy-gun grips make the more apt to drop than the single. 

Compesanians type. pape sneenenets: real high-geamure ‘ Sudden fluctuations in weather also 
y, quickly. spray: performer. Sprays fog or long-reac 

fog-to-coarse spray, too. stream from any container. Built to last. may cause bud drop.® 












2-Spray® nozzle and 4 jets give the nesv- Free Program Aids for 














stainless steel throughout LIzoR® ater kill of 
makes the ae per: flying asses flies, Garden Club Officer 8 
fect for controlling moths mosquitoes. Use any- : 
as well as garden pests. where in the house. e@ FLOWER GROWER will send free 
So fine it’s gift-boxed! Always reusable! of charge to garden club officers 
amin. copies of three booklets: 
m Books for Gardeners, a list of 
How to gain freedom from annoying pests and weeds 1955 titles, plus worthwhile basic 
Pee ma rene pl agen weed- do the job in the average yard and books of other years. 
wn, y: en is regular garden. + ‘ 
care. You can quickly build a “bug For the things you prize especially, Books for Gardeners, a list of 
barrier” around your yard by spraying your roses, other plants, you may wish 1956 titles, plus good books of 
ee jana hv —a to use fn of joes? specialized sprays or other years. 
spray. You can cover wn other dusts. Since w killers are harmful . : 
Sank hide places at the same time. to garden plants, it’s best to use a sepa- F ilms for Gardeners, selection 
Once over with all-purpose spray can rate sprayer for weed control. of motion pictures on gardening 
availabie to garden clubs and 
groups. 





Clubs Aids, 2049 Grand Central 
SPRAYERS and DUSTERS 


Terminal Building, New York 17, 
©9057 For 51 years your best buy *TRADE MARK 


New York. 
H. D. HUDSON MANUFACTURING COMPANY, CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


SIGN OF THE BEST BUY To receive copies of the above- 
mentioned pamphlets write to: 
Gad) FLower Grower, Dept. Garden 
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Science says, common sense says 
FOR BETTER FLOWERS, TREES, SHRUBS, FRUITS, VEGETABLES 
Fertilize at ROOT LEVEL with 


FERT-O-STIK 


the highly organic, completely balanced plant food compressed into a clean, handy stick for easy and 
efficient application by the home gardener. 


Here is the modern fertilizer discovery that combines organic 
and inorganic plant foods with trace-elements in the correct 
proportion for all garden plants: Nitrogen 14% (11% in organic 
form); Phosphoric acid 6%; Potash 4%. Plus trace elements in- 
cluding iron, copper, zinc, manganese and activated sludge. 


SCIENCE SAYS to use this new fertilizer discovery in the 
modern, efficient, root-feeding way. Put your fertilizer in the 
soil where your plants can get to it immediately. Fertilizers 
applied on top of the soil sometimes take years to work down 
to the roots —other times they are “tied up” with other chemi- 
cals in the top inch and are never available to your plants. 


COMMON SENSE SAYS to use FERT-O-STIK, the one 
scientific fertilizer that “goes right to the roots!” FERT-O-STIK 
is clean, odorless and contains all needed plant foods, highly 


concentrated organics and every essential trace mineral. 


ONE APPLICATION LASTS FOR MONTHS - generally 
the entire gardening season. FERT-O-STIKS can be used on 
all garden plants, can be used any time of the year. Your 
flowers, trees and shrubs will take on new beauty you never 
dreamed possible. Your vegetables will be larger and abound- 
ing in health-giving vitamins, minerals and proteins. 


FERT-O-STIK is economical to use: 
FOR ROSES: 2 or more FERT-O-STIKS. 

FOR EVERGREENS AND SHRUBS more than 4 
feet high: 6 FERT-O-STIKS, placed near drip line. 
Smaller shrubs: 2 to 4 FERT-O-STIKS. 

FOR CANE FRUITS: 2 to 4 FERT-O-STIKS. _ oe mae 
FOR STRAWBERRIES: 2 FERT-O-STIKS. Punch hole down to the outer edge of main root-feeding area 
FOR ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS: 1 to 2 FERT- with the free hole puncher included in every box. 





























O-STIKS. Dro a : i , 
p FERT-O-STIK in hole and cover with soil. That’s all there 
FOR VEGETABLES: 2 FERT-O-STIKS. is to it! One application feeds your plant for an entire year. 
Order Your Supply Today—Do A Year's Fertilizing In One Afternoon 
Box of 24 FERT-O-STIKS Box of 60 FERT-O-STIKS Det ee ae ee ae aaa 
(with hole puncher) (with hole puncher) Washington Organic Fertilizer, Inc. | 
$2.00 =» $4.00 | eran won 
e e | Wapato, Washington | 
(1 24 FERT-O-STIKS with hole puncher—$2.00 | 
| ( 60 FERT-O-STIKS with hole puncher—$4.00 | 
FERT-0-STAK | — | 
PUG 55k sci csaslahGpitcce sol cca ieenp lasek anid aabassthichabien 
on commpen ve ven eeome i ek ss eae 
CARRS, MRC Rae ic tic. ena 
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NOW YOU CAN HAVE 
THE “SECRET TOUCH” nurserymen use 
to grow plants and turf with beautiful dark 
green color. One big secret to this lush 
dark green growth is plenty of iron. 


Lack of iron robs plants of vitality. Leaves 
turn light green or yellowish if not enough 
iron is available. 


Professional growers and nurserymen 
overcome iron deficiency with Sequestrene 
Iron Chelates. Now Sequestrene is available 
in home-size packages for the amateur 
gardener who wants professional results. 


Sequestrene corrects iron deficiency — 
helps restore flowers, shrubs, trees and 
lawns to full vigor, create new dark green 
growth, produce more buds and flowers. 
Your garden supply 
dealer has the 
right Sequestrene 
product for your soil. 
See him today. 

available in 4 oz. 

bags. 
Ib. canisters and 5 Ib. bags. 


Geiry ORIGINATORS OF DDT INSECTICIDES 


GEIGY AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS 
Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation 
Saw Mili River Road, Ardsiey, New York 


**SEQUESTRENE” is the brand name for metal chelates sold by Geigy 








Choice for Gardeners 


Peonies 


GLANCE OUT INTO THE GARDEN, down the 
path to the flower borders. Is your eye 
stopped by billowy mounds of pink, 
white, crimson or rose—the sumptuous 
show of peonies? This month this 
shrubby perennial, prized for its elegant 
flowers, enduring foliage and incredibly 
long life, is the highlight of many gar- 
dens. 

Years ago, when Paeonia officinalis 
rubra was the variety grown in most 
gardens, there would be only a flash of 
bloom around Decoration Day. Today, 
however, peonies have a longer run—two 
months, if the proper varieties are chosen. 
FLOWERING SEQUENCE OF PEO- 
NIES—Earliest of all are the incredibly 
beautiful, woody-stemmed tree peonies 
(shown at right). Then the herbaceous 
varieties take over, those which frost- 
kill to the ground and grow anew the 
following spring. First of these are the 
new, brilliant hybrids, such as the reddish 
black CHOCOLATE SOLDIER, the smoky 
pink AvaNT-GaRDE and the luminous 
orange-scarlet GOLDEN GLow. Then fol- 
low a few of the early-blooming old 
reliables, such as the deep garnet CHERRY 
Hitt and the massive white FEsTIvA 
MaxiMa. Next are the tufted, pollen- 
laden singles in white, pink or red (such 
as KRINKLED WHiTE, SEA _ SHELL, 
ANGELUS and PRESIDENT LINCOLN) and 
the Japanese peonies, with their exqui- 
sitely formed, cup-shaped flowers. Fi- 
nally, bringing the sequence to a close 
are the late varieties such as MYRTLE 
GENTRY, NICK SHAYLOR, MME. JULES 
DESSERT and YOSEMITE. 

Would you like your garden to be the 
stage for this two-month show of color? 
It can be, if you do the necessary paper- 
work now—survey the planting area, 
draw the plan, select the varieties and 
place your order. 

BUYING GUIDE—Include all types of 
peonies in your planting, Japanese, tree, 
and new hybrids, as well as the more 
common herbaceous varieties (see the list 
of suggested varieties below). Your or- 
der will be shipped in early fall, the best 
time for planting (though peonies are 
sometimes planted in early spring, also). 
When buying peonies directly from the 
nursery bins, select only those with three 
to five strong buds (this is no concern if 
buying from a quality mail-order nursery- 
man, for this standard root division is the 
only kind he sells). 
WHERE TO PLANT—Since peonies are 
attractive during the entire growing sea- 
son (the enduring foliage, tinged with 
red in spring and deep green thereafter, 
is just as much an asset as the flowers), 
they can be planted in any conspicuous 
spot: along a garden path, in the fore- 
ground of a shrub group, bordering a 
vegetable patch or utility area or towards 
the back of a border of perennials. To 
flourish, peonies need full sun and well- 
drained, rich soil. 


HOW TO PLANT—A peony, once 


planted, stays put for years and years, 
enough reason for good technique and 
thorough soil preparation. It is wise to 
prepare the planting hole at least a weck 
before the expected arrival time of the 
order, to give the soil time to settle. 
First remove soil to depth of 18 inches; 
make hole as wide as it is deep. Work in 
a heavy layer of compost in the bottom, 
add some bonemeal and top this with a 
layer of soil. Firm the soil and place the 
root division so that its buds or eyes are 
2 inches below ground level. Planting 
depth is important: too-deep planting is 
the most common cause of failure. Tree 
peonies are planted with the graft union 
4 inches under. Then fill in with soil to 
the surrounding level. Mulch lightly with 
salt hay or leaves the first winter. 
LATER CARE—Remove the mulch in 
spring, taking care not to damage the 
tender, unfolding leaves. The plants will 
take two to four years to become well 
established and flower normally. Since 
they are gross feeders, needing phospho- 
rus and potash in particular, fertilize 


them annually. When the plants grow to 
flowering size, stake them in early spring. 
Do not be alarmed if ants scurry over 





Tree Peony 


the swelling buds. They will do no harm; 
they are merely feeding on the sticky 
sweet substance secreted by the buds. If, 
after three or four years, the plants are 
not flowering normally, check these 
points: 1) too-deep planting; 2) flower 
buds rotting or blackened and not grow- 
ing beyond marble size (in which case 
remove and burn all diseased parts, re- 
place soil around plant, cut down tops in 
fall to just below soil level, discontinue 
manure mulch, sprinkle soil with corro- 
sive sublimate and spray plants four or 
five times in spring with Bordeaux mix- 
ture); 3) buds killed by late spring frosts; 
and 4) plants not in full sun. 
TOPNOTCH PEONIES FOR ALL— 
Kansas, bright red double; Moon- 
STONE, blush double; Le CyGNe, white 
double; MyrTLE GENTRY, fragrant pink 
double; SEA SHELL, pink single; KRINKLED 
WHITE, single; Isani-Gipul, white Japa- 
nese; CHOCOLATE SOLpreR, blackish red 
Japanese hybrid. 

PEONIES FOR THE CONNOISSEUR— 
In addition to the varieties above: 
GOLDEN GLow, red single hybrid; 
MLOKOSEWITSCHI, yellow single species; 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN, red single; Doris 
Cooper, pink double; ANN CouSsINs, 
white double; GessEKal, white Japanese 
tree.—CaroL Suz UMBREIT 





Agricultural Chemicals, Division of Geigy Chemical Corporation 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


When do your 
house plants 
need repotting? 


e The only time a house plant 
needs repotting is when roots begin 
to appear through the bottom of 
the pot. The plant is then turned up- 
side down and the rim of the pot is 





tapped on the edge of a table so 
that the plant slides from the pot and 
rests on your fingers. 

Because most pot plants object to 
too much root space, the plant is 
transferred to a clean-scrubbed pot 
only slightly larger than the one in 
which it formerly grew. Pieces of 
pot or pebbles go in the bottom 
for drainage and some soil is placed 
over them. Without breaking the 


cr 





root mass, potting soil is pressed 
firmly around it. For efficient water- 
ing and fertilizing, the plant must 
be centered in the pot, its crown 1 
inch below the rim. 

Remember, a plant is much more 
likely to fail from being placed in 
too large a pot than from being 
slightly root-bound. 


It’s Not For You! 


UNLESS you have — or want to have — the beauty and grace of a lily pond 
in your garden! 





UNLESS you know a bargain when you see one! 
UNLESS you're quality-minded! 


We have over 25,000 ‘unassorted water lily 
plants that we must ship now! All of them top- 
quality nationally known varieties — ALL ARE 
GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS YEAR! 


To move this large unassorted stock, we're offer- 
ing these premium plants to the readers of 
FLOWER GROWER at a truly amazing BAR- 
GAIN PRICE... 


Planting instructions included with each order. 


WATER LILIES 
UNLABELED VARIETIES IN THIS ASSORTMENT 


Regular Price 
MARLIAC ROSE $3.00 NOW 
MARLIAC ALBIDA Mixed 3.00 ONLY 
JAMES BRYDON Unassorted 4.50 
COMANCHE 3.75 $1.00 each 
SUNRISE 4.50 Prepaid 


Minimum Order of plants — $6.00 





LILY TUBS ... $4.55 


. round, zinc lined, 24 inch diameter tubs made 
exclusively for the purpose shipped with your plant 
order. 








IF YOU HAVEN’T A LILY POND 
COMPLETE PLANTS AND TUBS TO INSTALL IN YOUR GARDEN 


For a gracious landscape accent Ambassador Water Gardens offers the home gardener an 
inexpensive and easy way for you to install a complete 3-sectioned lily pond. 

3 24” special purpose lily tubs 

9 unassorted water lilies — all for 


as described above 
9 elegant cattail plants only 


15 Oxygenating plants $2 4.9 5 
o 


9 Scavenger Snails 
eee *® 


BONUS 


Orders received by June 15 will receive 
2 extra lilies from the above varieties. 


AMBASSADOR WATER GARDENS Bedford 6, Penna. 




















JUNE 1957 











@ Costs less to erect, less to maintain 


}/ TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


GREENHOUSE MANUFACTURERS 
1508 WEST ROSEDALE FORT WORTH, TEXAS 
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Enjoy more beautiful 
FLOWERS - SHRUBS - LAWNS 
VEGETABLES - HOUSE PLANTS 


Protect your prized plants from root- 
crippling pests foliage sprays can’t 


reach. ‘Fuini-Soil’ does it. Kills 
Nematodes, Ants, Grubs, Larvae, 
Wireworms, Sowbugs, Centipedes. 
Rids soil of moles. Use according to 
directions for annuals, perennials, 
potting soil and house plants. 










GET 'FUMI-SOIL’ AT YOUR 
GARDEN SUPPLY DEALER 
We will rush, post paid, 
TRIAL PACKAGE oF two 
‘FUMI-SOIL’ CAPSULES and 
literature telling how to control 
root-crippling pests. WRITE 
“LD 6 ©\ your green thumb greener. 
ERMAN Sma RRl RRS 
Loast Wot 


SEND 10¢ nega ig 
Se TODAY—Learn how to make 
‘ie 





Imagine up $75 for beautiful, exotic fish. 

*T constantly wo 575, pd geal ech 

others. Earn up to $7.50 an hour in interesting, easy, 

“Ae So NO BIG INVESTMENT—NO COMPETITION 

‘| We supply complete instruction plus everything to get you started. 
in =. here; full or part time. No “big 

— living a oes 









‘o Dept. N-G, 15121 S. Broadway 
-O, los Angeles 61, California 
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Books for Gardeners 


by MARGARET PERRY 


John Wiley & Sons, Inc., has brought 
out a Handbook for Vegetable Grow- 
ers by James Edward Knott, professor 
of vegetable crops at the University 
of California. This handbook brings 
together in a concise form the widely 
scattered information that relates to 
vegetable production. It should prove 
valuable as a Teference for all who 
have an interest in vegetables. It is 
spiral-bound and indexed, and it sells 
for $3.95. 

Cacti for Decoration by Vera Hig- 
gins, published by Pitman, is a very 
good little book for the beginner. It is 





e PLANT PROPAGATION IN 
PICTURES by Montague Free. 
$4.95. 251 pages. Illustrated. 
American Garden Guild and 
Doubleday and Company, New 
York. 

A new book by Montague Free 
is always cause for rejoicing. This 
latest one, an April selection of 
the American Garden Guild, is, as 
usual, excellent. It is full of re- 
liable, factual information which 
is presented with Mr. Free’s own 
special charm. The how-to photo- 
graphs, of which there are over 
three hundred and fifty, are for the 
most part clear and inspiring. 
(Many of them were taken by the 
author.) African-violet hobbyists 
will appreciate the many photo- 
graphs of special propagation tech- 
niques for their favorite plant while 
home gardeners will like the in- 
structions for increasing rhododen- 
drons, chrysanthemums, dogwood, 
phlox and hundreds of others. 
Surely this is one garden book 
which should be on the shelf of 
every gardener.—M. P. J. 











well illustrated and will prove useful 
to the cacti hobbyist. $1.95. 

Another Pitman publication, .Back- 
ground to Gardening by W. O. James, 
tells the story of botany in terms that 
the layman can understand. It deals 
with what is happening inside plants 
and underground. $4.50. 

The University of California Press 
at Berkeley has brought out a most 
attractive paper-bound book entitled 
Sequoia National Park by Francois E. 
Matthes. The book has 124 exception- 
ally beautiful photographs and at the 
end of the book there is a glossary of 
geological terms. $1.95. 

The Lawn and Garden Book, pub- 





lished by Popular Mechanics Press, 
gives the answers to questions which 
face the average homeowner who 
wants to landscape his home or just 
do a little gardening. $2.50. 

Rutgers University Press has pub- 
lished a complete guide to the growing 
of Christmas trees, Christmas Trees 
for Pleasure and Profit by A. G. Chap- 
man and R. D. Wray. This book gives 
directions for starting and maintaining 
a Christmas-tree farm, either as a 
hobby or as a business venture. The 
book is illustrated with photographs 
and line drawings. $3.75. 

Frederick Warne & Co. has re- 
cently published Flowering Trees and 
Shrubs, by Stanley B. Whitehead, a 
beautifully illustrated guide to the 
identification of over 250 species. In 
addition to the detailed descriptions, 
valuable information is contained in 
chapters on selection, soils, planting 
and propagation. First published in 
England, 1956. Indexed, $3.50. 

For the serious student of botany, 
John Wiley & Sons has just published 
Botany: An Introduction to Plant Sci- 
ence, by Robbins, Weier and Stocking. 
This is a revised edition of a carefully 
edited, beautifully produced textbook 
on botany. $6.95. 

Growing Flowers by John H. Tobe 
is a book on plants and gardening, yet 
it is written in the easy-to-read 
language of a novel. Many interesting, 
humorous, unusual and informative 
facts about gardening are contained in 
this book. Published by St. Catharines, 
Ontario, it sells for $5.00. 

Plant Propagation by John P. Mahl- 
stede and Ernest S. Haber shows how 
to apply the scientific facts and prin- 
ciples involved in the propagation of 
plants. The authors explain and de- 
velop the underlying concepts and de- 
tails of practice of plant propagation. 
This book is for the serious gardener. 
Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 
it sells for $7.50. 

A revised edition of Helen Van Pelt 
Wilson’s Geraniums, Pelargoniums has 
just been published by Barrows. This 
revision has new chapters on dwarf 
geraniums and pests and disease. This 
book is still the most complete and in- 
formative guide for the geranium en- 
thusiast. $4.50. 

Transatlantic Arts presents three 
titles this season. The first is The 
Flower Grower’s Handbook by Roy 
Genders. This is the result of a com- 
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Get Rich, Red—Ripe TOMATOES 


1 to 3 WEEKS EARLIER 
he Reessoim a 


JUST SPRAY 


STOP BLOSSOM D 

MAKE BLOSSOMS saT Pa peer! 
Cool nights and cloudy, short 
days during early growing sea- 
son cause blossoms to drop off 
tomato plants without setting 
fruit. BLOSSOM-SET hormone 
makes blossoms set fruit by 
chemical means. The result! 
Tomatoes ripen weeks earlier! 
You get meatier, larger, tastier 
fruits. 





Unsprayed 


MANY more blossoms set fruit 
on BLOSSOM-SET sprayed plants! 

Never have you tasted toma- 
toes with such a rich, exciting 
favor ... never have you had 
tomatoes so beautifully shaped, 
so brilliantly red . . . and many 
are SEEDLESS because they 
have been set chemically. 

Use standard BLOSSOM- 
SET in an ordinary sprayer, or 
the BLOSSOM-SET BOMB and 
spray on the tomato flowers. 
You'll be delighted with the 
results ! 


Sprayed 


Your vines will be loaded. You'll 
pick ripe tomatoes weeks before 
your neighbor. Big, red-ripe to- 
matoes ... - meatier, more 
delicious " tasti MANY 


SEEDLESS. ‘And you'll have more 
many more tomatoes on cach 
and every plant. 


Proved by 
Experiment Stations! 
Experiment Stations have ya 

LOSSOM -SET 


conclusively that B : 
hormone s' blossom-drop, makes 
most every blossom set fruit; eape- 
aety very early in the season. 

4: many gardeners and 
} ay. over the country have 
used BLOSSOM- SET for the last 
12 years. 


YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 
Just use BLOSSOM-SET on your 
tomato plants. Be sure to use 
genuine BLOSSOM-SET, the hor- 
mone made specifically for toma- 
toes, not for ae ¢ or fruits. Ask 
for it by name. . SSOM- 

SET. 1 hormone for 
tomatoes "Nothing" tise will do the 
job as well. Do accept sub- 
stitutes! 

BLOSSOM-SET BOMB 


EASIER! 
FASTER! 





8 " 
Conc. (makes 50 gals. pe re 4 
12 oz. BLOSSOM-SET some 





use GARDEN -LIFE 
Soluble PLANT FOOD 


AND GET 


FREE 


OF EXTRA CHARGE 


Regular 20c GARDEN 
MEASURE GLASS 
in every $1.00 and up size 
of GARDEN-LIFE. 
® for a limited time only! 
Calibrated in teaspoons, table- 
spoons and 14 oz. measures 
for measuring “just right’ 
amovnts of INSECTICIDES, 
WEED-KILLERS, R- 
MONES, etc. Saves waste of 
costly spray materials. 


GARDEN-LIFE 
Soluble PLANT FOOD 


For Gardens, Shrubs, Lawns 
Trees, Houseplants... 








DEN-LIFE 


growers re- 
port blooms 


Solters! 


FOR EVERYTHING 
THAT GROWS 


High analysis (10-52-17), most 
powerful, all-soluble plant food on 
the market! Has plant food content 
of 79 units plus Root-Developing 
Hormone! 


y», Perfect for Transplants . 


Established Plants . . . 


Lawns... Trees! 


> All transplants, nursery stock (toma- 


toes, petunias, strawberries, roses. 
shrubs) resume growth almost at =~ re 
when set out with GARDEN-L 
No wilting, no replacing 
tablished garden plants, lawns, ‘trees 
become 
healthier, 
stronger, 
more pro- 
ductive. 

ouse- 
plants, too. 
thrive and 
attain vivid 
beauty 
when fed 
with GAR- 







AFRICAN 
VIOLET 


14 ozs. (makes 14- 28 galions)..$1.00 
2 Ibs. (makes 32- 64 gallons). 2.25 
5 Ibs. (makes 80-160 galions).. 4.50 


SAVES A WHOLE SEASON’S 
WORK OF CULTIVATING! 


PLASTIC 
MULCH 


Kilis Garden Weeds , Safely! 
ieope Motstare le Tessa! 

Keeps Ground Warm On Cold Nights! 
Developed, and Ann successfully 


for years, AH rof. E. M. Em- 
ee of Ken- 
ture Department. 


mert of the 
tucky, 





Just lay this re-usable black, 
polyethylene plastic film down 
between the rows in your gar- 
den and weight it down with a 
few clumps of garden soil, The 
plastic cuts off the sunlight; 


through slits in the ic. 
Mulch can be laid down AFTER 
plants have come up. . . as well 
as before seeds or transplants are 
planted. Easiest, surest way to a 
weed-free garden. More and big- 
ger plants in each row because 
eliminating weeds insures better 
stand, bigger growth. 


The plastic also keeps soil moist- 
ure in the ground; prevents it 
from evaporating. Acts as an in- 
sulator keeping soil 10 to 15 
degrees warmer on cold nights ; 
keeps ground warmth from dissi- 
pating, thus promoting faster 
growth. Result: the best garden 
ever! Prevents soil-borne dis- 
eases, ground-spotting of fruits 
and pods. They lay on the plastic, 
not on the wet soil. 


The ONLY Plastic Mulch: Avail- 
able in 3 different widths: 

No. 12-100 (100 ft. by 12 in. wide) $2.50 
No. 18-100 (100 ft. by 18 in. wide) 3.58 
No. 36-100 (100 ft. by 36 in. wide) 6.00 








FOR 50% TO 100% BIGGER 


STRAWBERRIES 
BLACKBERRIES and RASPBERRIES 
SPRAY WITH 


BERRY-SET 


The Hormone Spray for B 
You'll have berries that are wae to 
100% bigger; berries that are meatjer, 
sweeter, more luscious-tasting and have 
fewer seeds. 
You'll start 
picking these 
BERRY - SET 
sprayed fruits 
earlier and 
you'll keep on 
= them 
long after other 
plants stop bear 
ing. BERRY- 
makes 





plants bear for 
a longer time. 
Thoroughtiy 
tested and 
proved by Ex- 
periment oe 
tions, the U. 

Dept. of A 

culture, Ag: State Colleges. 


EASY TO USE! Just mix with 
water and spray. You'll have 
berries like you've never hod 











before. 
3 oz. (makes 12 gallons)............. $1.00 
12 oz. (makes 48 gallons).............. 3.00 








TAKE THIS AD IN TO 
YOUR DEALER! If these 
Products are wunavail- 


No Stamps, No C.0.D.'s. 
please. 


1230 E. 63rd Street Dept. F-67 


Science Products Company, inc. FREE 


Chicago 37, Illinois Literature 








WONDER-BREL 


(Trade Mark) 
Contains Amazing New Chemical 


GIBREL* 


A product of Merck & Co. 


This New Scientific Discovery: 


Makes Plants Grow to GIANT SIZE 
os Be lt yf. ally ee gg tage A 
treated geranium plant grew to a 3 foot giant. 
ee ee ey ee 
mums grew much larger than untreated plants. 





Africon Violet on left was sprayed. Unsprayed plant on 
right. WONDER-BREL makes plants grow bigger. 


Can Produce Rapid Turf Growth 

Makes grass grow faster, more luxurious. 

Can Break of Seeds, Flower Buds 
The proper use of WONDER-BREL (containing 
GIBREL®) reduces seed production time of cer- 
tain plants from 2 years to just 6 months. Also 
breaks dormancy, s growth to maturity of 
many different varieties of plants. 


Produces Dramatic Results 
The use of WONDER-BREL can cause dramatic 
results. Beautiful, long-stemmed roses with more 
buds, on many varieties; luxuriant African Violets 
growing larger, producing more and bigger blooms; 
many plants growing to giant size; and many 
others. 


YOU May Be The One To Discover 
New Uses In Your Own Garden! 

Now ... with WONDER-BREL ... you can have 
the exciting thrill of using this new miracle chem- 
ical right in your own garden, on your own lawn, 
on your own houseplants...even while plant 
scientists the country over are intensively research- 
ing the many new and undiscovered uses for this 
most promising new chemical aid to plant growth 
ever found. Although many applications for this 
new chemical have already been found, many, 
many more remain to be discovered. 

YOU may be the one to discover new uses even 
before the scientists do! And you can enjoy the use 
of WONDER-BREL on many plants already known 
to respond to treatment with this new chemical. 

These Plants Respond To WONDER-BREL 

African Violets, Roses, Snapdragons, Geraniums, 
Dahlias, Stock, Poinsettia, Orchid, Rhododendron, 
Petunia, Salvia, Hydrangia, Chrysanthemum, Gladi- 
clus, Ivy, Hollyhock, Gloxinia, Fuchsia, Coleus. 
Turf Grasses: Bent, fescue, bluegrass. 


How To Use WONDER-BREL 
WONDER-BREL mixes readily with water to 
make a solution containing 10 parts per million 
of GIBREL®. Simply s = s = leaves and stems of 
plants to be treated. t’s all 


SUPPLIES ARE LIMITED! 
We urge you to order immediately so you won’t be 
disappointed. Dealers may not yet have this new 
product. You can order direct from this ad. 


ORDER RIGHT NOW! 











No. 1 (makes 1 quart) $1.25 
oe | ee oe 2.25 
No. 3 (makes 1 gallon) 4.00 


PROFESSIONAL CONCENTRATES 
No. 4 (makes ; ae: cccccccccccvecs FOO 
No. 5 (makes 8 gallions)....... becenvees 24.00 
*GIBREL brand gibberellin plant growth substance 
manufactured, and trademark GIBREL licensed 
by Merck & Co., Inc. 


‘SCIENCE PRODUCTS CO., Inc. 


1230 E. 63rd St., Dept. F-67, Chicago 37, tl. 
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Mi 2 wi we 


Kills Aphids, Jap Beetles, Thrips, Mites— 
Controls Black Spot and Powdery Mildew! 





“I used to have to buy a variety of dusts 
. to control garden pests. Then I tried 
ANTROL Multi-Purpose DUST and 

found it does the job of ai// the others! 

My, what a saving and what a conven- 

ience! I just squeeze the container and 

out shoots a protective cloud that does away with 
garden pests double-quick! Why, I simply wouldn't 
be without it!’’—Mrs. H. M. 








Get ANTROL Multi-Purpose 
DUST today—in refillable plastic 
squeeze cans and 1 Ib. refills for 
dusting or spraying! 


ANTROL Multi-Purpose DUST: 1 


with MALATHION and CAPTAN! 


Just Squeeze! 
—That’s All! 










Doall your lawntrim- 


SILENT SIOUX’S ming and edging jobs 


MODERN—RELIABLE ;... Standing upt An 
WATER TIMER minutes, with 
VALVE 


SHUTS OFF WATER 


Trim Master 
Automatically 


LAWN OW... a AND —- 


cp, Se $24.95 
Have greener lawns, healthier plants without wast- TRIM MASTER... 
ing water. Set to time desired up to = eeu tele ORDER BY MAIL 
bong te — off water + ally non come” dahon ae under money back warranty. 


den iron pipe. 
order direct. $9.95 ppd. or $1.00 ond bolt COD. 
lout Sewn Corp., Dept. 21, Orange City, lowe 


SS. WARREN SALES CORP. 
Cranford 24, N. J. 








mercial grower’s experience over a 
period of twenty-five years. The sec- 
ond, We Made a Garden by Margery 
Fish, tells how Mrs. Fish and her 
husband planned and produced a typi- 
cal English cottage garden in which 
the main features were plants. And 
the third, Home Gardener’s Year, 
Week by Week, tells precisely what 
must be done in the garden, week by 
week, from the planning stage on 
through the blooming season. These 
three books were first published in 
England. 

The Lily Year Book 1957 and The 
Daffodil and Tulip Year Book 1957 
have been brought out by the Royal 
Horticultural Society. They are well 
illustrated and indexed, and they sell 
for $1.65 each. 

Dover Publications has _ recently 
published four more Foyles Hand- 
books. These paper-bound volumes, 
75¢ each, were first published in Eng- 
land. The four are Flower Arrange- 
ment by Charles Hewitt; Annuals from 
Seed by Roy Genders; Climbing 
Plants for Your Garden by Douglas 
Bartrum; and Hedges, Their Planting 
and Care by Roy Genders. These 
books are illustrated with excellent 
photographs and are indexed. 

A Complete Guide to Gardening by 
Montague Free has just been brought 
out in a paper-bound edition by Pocket 
Books, Inc. This book has been called 
the best modern one-volume garden 
guide. It is a guide for the beginner 
and a treasure chest of information 
for the advanced and professional gar- 
dener. The Permabook Edition is 50¢. 

R. Milton Carleton, Flower Grow- 
er’s Midwest Editor, is the author of 
a paperbound book titled New Way to 
Kill Weeds in Your Lawn and Garden. 
Published by Fawcett Publications, 
this well-illustrated book gives infor- 
mation on the control of weeds of all 
kinds, in both lawns and gardens. 75¢. 

The New England Gladiolus Society 
has published its thirty-second annual 
edition of its yearbook, titled The 
Gladiolus 1957. The book is well il- 
lustrated with black and white photo- 
graphs and line drawings. 

A Textbook of Plant Virus Diseases 
by Kenneth M. Smith has been pub- 
lished by Little, Brown and Company. 
This revised edition of a text first 
brought out in 1937 is an exhaustive 
encyclopedia of virus diseases affect- 
ing plants, fruits and shade trees. $12. 

A new book for children, Protector 
of the Wilds by John Muir, has just 
been published by the Abingdon Press. 
The author tells about his own experi- 
ences tramping through the wilderness 
areas of Eastern United States, the 
Gulf Coast, the Sierra Mountains in 
Nevada, and the vast expanses of 
Alaska. This book is well illustrated 
with line drawings. $1.50.@ 
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Aerial view of the lovely $200,000.00 
of Mondo Grass ) on — 
lawns, sidewalks, shou! 


svarmaneac | 


beach 








solidly in . 
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Now Is a Good Time to Plant 


Blue-Gren MONDO “GRASS” 


rade Mark Registration applied for U. $. Patent Office 
Now is a good time to plant. It may be planted Summer, Fall, Winter and Spring. 


REQUIRES NO MOWING— MAKES WORLD’S MOST BEAUTIFUL LAWN 


Our Blue-Green Mondo “Grass” is described by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture as “Ophiopogen Japonicus 
(formerly called Mondo Japonicus),” technically called 
ground cover, is native to Northern China and should with- 
stand severe degree of freezing; drought tolerant, ever- 
green, commonly called Mondo “Grass”. 


It is a “grass” relative to the lily with paper thin blades 
1/16” wide. This sod-forming EVERGREEN, low-growing 
oriental genus is currently used by. many owners of distinc- 
tive homes in America. Now we can offer this exclusive Blue- 
Green Mondo “Grass” at popular prices. 


SO HARDY IT CAN BE PLANTED ANYTIME, it is recom- 
mended for lawns where mowing is not desired. Blue-Green 
Mondo “Grass” retains its color the year-‘round; thrives in 
shade or sun; extremely hardy, rarely requires watering; 
beautiful and interesting, drooping low to the ground in 
weeping style year after year. REQUIRES NO MOWING. 


ORDER TODAY ... YOU CAN'T LOSE! 


Sprigs packed in damp moss. 
Guaranteed to grow or we will replace. 


UE BD ov isscnckc le ecictecahinedien $ 2.98 
Ie IIE? ce vasereiithtieupnabbosnesskbeeliaeh 5.00 
RN NG i icchccens cooscssatvocsbebabbectiabeess 9.00 
BE IR ai nacdenctconpancegenttaneunbitiaieinis 40.00 
VO I inci scscte iirc cdvesinelatiotis 79.00 
5,000 Sprigs or more 
ST “CPU sncacigcasccovcscqnoenpeasichians 50.00 
JUNE 1957 


Mondo Grass is guaranteed to live and grow or it will 
be replaced without cost to customer. Ideal for heavy 
shaded areas, dry or wet. FREE folder of testimonials and 
many photos of Mondo “Grass” lawns sent on request. 


Mondo is resistant to diseases; insects and animals will 
not feed on it. Stops erosion; grows compactly, crowding out 
other grass and weeds; multiplies rapidly, as much as 100 
times (10,000%) first year. Enhances property value. So 
sensational we expect to revolutionize lawn-making. For 
good coverage first year plant 4” to 12” apart. Numerous 
rooted blades to sprig. 


Planting and culture instructions with each order. Remit- 
tance with order. Shipped prepaid. MONEY-BACK GUAR- 
ANTEE; if not completely delighted you may return at once 
for refund. Open account to A-1 rated firms buying 1,000 
sprigs or more, FOB, Biloxi. Distributors wanted everywhere. 


MONDO GRASS & NURSERY CO. 


Dept. F-G, BILOXI, MISS. 
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‘Thine a Real “Beauty Blob” 


to my Roses and Flowers 
since I’ve been using 








ANTROL ROSE SPRAY, 


New Ready-To-Use Multi-Purpose Bomb 
Is An Insecticide, Miticide, Fungicide — 
All in One! = 
No mixing! No pouring! No 
sprayer to buy! Exclusive formula _ 
with Lindane, Rotenone, Pyrethrins § — : 
and Piperonyl Butoxide kills Aphids, davies 
Jap Beetles, Mites, Thrips, Leafhop- Te curr On 
pers, and many others. war 


Contains Captan and Karathane for r osé 
wears sido Control 5 p i a 


'N ickly, droopi 

roses. Putthe bloom of health At your dealers or write *wer Bom’ 
in your flowers with fast- “Bug-Z", Boyle-Midway . 7 
acting, longer-lasting Antrol nc., 22 East 40th Street, 

3 Way Rose Spray. New York 16, New York. 

















‘For more gardening pleasure the year round, read 
FLOWER GROWER—America’s, favorite gardening aid 





especially designed and made for 1 
the home gardener — the NEW 


“LITTLE CHAMP”’ 
rotary hand duster 
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BUILT FOR LONG LIFE y 
Here it is—after two years’ ; : : l 
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development—‘‘Little 
Champ,’’ the only rotary 
hand duster designed and 
far hhcme sardeners. Like EASIEST to USE for EFFECTIVE DUSTING 
other Champion sprayers Hold with one hand, turn the crank and a cloud of 
and dusters, it’s built to per- fine dust envelops roses, shrubbery, small trees. 
form and last. Exclusive fea- Use ree iP egpemcnin ¢ fungicide from -— nful 
tures h iral agi up to 2-lb. capacity. Entire top comes off for easy 
that fufts byes ee i filling. Because it ef s the right kind of dusting so 
the adjustable feed control ¢asily, it’s the ideal aid for better flowers and vege- 
for every kind of dusting tables. See your garden center or write for literature. 
i ing. T 10- 
without clogging. Two 10- CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 
included for easy dusting Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
under low plants, for reach- 6517 HEINTZ AVE. . DETROIT 11, MICH. 
ing small trees. Only $9.85. Distributorships available—write for details 
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Garden Events 


May 18-19, Sarcoxie, Mo.—National 
Peony Show of the American Peony 
Society. 

May 19, San Francisco, Calif.—Annual 
Rose Show, San Francisco Rose So- 
ciety, City Hall Rotunda. 

May 23, Greenwich, Conn.—Annual 
House and Garden Tour, benefit of 
Patients’ Special Project Fund, Insti- 
tute of Physical Medicine and Re- 
habilitation, New York University. 

May 24, St. Joseph, Mo.—28th Annual 
Flower Show, St. Joseph Garden Club, 
Maples Tea Room. 

May 25-26, Boise, Ida.—Region 11 Con- 
vention, Boise Valley Iris Society, 
Idaho State Capitol Building. 

May 25, Baltimore, Md.—Annual Rose 
Show, Maryland Rose Society. 

May 25, Portland, Ore.—Annual Show, 
Portland Chapter, African Violet So- 
ciety of America, Woman’s Club 
Building. 

May 25, Greenville, R. I—Flower Show, 
Apple Blossom Garden Club, Public 
Library. 

May 26, Wichita, Kan.—Spring Show, 
Wichita Rose Society, Boulevard State 
Bank. 

May 27-28, Chugwater, Wyo.—Tulip 
Show, Chugwater Garden Club. 

June 1-2, Indianapolis, Ind.—Annual 
Rose Show, Indianapolis Rose Society, 
Holcomb House, Butler University. 

June 2, Nutley, N. J.—Annual Show, 
New Jersey Iris Society, Nutley Mu- 
seum. 

June 2-3, Minneapolis, Minn.—Iris Show, 
Twin City Iris Society, Latham 
Brotherhood Building. 

June 2-8, Cincinnati, Ohio—Annual Gar- 
den Tour, Ohio Association of Garden 
Clubs and Cincinnati Times Star. 

June 6, Bellwood, Ill.—Flower Show, 
Bellwood Garden Club, Memorial 
Park District Community Building. 

June 7, Sidney, Ohio—Flower Show, 
Shelby County Garden Club, Masonic 
Temple. 

June 7-8, Medford, Ore.—Meeting and 
Rose Show, District Rose Society, 
Medford Hotel. 

June 8-9, Northlake, Ill.—Annual Flower 
Show, Northlake Women’s Garden 
Club, Riley School Gymnasium. 

June 8-9, Indianapolis, Ind.—Annual 
Rose Festival, Hilisdale Nurseries Rose 
Gardens. 

June 9, Moline, Il.—Annual Rose and 
Flower Show, Tri-City Men’s Rose 
& Garden Club, Masonic Temple. 

June 10, Farmingdale, N. Y.—Intra-club 
Flower Show, Long Island Rose So- 
ciety, Downtown Center of Long 
Island Agricultural & Technical Inst. 

June 10-16, Portland, Ore.—Annual Rose 
Festival. 

June 11-12, Harrisburg, Pa.—Annual 
Rose Show, Harrisburg Rose So- 
ciety, Pennsylvania Farm Show 
Building. 

June 11-13, Portland, Ore.—National 
Convention, Men’s Garden Clubs of 
America, Multnomah Hotel. 

June 12, New York, N. ¥.—June Garden 


FLOWER GROWER 





Show, Horticultural Society of New Pee ee EF Eg EG 8 Oe EE GG UG GG hm 


York, Essex House. 

June 12-14, Hudson, Ohio—Annual e 

House and Garden Pilgrimage, Hudson are bugs eating 
plants and blooms ? 


Garden Club. 
Look at your leaves for danger signs 


June 13, Napoleon, Ohio—Henry County 
Garden Show, Napoleon Garden Club, 
Then apply ISOTOX Garden Spray, containing Lindane, 
Malathion and DDD. This time-saving spray controls more 


Napoleon Elementary School. 
June 14-15, Salem, Ore.—Annual Rose 
than 43 varieties of destructive garden insects! 


k 
4 

Show, Salem Rose Society. ® 

June 15-16, Vancouver, Wash.—Fort Van a 
Couver Rose Show. 

June 16, Seattle, Wash. é 
Seattle Men’s Garden Club. 

June 19-22, Tulsa, Okla—Annual Con- | J 
vention, American Hemerocallis So- 
ciety, Hotel Tulsa. @ 

June 19-22, Milwaukee, Wis.—National 
Convention and Rose Show, American & 
Rose Society, Schroeder Hotel. 8 

June 22, Northbrook, Iil—Annual Gar- 
den Show, Northbrook Garden Club. 

June 24, Toronto, Canada—Annual Rose 
Show, Canadian Rose Society, Hart 
House. 

June 25-27, Tacoma, Wash.—Annual 
Convention, Washington State Federa- 
tion of Garden Clubs, Winthrop Hotel. 

June 26, Chicago, Il—tLecture in 
honor of late Jesse L. Strauss given 
by Frank Reinelt, at Chicago Horti- 
cultural Society, 116 S. Michigan 
Avenue. : - << Chewed-up leaves are Streaked blooms and 

af tralia torted leaves? Check for clews to Japanese Beetle. foli often caused 

pe oF gg “AP se Phan , Aphis. ISOTOX controls | Spray with ISOTOX when Thrips. ISOTOX rot 

; y Rose Society, 
Southwest Washington Fairgrounds. ophis. beotios first appear. ateseten. 

June 29-30, Tulsa, Okla.—Annua! Gladi- 
olus Show, Tulsa Council of Garden 
Clubs and State Gladiolus Society, 
Tulsa Garden Center. 
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American Hemerocallis 
Society in Tulsa 


e The American Hemerocallis So- 
ciety will hold its Annual Conven- 
tion in Tulsa, Oklahoma, from June 
19 to 22. Convention headquarters . 
will be the Tulsa Hotel. ren - 

Visitors to the Tulsa Convention Pd Re PLZ 
onan pte gorau on Ana Silvered leaves usually | Mottled leaves on rhodo- | Defoliated fruit trees may 
lili hat : “F A : d a mean Red Spider Mites. dendrons, azaleas, camel- mean Caterpillar dam- 
ilies that receiv a. Ss IMPROVED ISOTOX Gor- | lias? Spray with ISOTOX | age. Powerful ISOTOX 


Merit in 1956 and prior years, all den Spray M kills "em. | when bugs first appear. | K.O.’s them all, 
those that received Honorable 


Mention awards in 1956 and prior 
years, and many other prize-win- 
ning day-lilies. Tulsa is an espe- 
cially good meeting place for the 
Convention, since both evergreen 
and deciduous hemerocallis grow 
well in that climate. 

During the four-day Convention 
nine private gardens will be 
visited, and at the Wild Nurseries 
at Sarcoxie, Missouri, a barbecue 
luncheon will be served to the 
Convention visitors. 

For information about member- 
ship in The American Hemerocallis 
Society, write to the Secretary, 
Mrs. Daisy E. Ferrick, 416 Arten 
Avenue, Topeka, Kansas. Dues 
are $3.00 annually. If you would 
like to register for the Convention 
in Tulsa, write to Arthur A. Odell, 
Convention Secretary, 1630 Swan 
Drive, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


ils A These Garden insets, To 


Psyllids * Chrysanthemum Fly * Ants 
Leafhoppers * Plant Bugs * Lace Bugs 
Flea Beetles * Spittle Bugs * Ticks 
Woolly Aphis * Mealybugs * Armyworms 
Scale (crawlers) * ieaf Miners * Gnats 
White Fly * Diabrotica Beetle * Flies 
Cucumber Beetle * Grasshoppers 
Sowbugs ° Brachyrhinus Beetle * Earwigs 
Fuller Rose Beetle * Onion Maggot 
Strawberry Root Weevil * Wireworms 
Cabbage Caterpillars * Chinch Bugs 

Pium Curculio * Chiggers * Cutworms 
Mole Crickets * White Grubs * Lawn Moths 
Mosquitoes * Black Widow Spiders 





California Spray-Chemicai Corp. 
Executive offices: Richmond, Calif., Washington, D.C. 
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‘CHRYSANTHEMUM PLANTS! | Time to start 


H WONDERFUL VALUES, FINE LARGE INDIVIDUALLY ROOTED PLANTS | BIENNI ALS 


LATE SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER are 


1000-BLOOM 
the times to start biennials from seed 


“MIRACLE MUM” 
if you want to enjoy their flowers next 


Hardy Perennial Grows Anywhere 
PLANT THROUGH JUNE year. For biennials need a whole 
FOR SUMMER-FALL BLOOMS growing season before they become 
ye ey mature enough to form flowers. Then 
three feet across. after flowering, they usually die or will 
ORDER NOW... PLANT NOW $ <3 only struggle along and should saw 
fore be discarded. As most biennials 
Ogres 30 aoe 4a""$5 Post flower in early summer, you can move 
omy Pale annuals or such perennials as chrysan- 
CHOOSE FROM EIGHT GLORIOUS COLORS themums into the space they have oc- 


ied 
D PINK ORANGE RED COPPE — cet 
0 Yeuow - LAVENDER - were -s he se Among good biennials to grow from 


seed are Canterbury bells (Campanula 
USE THIS AD AS A CONVENIENT ORDER FORM medium), which must be started in 
“ GIANT POMS 


early summer. The little seedlings 
Outdoor Varieties 


grow very slowly and will not flower 
sues BLOOMS ON LONS SvEne Save 50% the following year unless the plants 
FOR A GORGEOUS FALL GARDEN 
SPECIAL ON 


have reached good size. (A common 
complaint to question-and-answer de- 
COFFEE-CUP SIZE BLOOMS | EES me Tits 
SEPT. - OCT. - NOV. REGULAR $1 


a tae or partments is that Canterbury bells and 
[ "35ers POST 3 ‘ POST 10 ‘3 Bs | 
‘a PAID C) § PAD O 


foxglove sometimes do not flower 
SELECT FROM 4 COLORS 


when they are supposed to. Almost 

invariably, the reason for this is that 
SELECT FROM 10 NAME VARIETIES AND NAME VARIETIES 

(_] Wonder—Ivory [-] Dream Girl—Pale Lavender | # Jiaaaigi 

([] Horizon—Snow White [_] Argonne—Deep Purple @ PURE WHITE 

(_] Honeycomb—Deep Yellow [_] Red Glow—Medium Red @ VIVID BRONZE 

(_] ¢. Nye—Giant Lemon [-] Fiesta—Orange ae Career YELLOW 

(_] Adagio—Giant Pink [_] Marionette—Bronze 


With each $2. order. 12 Giant Ranunculus Bulbs. 24 with 
FR EF $4. order, etc. Huge double summer blooms, wonderful 
for cut flowers. Six beautiful colors. _ 
HARDY GARDEN VARIETIES 
Economy Decorative mums, heavy 
SPECIAL blooming plants, late 


Mum Mix summer through fall... x 


nw oni big, standard blooms. = __ 
tt rane PAID 


6 MIXED COLORS i 35° POST 3 $€ post 10 $ 
INCLUDES TC) PAID C) PAID 0) 


CUSHION-POM 
GARDEN SELECT FROM 10 NAME VARIETIES 


DECERATING (7) Silverplate—White (0) Huntsman-—Tall Bronze 
a iSmuee) | | Columbus—Yellow (_] Lassie—Pink 
BLOOMS {_] Burgundy—Deep Maroon (] Betty—Rose 
iy ia mela) (|_| Magnificent—Bright Red (_] Alert—Purple 

ON bal \ Me! (_) Beacon—Tall Orange {-] Spellbound—Lavender 


GERBERA (TRANSVAAL DAISIES) 


Individually rooted plants. The most satisfactory of the painted daisy family. § 
Giant blooms 2 to 4 inches across, on graceful 18-inch stems. 


4 
ob 35* Sass 5] ost suse coer in shades of Pink. g 


Check items on ad and mail with cash, check or money order now to : 








Pr ee 














Soe 


Most biennials sheuld be grown from seed 
planted in late spring or early summer. 
A coldframe (as above) makes a conven- 
ient seed bed, or sow in open ground. 











Seedlings sh bove have made good 
Lloyd's Gardens, Rt. 2, Box 52A growth ate pees iow daly be trans- 


GLADSTONE, OREGON planted. Seeds started in early sum- 


om on om on om on Dials 2 as SOE toes ancemenuran amiss oan mer need extra watering, sun protection. 
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The clocks keep ticking 
away. We need your dol- 
lars to make each minute 
count in the fight against 
cancer. 


With $70, we can buy an 
eyepiece micrometer . . . 
$48 buys a laboratory 
flowmeter...$15 buys an 
instrument sterilizer ... 
$3.75,ahematocritreader. 


Only you can decide how 
much you can afford to 
send. But send it today, 
to help us keep moving 
ahead in the struggle to 
save lives. 


Send a generous check to 
“Cancer” c/o your local 
Post Office. 


the seeds were started too late the pre- 
vious summer and the resulting plants 
were still too small to bloom. Such 
plants will usually flower the third 
year.) 

Other good biennials, with flowers 
so attractive that once you have seen 
them you'll make biennial-plant grow- 
ing a regular garden procedure, are 
foxglove, pansy, hollyhock (grow the 
double varieties), forget-me-not (my- 
osotis), mullein (verbascum), and 
sweet William (Dianthus barbatus). 

—M. P. J. 


PHOTOCH APHS FOR FLOWER CROWER 
BY WALTER SINCER 


Canterbury bells seedlings are small and 
have delicate root systems. A label makes 
a good transplanting tool. Once moved, 
the young plants will begin to fill out. 


These plants are being transplanted into 
a coldframe. Set plants about 10 inches 
apart. In regions where winters are se- 
vere, protect with sash or by mulching. 


These sturdy young plants in early fall 
are the right size to make good blooms 
the following June. Plants much smaller 


Unique design 
creates suction 
that pulls grass 
straight up for 
clean cutting, 
then whirls the 
cuttings around 


» to chop them 


into a fine mulch. 
Vac-U-Lift, orig- 
inated for RUGG 
Rotary Mowers, 
for your “best on 
the street” Rugg- 
neat lawn. : 


reel power, hand 


ach is economy 


AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY than these would probably not flower. 


JUNE 1957 





How to protect your 
whole garden with 
just one insecticide 


a 


Cabbage Looper Japanese Beetle 


WORMS — Malathion, in sprays or dusts, kills 
worms, loopers, miners, caterpillars, etc, 
BEETLES — Malathion also protects your whole 
garden from beetles, mealybugs, lacebugs. 





Aphid Red Spider Mite 


APHIDS — (Plant lice) Deform foliage, exude PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY MONTAGUE FREE 


sticky “honeydew”. Build up fast. Malathion gives | The broad walk at Kew edged with golden-yellow tulips and rose rhododendron. 
quick kill. — Tiny. You'll find them under 
leaves. “Brown” foliage of most plants. 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Come to Kew 


in lilac time 


by MONTAGUE FREE 


Codling Moth Leafhopper 


FRUIT WORMS —Malathion protects trees, 
small fruits from worms, leaf rollers, aphids, 
mites. LEAFHOPPERS — Cause “burned” areas 
on foliage, blooms. Whatever you grow, malathion 
kills the insects you’re likely to encounter. 


ILAC TIME, WHICH ALSO IS LABUR- terest, either in the greenhouses or 
. NUM TIME, horse-chestnut time outdoors, no matter what the season 
and bluebell time, is perhaps the or weather. 
best time of ail to visit Kew; but you In 1730 a lease of Kew House in 
can go down to Kew at any time be- London, England, was obtained by 
cause there is always something of in- Frederick, Prince of Wales. Augusta, 


Oyster Shell Seale Housefly 


SCALES — Disfigure fruit, leaves, limbs. Nat- 
ural armor makes them hard to control, except 
with malathion. FLIES — One malathion spray 
kills flies (and mosquitoes) 2 to 4 weeks, including 
DDT-resistant strains. Spray patio, porch, refuse, 


MALATHION — Solvés 
problem of which insecti- 
cide to use against which 
insect. Leading manufac- 
turers offer malathion 
sprays and dusts. Check 
label for .. . malathion. 


MALATHION 


AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 
PHOSPHATES AND NITROGEN DIVISION 
30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, N. Y. 20, N. Y. 
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The cherry-trees are seas of bloom and soft perfume, and sweet perfume, 
The cherry-trees are seas of bloom (and oh, so near to London!), 

And there they say when dawn is high and all the world’s a blaze of sky, 
The cuckoo, though he’s very shy, will sing a song for London. 


The Dorian nightingale is rare, and yet they say you'll hear him there 
At Kew, at Kew in lilac-timne (and oh, so near to London!), 

The linnet and the throstle, too, and after dark the long halloo 

And golden-eyed tu-whit, tu-whoo, of owls that ogle London. 


For Noah hardly knew a bird of any kind that isn’t heard 

At Kew, at Kew in lilac-time (and oh, so near to London!), 

And when the rose begins to pout and all the chestnut spires are out 
You'll hear the rest without a doubt, all chorussing for London: 


Come down to Kew in lilac-time, in lilac-time, in lilac-time; 

Come down to Kew in lilac-time (it isn’t far from London!), 

And you shall wander hand in hand with love in summer's wonderland; 
Come down to Kew in lilac-time (it isn’t far from London!). 


From COLLECTED POEMS, Vol. I, by Alfred Noyes. Copyright, 1906, 
1934 by Alfred Noyes. Published by J. B. Lippincott Company. 
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Dowager Princess of Wales, his widow 
and mother of George III, commenced 
the Botanic Garden in 1759. The area 
then was about 9 acres. The superin- 
tendent was a young Scotsman named 
William Aiton. Under Aiton’s man- 
agement the garden increased in size 
and interest until by the end of the 
century it was “famed throughout 
Europe for the great collection of 
plants it contained.” 

Sir Joseph Banks, the famous natu- 
ralist, also played a prominent part in 
assembling this great collection. One 
of the reasons for Sir Joseph Banks’ 
interest in Kew was: he recognized 
that the colonial expansion of Eng- 
land would require men trained in the 
knowledge of plants to superintend 
agricultural developments in various 
parts of the far-flung Empire. For 
more than 150 years this training 
school for gardeners has been in oper- 


Japanese wisteria (W. floribunda), Swiss 
stone pine (Pinus cembra) in background. 


Rose shoots are tied to pegs, stimulating 
growth of lateral flower-bearing shoots. 


Chinese scholar or pagoda tree (Sophora 
japonica), one of five planted in 1793. 
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Trees thrive 
on proper diet, too! 


The lovely trees on your lawn can’t feed nearly as well as they 
would in a forest. You carefully sweep away the grass clip- 
pings and fallen leaves that should nourish them. 

A scientific, deep-down feeding by Davey tree experts now 
will come close to restoring the balanced diet Mother Nature 
intended. Once well nourished, your trees will delight you 
with a burst of deep, rich green and the lushness of their foliage. 

Your trees are the most precious adornment of your out- 
door living. Give them the best of are! Davey care covers 
pruning, bracing, cabling, transplanting, lightning protection, 
cavity surgery, as well as deep feeding and all other tree-care 
services. And Davey men are trained with almost half a cen- 
tury of research and development! 

If you can’t find “‘Davey Tree Experts” in your phone book, 
write to 


DAVEY TREE EXPERT CoO. 


KENT 4, OHIO 


Get this beaufiful 3G6-page book on trees 
Yours by special offer... ONLY 25¢ 
Full of do’s and don'ts; how to protect trees while you build; how to 
measure for growth; prctures of common pests and illnesses; lots of 
lists for yp planting—fall color, spring color, bad soils, shade. 
Published as a special public service to home-owners by The Davey 


\\ Tree Expert Co. Send your quarter today. 


THE DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO. 
111 South Water Street, Kent 4, Ohio 


Enclosed is 25¢ in coin. Please send me a copy of, 
**Guide to Tree Beauty and Tree Care’”’. 


Name. 





Address. 
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they’re so easy to use! 


Do your bug-killing and 
fertilizing the easy way. Bradson 
sprayers attach to your garden 
hose like a nozzle. Concentrated 
spray material is drawn from 
the sprayer jar and mixed with 
water from the hose. No 
pumping — water pressure does 
the work. And you can use 

any brand of spray material. 


GRO-GUN $2.95 


For spraying ferti- 
lizers, lawn treat- 
ments, weed-killers, 
etc. Sprays 20 gallons 
with one filling of 
quart jar. 


INSECT-G-GUN $5.95 


For applying insecti- 
cides on bushes, 
shrubs, gardens. 
Insect-O-Gun sprays 
6 gallons with one 
filling of quart jar. 





ation and there is scarcely a spot in 
the world, horticulturally speaking, 
that has not been influenced by Kew- 
trained men. 

It was Sir Joseph who commissioned 
Captain Bligh, master of the “Bounty,” 
to proceed to Otaheite to get plants of 
the breadfruit tree which they thought 
would solve the problem of the food 
supply for the slaves in the West 
Indies. A young Kew gardener, David 
Nelson, went along on the trip to take 
care of the young plants. As almost 
everyone knows, the crew of the 
“Bounty” mutinied and in consequence 
Captain Bligh, together with eighteen 
others, including Nelson, who re- 
mained loyal to him, set out in a small 
boat which, under the guidance of 
Captain Bligh, made a record-breaking 
trip of 3618 miles from Tofoa in the 
Friendly Isles to Timor in the Dutch 
East Indies. 

Until 1840 Kew belonged to the 
Royal Family; but in 1841 it was taken 
over by the government as a public 
scientific establishment. 

It was Kew and its facilities that 
made possible the beginning of the 
rubber industry in the East Indies. 
About 1874 the government of India 
was very much disturbed about a dev- 
astating disease which destroyed the 
coffee plantations in Ceylon. As a re- 
sult the government was looking for a 
substitute crop. Sir Henry Wickham, 
an explorer and planter in Brazil, was 
interested in the rubber industry and 
he convinced the government that rub- 
ber could be grown as a plantation 
crop. Asa result he was commissioned 
to obtain seeds of rubber (Hevea 
brasiliensis) from Brazil. Wickham 
was successful in getting the seeds, and 
having got clearance for them from the 
Brazilian government by telling the 
officials that he had a collection of 
“botanical specimens for Queen Vic- 
toria,” he was allowed to depart with 
them. Kew was alerted by cable so 
that when the ship reached Liverpool 
there was a special train waiting to 
take the seeds to Kew where they were 
immediately planted. About 3 weeks 
later approximately 1,000 young plants 
were packed in Wardian cases which 
were sent to Ceylon with a young stu- 
dent gardener to take care of them on 
the voyage. Seeds of rubber quickly 
lose their viability and the slow trans- 
portation at that time made it impos- 
sible to successfully send the seeds 
directiy to the East Indies. 

Kew was among the pioneers in 
sending out explorers for -plants. In 
1772 Francis Masson was appointed a 
collector in South Africa where he 
remained three years. His labors re- 
sulted in adding more than 400 species. 

James Bowie was sent to Brazil in 
1814 and in 1817 he was sent to South 
Africa where he made large collections 


ROTARY EDGER 


AND 


TRIMMER 
BUY 


Model Shown $5.45 

Other Models 

$4.45—$6.45 
Edging and trimming difficult spots is 
easy and fast with a Geyer Rotary Edger 
and Trimmer. Just roll along. The shear- 
ing action clips neat and clean. Use to 
edge walks, borders, driveways, etc. Self- 
sharpening blade, sure-grip tire tread, 
durable, attractive. Fully guaranteed. 


BE SURE TO... 
BUY GEYER! 


AT YOUR DEALER NOW 





MORE FUN...MORE TIME TO RELAX 
nichols 





with 


Hluminum Leisure 
garden products 


| trellis FOR THE MOST BEAUTIFUL 
FLOWERS IN TO 


@ RUSTPROOF — Eioete in- 
definitely 

@ MAINTENANCE-FREE — 
never requires painting 

@ COOL — will not burn 
tender vines 

@ ATTRACTIVE — beautiful 
""Lustre-Brite'’ silver-like 
finish 


Available in 10 ft. and 25 ft. 
eee lengths complete with all 
~~“ hardware and instructions. 


FOR THE NEATEST LAWN 
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 


@ RUSTPROOF — lasts for 
« vTors GRASS FROM 


SPREADING — reduces 
tedious back-breaking 


trimmi 
@ NEW SAFETY EDGE — 
makes installation safe 


and easy 

@ Won't interfere with 
mowi 

@ NO clips or joints 


Available in 4” and 8" girths 
in 40 ft. continuous coils 


new! 
SAPETY EDGE 








At your favorite dealer's 
in red-white-blue cartons 


“aaiaikel ic 


WIRE & ALUMINUM CO., DAVENPORT, IOWA 


FLOWER GROWER 
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of bulbous and succulent plants. The 
genus Clivia was discovered and in- 
troduced to cultivation by him. 
One of his introductions in 1823 was 
an interesting cycad, Encephalartos 
horridus, with exceedingly spiny leaves 
which account for the species name. 
This specimen was in good condition 
during my time at Kew (1908-1912). 
Allan Cunningham collected plants in 
Brazil along with Bowie and, accord- 
ing to Sir Joseph Banks, his collections 
of orchids, bromeliads and bulbs “did 
credit to the expedition and brought 
honor to the Royal Gardens.” In 
1860 Cunningham was sent to Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand where he dis- 
covered and introduced many new 
plants. Peter Good in 1801 was ap- 
pointed botanical collector on a voy- 
age to survey the coast of Australia. 
Many new plants were discovered and 
their seeds were sent to Kew, which 
“ultimately made Kew famous for 
New Holland [Australia] plants.” In 
1868 Richard Oldham was appointed 
collector for Kew in Japan and China, 
where he was instrumental in intro- 
ducing many of our now popular gar- 
den plants. 

Perhaps the most famous and best- 
known in the U.S. of all plant ex- 
plorers in China and Japan was Ernest 
H. Wilson who was Kew-trained and 
on his first trip was sponsored by a 
firm of nurserymen. Among the best 
known of Wilson’s introductions are 
the regal lily and the beauty bush. 

But Kew is much more than a way 
station for plant introductions and vou 
don’t have to be interested in rubber 
or breadfruit to appreciate the collec- 
tions. 

The area of Kew now is about 300 
acres, which is too large to “do” in one 
day or even a month, but do not let 
this deter you from visiting it. Fortu- 
nately for those who cannot, or will 
not, walk any considerable distance, 
the area that is most likely to appeal 
to the average garden lover is in and 
about the original nine acres situated 
not far from the main entrance. Here 
you will find the rock garden, the iris 
garden, many of the ancient trees and 
shrubs and the most popular green- 
houses—the orchid houses, the cori- 
servatory, the nepenthes (pitcher 
plant) house, the begonia house and 
the Victoria house in which Victoria 
regia, the largest of all water-lilies, was 
first grown from seed in 1849. 

Kew has been developed under the 
handicap of poor sandy soil and its 
proximity to London, which means 
that it occasionally is subject to Lon- 
don fog. This is damaging to some 
plants. In the begonia house, for ex- 
ample, practically all the flowers fall 
off; and all the greenhouses must have 
the soot washed from the glass as an 
aftermath of these visitations.® 
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. Viagara (Contains Pyrenone®) 


GARDEN DUST OR SPRAY 
Slit me O@lalb am =lelol-mr-lalem—jilelalt— 


LEAVES NO HARMFUL RESIDUE ON FOOD CROPS 


Worried about using 
poisonous chemicals on 
your garden? Relax— 
get Niagara Garden Dust 
or Spray. It’s a com- 
pletely safe, yet highly 
effective insecticide- 
fungicide combination. 
Use it on your vegeta- 
bles. There will be no 
objectionable or danger- | 
ous residue at harvest 
time. Use it on your 
flowers, too. Niagara 
Garden Dust or Spray 
gives you complete gar- 
den protection in a single 
package. And remember 
—it contains pyrenone— 
it’s safe! A product of 
Niagara Chemical Divi- 
sion, Middleport, N.Y. 


Ine 
agara GARDEN PRODUCTS 


Niagara Chemical Division 
FOOD MACHINERY & CHEMICAL CORP, 


Middleport, New York 





ACME ROSE DUST in new, 
EASY-TO-USE 
SQUEEZE-IT 
PACKAGE! 


Here’stheeasiest way 
to control rose pests. 
It’s the new plastic 
AcmeSqueeze-Itcon- 
tainer. Just squeeze 
and a cloud of Rose 
Dust covers roses 
evenly and complete- 
ly. Holds 8 ounces of 
Acme Rose Dust— 
an insecticide and 
fungicide. Ready for 
{tn Toone use any time, in any 


kn ‘ weather; refillable. 


‘eaus Get it from your 
—ie™” dealer now. 


ACME ALL ROUND DUST 


Also in 
Squeeze-it package 
Ideal for fruits, vege- 
tables and flowers. 
Good protection 
against most com- 
mon ts, in one 
control. 8 ounces per 
package. 

INSECTICIDE DIVISION 
ACME QUALITY PAINTS, INC. 
DETROIT 11, MICHIGAN 


ACME 


Fungicides + Insecticides - Weed Killers 
36 











FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


Julia Clements— 
flower arranger 


ULIA CLEMENTS, London, England, is author of five best-selling books on 

flower arrangement. I visited her at “The Studio,” Sloane Street, Chelsea, 
and was fascinated to hear her enthuse over her trips to America and most 
particularly the inspiration she gained here on her first trip following soon 
after the war when life in England was austere. As a guest at one of the 
large party luncheons attended by hundreds of beautifully dressed garden 
club women at one of New York’s fine hotels, she felt bewildered to find that 
such a relaxed and happy occasion could indeed be possible. Although she 
didn’t mention the word frivolous, the overall effect must have seemed far 
from serious in its general impression. Then on visiting garden clubs through- 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JULIA CLEMENTS 


cies Se pe ) 


Let’s look at the mechanics of flower First one makes the pattern with fine tall 
arranging. Here a pinholder is secured plant material. In this case pussy willow 
beneath wire mesh, for mass arrangement. is used. All stems converge in center. 


To the basic pattern tulips and daffo- Variety in form of flowers is empha- 
dils are added. Three lovely iris give sized as the arrangement is developed. 
height to the center of the arrangement. Depth of design is achieved with foliage. 


FLOWER GROWER 





B.O.A.C. 


Julia Clements leaves London to judge 
at and attend flower shows and horticul- 
tural meetings in the United States. 


out the country, and on seeing flower 


wi "™ ROOTONE 


to multiply your plants 


And so much fun, too. Because garden- 
ing’s always fun when you can expect 
success—and you can with Rootone. With 
this wonderful hormone powder, your 
slips and cuttings—roses, African violets, 
chrysanthemums and other favorites — 
take hold fast; put out strong, healthy 
roots; grow with miraculous speed. And 
it’s as inexpensive to use as its results are 
sure. And remember, Rootone has a fun- 
gicide added to it—this controls damping 
off and other soil-borne diseases. So take 
a tip from professional gardeners. Jnsure 
your success with Rootone—enjoy your 


gardening indoors and out as never before! 
Va-oz. packet 25 2-oz. jar $1 


At garden-supply and hardware stores 


arrangements everywhere she began 
to feel our enthusiasm for this creative 
art. Realizing what it means to make a 
beautiful design from easily available 
flowers, she set her course to learn as WEEDONE 
much as possible about the art during 


AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Ambler, Pa. St. Joseph, Mo. Niles, Calif. 


Weedone® © Weedone Crab Grass Killer Sodar « Weedust® + ACP Rose & Floral Dust 
WEEDONE ACP Poison ivy Killer « Gro-Stuf « Fruitone © Transplantone « ACP Garden Doctor 
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flamingo 


pink 


her stay here. On her return to Eng- 
land she immediately began to organ- ee, pees se ora 
ize small groups of flower arrangers. 
As a result there has been phenomenal om T v l R 
growth in flower arrangement clubs b f 
throughout England. Miss Clements ; ! 
has returned to the United States fre- to beaut A eae! lawn and garden 
quently and has attended our schools AKAY PLASTIC TRELLIS 
i Bago ews — el by vente for all plants that need stem support — roses, 
a rs | olde deere BE Boma morning glories, clematis, vines, vegetables. 
clbhatad a F Wiesel ait lintentn on: Practically everlasting, AKAY Plastic Trellis is 
sociathend. a-a tecseanaine cater. toe: the ideal replacement for outmoded wood or 
. [SEE Pacer 8 6] oF > metal. Won’t rust, crack or fade. Now in three 
Bf fetching colors and white, complete with hard- 
ware, at $2.98 for two 3-foot sections. At your 
dealers — or direct, postage paid. 
AKAY PLASTIC ADD-A-FENCE 
to define, protect and beautify lawns, shrubs, 
gardens. Make circles, squares, rectangular 
designs. AKAY Plastic Add-A-Fence is break 
and weather-resistant — won't rot or rust, never 
needs painting. Select colors to harmonize with 
house and trellis motif. Four sections, with corner 
et: locks, $2.49 at your 
white dealers—or direct, 
> postage paid. 


Colorful literature 
FREE on request 


CORPORATION 


: Division of Hauser Products, Inc. 
A spring arrangement truly radiant! Per- 4034 N. Kolmer A 
fectly balanced, the completed bouquet . » e a. 
is as lovely as an old English print. henge at, 
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Flowers are in hull bloom NOW 
seit am CLC ALUMINUM GREENHOUSE 


Nothing gives quite so 
much gardening pleasure as 
a greenhouse. No greenhouse 
is easier to erect and main- 
tain than a genuine EVERLITE 


Aluminum Greenhouse. 


Model G-3 Custom, $1463.00 


© Completely prefabricated 

@ Maintenance-free aluminum 
@ Beautiful curved-glass eaves 
@ Full line of accessories 

® Models as low as $187.50 


Model B-4, $276.00 


Write, wire or phone for free folder FG67 


Aluminum Greenhouses, Jue. 


14615 Lorain Avenue 


Cleveland 11, Ohio 











Write today for information 


GARDEN TOURS 


Europe * The Orient * Hawaii * South Africa 
JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, INC. 
Dept. FG6, 516 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 


PRIMROSE—PANSY 
PLANTS— SEED 


including cultural instructions. 


THE CLARKES  Cicutcma: 

















SEND for FREE, 24-page booklet of Primroses 
and Pansies beautifully illustrated in full color, 


Clackamas, Oregon 











OUR 30th ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL 


Aurelian 
Hybrid 
Limelight’ 


THREE GORGEOUS LILIES ONiY $2.00 


Here’s our greatest bargain offer — 3 beautiful exotic 
lilies — Speciosum “Crimson Glory,” DeGraaff’s famous 
nasturtium-red “Enchantment” (not pictured here) and 
Aurelian Hybrid “Limelight’’ Strain — a gorgeous trio. 
June to August blooming. We offer one bulb each, full 
flowering size. Shipped only in October, 

(Catalog value $4.50). Postpaid for only. . $2 00 


(FREE with this special, our ‘57 catalog) 
THE WORLD’S FINEST LILY CATALOG 


48 pages profusely illustrated in color, it lists over 175 
fascinating lilies, many new for ‘57. Also 12 kinds of 
Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, special Lily 
Food and spray material. Really, it’s a cultural hand- 
book, invaluable to lily lovers. To get your copy, send 
25c, coin or stamps, TODAY! 





OLYMPIC HYBRIDS LILY SPECIAL 


LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Children’s garden 


in Wisconsin 


ACATIONING FAMILIES in the Middle 
West will find thousands of plants 
in full bloom—many of them All- 
America award winners—at Wiscon- 
sin Dells’ Storybook Land. This 
garden has been created especially for 
children and is sponsored by the L. L. 
Olds Seed Company. Flower beds 
have been built around the nursery- 
rhyme theme—the BLUE BONNET pe- 
tunia, recently developed in Japan, is 
featured. Over 12,000 plants, started 
in greenhouses, have been set out. 
Each Mother Goose exhibit in Story- 
book Land has its own special varieties 
of plants. The toe of the Old Lady 
Who Lived in a Shoe is surrounded 
with the All-America award-winning 
CARNIVAL petunias, which seem to 
float in a sea of double portulaca. The 
gigantic shoe’s heel rests in a solid 
mass of two-toned French marigolds. 
Rock-a-Bye-Baby sways __ gently 
above a billow of BLUE MANTLE pe- 
tunias, while Little Boy Blue slumbers 


amidst yellow KING HUMBERT cannas 
fenced in by red coleus. The yard of 
the Gingerbread House is filled with 
LitTLE GEM alyssum, CRYSTAL PAL- 
ACE dwarf lobelia, and Fatry PINK 
ageratum. WILDFIRE zinnias mark the 
path to the Three Little Pigs’ isle, 
which is deep-moated and escape-proof 
—the pigs are real. 

You will find scores of hybrid tea 
roses, decorative shrubs, perennials 
and annuals. There are masses of 
1957 All-America winners, such as 


See in your own garden the absolute perfection of our giant 
a — eee ———, Py rate the finest. We'll 
mail you in October, three full flowering size 

bulbs, postpaid for only $1 00 


(‘57 Catalog FREE with this offer) 
Speciosum 


Speco Klmalne EM ure ~L itis 


Glory” BOX F © CANBY, OREGON Lily Specialists Since 1927 


Rep SaTIN and GLITTERS petunias, 
new hybrids such as ORTHO POLKA 
zinnias and old-fashioned favorites 
such as Dianthus chinensis (pinks). 

Storybook Land charges a small ad- 
mission fee. However, garden club 
groups of fifteen or more can obtain 
special rates by writing to Storybook 
Land, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.® 
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EASY TO USE! Just PLUG IT IN—Push the Trigger! 


with the NEW SPRAY-MISER the | Sib e 


Jet-Diffusion POWER GARDEN SPRAYER| more crrictenr: excmine sarrmne nozzue, 


NO MUSS—NO WASTE 


JUST PLUG IN a SAVES YOUR MONEY! Powertul, Ditusion-Contr 
you ization Uses.% LESS SPRAY MATERIAL 


with on Coverage 











You've wanted it—now here it is, at last—a unique, new 
high-pressure garden spray-gun that you just plug in any 
convenient electric outlet-—to quickly, efficiently, SCIEN- Go 
TIFICALLY spray insecticides, fungicides, fertilizers, kill eS 
weeds, crab grass, apply plant growth stimulants. Perfect jet 
diffusion—even distribution to the last drop. And, because 
it is so powerful, diffuses so evenly, with SPRAY-MISER 
you can SPRAY ALL INGREDIENTS AT ONCE! Best of 
all, the SPRAY-MISER Power Spray costs—not $140.00, not 
$87.50, but ONLY $14.95 complete—nothing else to buy. 
Whether you are a WEEKEND GARDENER or a 
HORTICULTURAL EXPERT — have a large garden or 
small plot, a greenhouse or house plants—SPRAY-MISER ‘ 
is for you! No longer need you spend hours spraying—with nothing else 
SPRAY-MISER you can do a BETTER JOB IN MINUTES! to buy 
SPRAY-MISER IS SO SIMPLE TO USE, SO LIGHT (only 
4 lbs. 3 ozs. complete with spray mixture), every woman 
gardener is sure to welcome it. Yet, at the same time, 
SPRAY-MISER’s controlled jet-diffusion will delight even 
a hard-boiled engineer. 
If you love flowers—a beautiful lawn—prize vegetables— 
you'll find SPRAY-MISER ali but eliminates the hard work, 
gives you MORE TIME for the FUN OF GARDENING. 
You need SEND NO MONEY! You RISK NOTHING with 
our unconditional MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Mail 
the ORDER COUPON TODAY! 


JOHN H. FAIR CO., Dept. 112, Grayslake, are 
4 tt 


KILLS STOPS 

INSECTS PLANT DISEASES Y WEEDS 
Whether you use fungi the sludgiest 4 ¢ ISON Ivy puar 
DDT, Lindane, ° y , 
athion, or any other dispersed — by Spray- As RAB GRASG! SPRAY - Misep manship and materials. 
insecticide — your Miser’ power jet- £ PRAY-MISER’s uni diffns ures 3. LIFETIME 
Spray-Miser will give controlled atomiza- a construction ena usion of if at any time the 
your plants, vegeta- tion. You get completes” you to use the Even Gibbe ’ 90-day period) your 
bles, flowers, a per- protection from bt Spray gun for ail ¢ ant ; Spray-Mi er needs 
fectly diffused coating rot, mildew, and r of Spraying—even compoun 
that stays and kills fungus disease; D other used safely} 
Days Longer. killers! 





























SEND NO MONEY— MAIL TODAY 
FOR 10-DAY FREE TRIAL! 


John H. Fair Co., Dept. 112, Graysiake, Iiinois 
Please send me, as checked below, a deluxe BVI Spray-M’ 
Power Garden Sprayer. It is understood that, if not i 
[ may return it within 10 days for full immediate refund 
keep my free gift(s), without obligation. am 
order 80 as to take advantage of your tree Garden Spray 

er 


: a 0 Send €.0.D. I will pay postman $14.95 plus postage and 
charges on arrival. 
herewith for $14.95—th 

YOUR FREE GIFT — FREE SPRAY GUIDE —YOURS TO KEEP capone, Aine 1 umn ty restive Giocbitchy tee tee bene ot 
Valuable set of specially-designed. Mail Your Order NOW to get FREE, =e Garden Spray of long-handied stainless steel 4 mass spoons and hang- 
long-handled stainless steel measuring Guide with complete instructions. I: will show you how, up rack—plus Garden Spray Guide. 

spoons, complete with handy stainless when, and why to use Pn Qe materinhe—~gives you Name...... 

ill last —— exact quantities, and other ation needed 

with order. MONEY BACK GUAR- ; f ‘ AE +. ome 
ANTEE gives you absolute protection. gardener—complete with insect City Zone........ State 


“(please print) 
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BROWNELL 
SUS TENORS 
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This semi-double, luminous peaches and 
cream colored Hybrid Tea, with its out- 
standing glossy foliage, practically free from 
thorns has been the sensation of the Display 
Gardens this season. Write for colored cata- 
logues of Hybrid Teas, Climbers, Creepers 
and the new Everblooming Pillars, BROWN- 
ELL ROSES, Box F, Little Compton, R. I. 


Learn FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 


Make centerpieces, corsages, 
wreaths, wedding bouquets. Be 
a florist—age no bar—train 
at home for profitable full or 
part time jobs. Write for school 
literature or send for special 
illustrated lesson books: 

How to make 33 Arrangements $1.00 
How to make 25 Corsages . = 
Novelty Floral Design 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 


Sante Cruz, Calif. 
Learn GREENHOUSE GROWING 





Box 564 Div. F-6 


Grow better flowers inside or 
OUTSIDE of your greenhouse. 
Train at home for profitable 
spare or full time jobs—age 
no bar—or open your own 
nursery-garden-shop. Monthly 
Growing Schedules make every- 
thing so easy. Write for infor- 
mation or send 25¢ for stu- 
dent news-letter ‘‘The Green- 
house Grower.” 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. 
Div. F-6 P.O. Box 564 Santa Cruz, Calif. 


WALD 0 R DacENBOESES 





101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $239 


101 Waldor Aluminum Greenhouse models for less than 
$500—7 less than $300. WALDOR Greenhouse gardening 
is easier; a relaxing, year ‘round hobby or bog | project. 
Something to show friend s! Ex neome All styles, 
sizes for home or \. “Prefabricated, 
simply erected, extended 

driver. No rot, no rust, no painting. 10-yr. Guarantee. 

Send 25¢ NEW 4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1406 Salem, Mass. 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 
by VICTOR GREIFF 


f Pgs PLANTS AND BULBS for the 
garden that have been started in 
the greenhouse are put out into their 
summer positions early this month. 
Tuberous begonias, caladiums, coleus, 
impatiens, fuchsias and geraniums join 
the annual seedlings which were set 
out earlier. 

A searching decision must be made 
about each greenhouse exotic: does it 
go indoors as a house plant or outside 
either in the border or a house plant 
refuge? Even porch and window boxes 
can house some plants. (See page 55.) 

With the newly gained elbowroom 
in the greenhouse and the “What is so 
rare ...” weather, the remaining ma- 
terial waxes beautiful. 

With just the right amount of shade 
on the glass from Lumite screening, 
slats, or commercial shading com- 
pound, flowering cacti, gloxinias, 
achimenes, episcias, isolomas and the 
choice bromeliad Aechmea fasciata all 
contribute to a beautiful scene. 

The greenhouse gardener, looking 
ahead, is a little callous at this time. 


He overlooks the present beauty as he 
overhauls, cuts down and propagates 
exotic house plants to produce fine 
specimens for fall. Dracaenas, philo- 
dendrons, dieffenbachias and other old 
reliables will make vigorous growth 
during the summer, which is the secret 
of later success. 

Leaves from the best gloxinias are 
firmly potted in sphagnum, peat and 
sand or a mixture of perlite and ver- 
miculite. By summer’s end each will 
make a sturdy little tuber which can 
be potted in early spring and will pro- 
duce flowers. 

Critically inspect all the plants that 
are to stay in the greenhouse. Passion- 





flower, wax vine and stephanotis are 
carefully tended and fed in preparation 
for their blooming period. 

If Gloriosa Rothchildiana tops have 
been dead a month or more it may 
be a good idea to dump the big pot, 
sort the tubers and plant some or all 
of the large ones outdoors for summer 
bloom. The crop of little tubers usu- 
ally found should be planted in a siza- 
ble bulb pan using a rich soil mixture. 
Moisten thoroughly and sink pot out- 
side in a convenient spot or a sunny 
coldframe. 

Order plants now so they may be 
well grown before fall. While hot 
weather is a hazard to hardy garden 
material in transit, the reverse is true 
of exotic material which is far more 
tolerant of heat than of cold. 

Tibouchina semidecandra is a most 
colorful item in greenhouse planting, 
especially when grown as a vine. Its 
unique, plush, veined leaves, some- 
times silvery, sometimes with a ruddy 
sun-kissed edging, are a brilliant foil 
for its flat brilliant indigo-purple flow- 
ers. It is called empress flower, having 
a historical background, and is some- 
times known by the earlier name 
Pleroma_ splendens. It propagates 
readily from green cuttings and will 
flower in a comparatively small con- 
tainer. Small specimens are often 
moved out into the flower border in 
summer where they make a showing. 

Tibouchina belongs to the melasto- 
maceae, a family with thousands of 
species, many with variously colored 
flowers which should be seen more 
often in our greenhouses. The richly 
colored Spanish shawl (Schizocentron 
elegans) with reddish stems, bright- 
green leaves and rose-purple flowers is 
of this family. It comes from Jalapa, 
Mexico, and was for many years lost 
to cultivation. Perhaps due to its high 
altitude of origin it is easy to lose by 
excess humidity, poor light or other 
factors not to its liking.® 





Free Program Aids for 
Garden Club Officers 


@ FLOWER GROWER will send free 
of charge to garden club officers 
copies of three booklets: 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1955 titles, plus worthwhile basic 
books of other years. 

Books for Gardeners, a list of 
1956 titles, plus good books of 
other years. 

Films for Gardeners, a selection 
of motion pictures on gardening 
available to garden clubs and 
groups. 

To receive copies of the above- 
mentioned pamphlets write to: 
FLOWER GRowER, Dept. Garden 
Clubs Aids, 2049 Grand Central 
Terminal Building, New York 17, 
New York. 
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Plants Out-of 
the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 


S THE DAFFODIL SEASON approaches 
A I look forward to seeing again 

that pert Irishman, BLARNEY, per- 
haps more than any other of the small- 
cupped varieties. The tall stems have 
the strength to hold up their cargo of 
beauty. coming back repeatedly after 
frosts have made them hang their heads. 
And that cargo of beauty is something to 
rave about—a flower of good size with a 
satiny, pure-white perianth and a flat 
cup of salmon-orange with a narrow 
primrose edge. Sometime when I feel 
especially affluent, I hope to have his 
offspring, BLARNEY’s DAUGHTER, which 
is described as being somewhat similar 
with a larger cup, so large in fact that it 
has been put in the large-cupped class, 
and a color of apricot-orange with a gold 
rim. Little England Daffodil Farm, Bena, 
Virginia, has both. 

Epimedium: I notice in Wayside Gar- 
dens’ (Mentor, Ohio) catalog that they 
call the epimediums “the aristocrats of 
ground covers.” That is true, too, for 
they are truly aristocrats and are excel- 
lent ground covers. But they do not 
end their usefulness as ground covers. 
In fact I would place them among the 
aristocrats of all hardy plants. 

It has been my experience through the 
years that variety names of epimediums 
mean little. In fact they have become so 
confused that it is probably best for the 
gardener to buy on description and sight. 
I doubt, though, if he would ever be dis- 
appointed if he bought anything bearing 
the name epimedium. Wayside Gardens 
lists two kinds, either of which will add 
grace and beauty to your shady garden. 
They grow 8 to 10 inches tall, with small 
pinnate leaves held to the graceful stem 
like butterflies and airy flowers in dainty 
racemes. They did best here in Michigan 
in about half shade, a peaty soil and a 
little more than the average amount of 
moisture. 

Kale: The recommendation in garden 
literature to sow seeds of kale in May, 
transplant in June and use in fall and 
winter is, I am convinced, the basis for 
the neglect of the plant in this country. 
It is the young tender shoots and those 
which have been touched by frost that I 
enjoy as greens and which provide my 
fall and winter vitamins. Although I 
grow and eat the plant because it gives 
me a delectable salad at a time when 
there is a dearth of that material in the 
home garden, I am assured by the experts 
that the plant is rich in vitamin A and the 
B-complexes. 

If you have grown kale from early 
plantings and did not care for it or have 
never tried it, may I recommend a small 
planting of VaTEs, the new Virginia Ex- 
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Incict on a 


SMITH cpraver 


THE LEADERS SINCE 1888 / 


THE LADIES’ CHOICE 


RITESIZE Sprayer 








For year ’round 
gardening fun... 


greenhouse 


Why be a part time “green thumber”’? Grow all your favorite plants, 
flowers, fresh vegetables—365 days a year, in an ORLYT Greenhouse! 


Choose from dozens of sizes and styles—free standing and lean-to models. 

ORLYT’s completely prefabricated, so you can “Build It Yourself.” 

7 Large curved-eave Aluminum ORLYT below only $1345. Lean-to pic- 
“4 tured above, $535. . . . or less than $18 a month on No Mone 

Down Convenient Pay Plan. Installation costs can be two | 


WRITE TODAY FOR NEW FREE 
COLOR CATALOG 26-67 


“LORD and BURNHAM 


NO Rust NO PAINT Irvington, N.Y. * Des Plaines, Ill 











MOSQUITO MURDERER 
GOES FREE! 


In a sensational trial, J. McGurk of E. 
Main St. was acquitted of mosquito mur- 
dering—the verdict; justifiable homicide. 

In his own defense, McGurk told how 
he and his family had been terrorized 
by mosquitoes for years. “Finally, I 


J. McGurk Murder Weapon 
(MOSQUITO KILLER) (DONALDSON FOGGER) 


could stand it no longer,” said McGurk, 
“‘so I bought a Donaldson Fogger, attached 
it to my power mower and killed them 
all with its powerful insecticide fog. I 
did it and I’m glad,” he said, “‘took me 
only 10 minutes to do the whole yard.” 

Free your yard of pesky mosquitoes 
this summer. Get a Donaldson Fogger 
at your nearest hardware store. Fits 
4-cycle reel or rotary mowers, up to 23% 
H.P. Complete kit (muffler, fogger, in- 
secticide) only $6.95. DONALDSON COM- 
PANY INC. ST. PAUL 14, MINN. 





Chamois-soft and cozy yet amazingly long 
wearing. Vinyl-treated fabric keeps out all 
dirt, lets air in. Washable, too. Wear to 
garden, paint, clean. Men's, women’s 
Styles. 98c. 

GIRL FRIDAY is the only 

plastic glove that keeps 

lovely hands cool in hot 

water. $1.39. : 


Edmont Mfg. Co., Coshocton, Ohio 
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periment Station variety listed by Joseph 
Harris, Moreton Farm, Rochester 11, 
New York. Sow in late June or July in 
the northern states or even later farther 
south. I do not know how hardy it is, but 
I do know that a companion planting 
of BLuE CurRLED ScoTcu (I get mine 
from W. Atlee Burpee, Philadelphia 32, 
Penna.) planted at the same time and 
covered with evergreen boughs and 
coarse straw at the approach of extremely 
cold weather will furnish “pickings” all 
winter in Michigan. 

Ageratum: Being old-fashioned I have 
long used ageratum CARDINAL MUNDE- 
LEIN grown from cuttings when I wanted 
a lot of plants of uniform height and 
color. With the introduction of the new 
tetraploid strain (Vaughan’s Seed Com- 
pany, Chicago 11, Illinois), variously 
known as DwarRF GIANT BLUE TETRA, 
BLUE MINK, or just plain TETRA, we may 
have a good substitute for cutting-grown 
stock. Certainly, it produces uniform 
plants with flowers of a true ageratum- 
blue color, held above the foliage mass. 
Flower arrangers will like it as the stems 
are of sufficient length for cutting. 

Lilium Martagon Album: If you are 
a beginner in lily culture and want to get 
off to a good start, may I suggest Lilium 
Martagon album? This selection will 
help you avoid the heartaches which 
may befall beginners when growing other 
varieties. L. Martagon album is quite 
sure to be an amiable companion for 
years, rewarding one yearly with pyra- 
mids (4 or 5 feet in height) of white 
reflexed bells in late June and early July. 
Not only is it one of the most permanent 
of the desirable lilies, it is also one of the 
“easies,” requiring no more than a 
woodsy well-drained soil, preferably in 
light shade. Romaine B. Ware, Canby, 
Oregon, has a good stock. 

Rosegarland Daffodil: If you want your 
daffodils to bark at you, ROSEGARLAND is 
not for you; on the other hand, if you 
like the combination of white, primrose 
and peach, it might pay you to investigate 
this tall upstanding variety. The flowers 
are large, with a broad white perianth. 
The shallow, wide, bowl-shaped cup is 
peach-colored (I notice the catalogs call 
it rosy shell-pink) making a flower of 
quiet charm. I find it among the many 
unusual offerings of Walter Marx Gar- 
dens, Boring, Oregon. 

Elaire Alexander Dwarf Phlox: The bo- 
tanical differences between Phlox nivalis 
and P. subulata are pretty difficult for a 
mere gardener to know; so when they say 
that the new dwarf variety, ELAIRE ALEX- 
ANDER, is a hybrid of these two species, 
I take their word for it. It is one of the 
most spectacular dwarf pink-flowered 
varieties that I have seen. It has some- 
thing of the upright growth of P. nivalis, 
the brilliance of the best rose-pink variety 
you have ever seen. The size of the 
flower (an inch and perhaps slightly 
more) makes it spectacular, and the 
heart-shaped petals, somewhat curled at 
their tips, give it a distinctive appearance. 
In addition to all these excellent qualities, 
it is said to have a tendency to bloom in 
autumn after its prodigious production in 
spring. Available from American Peren- 
nial Gardens, P. O. Box 37, Garden City, 
Michigan.® 





Goon LS” 


—— 37 woz really keeps dogs and 

“ cats away from your valu- 

S able trees, shrubs, 
whitewall tires and 
trash cans. Simply 
spray Ripz Push- 
Button Dog Repel- 
lent and —wHOOorF— 
you stop dog dam- 
age! What's more, 
Riwz is harmless to 
vegetation, too! 
RIDZ is “doggone” 
' good inside your 

D re) CG. home, too. Keeps 
REpELLEN dogs and cats away 
“i aug from your, furniture! 
% OKEER DOVES 
ShHauss 7 

x Satisfaction guaranteed, 

when used as directed, or 
your money back. 
At your dealer’s or write 
“Bug-Z”, Boyle-Midway 
Inc., 22 E. 40th St., N. Y. 16. 











(an organic mulch) © 


This specially processed buckwheat hull mulch is easy to 
use, stays in place, conserves moisture, smothers weeds. 
it’s non-absorptive—iets water in but not out. Provides 
attractive dark brown background for roses, flowers. Pre- 
vents mud splatter on foundations. Also used widely on 
vegetable gardens, strawberries, shrubs. Easy-to-handle 
50 Ib. bags. (200 Ibs. covers 260 sq. ft. 1” deep). 
Prices F.0.B. Cohocton, N. Y. 

200 ibs.—$6.00 1000 Ibs.—$22.00 

500 Ibs.—12.50 2000 ibs.— 43.00 

Order from ad or write for free folder. 


LARROWE MILLS, INC. 


Box Cohocton, New York 











Buy the Best...a 
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SPRAYER or DUSTER 
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DOBBINS DIV. CHAMBERLAIN CORP. 
WATERLOO, IOWA 


FLOWER GROWER 

































LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Rose Festival 
at Newark 


HE ANNUAL ROSE FESTIVAL at 
T Newark, New York, in the west- 
ern part of the state, will open 

on June 16 with the coronation of the 
Rose Princess in the amphitheatre ad- 
joining the rose garden of Jackson and 
Perkins Company. Jackson and Per- 
kins is celebrating its 85th anniversary. 
It is expected that more than 200,000 
visitors will go to the 17-acre rose 
garden during the Festival this year. 
Special ceremonies will feature the 
introduction of two All-America flori- 
bundas, FusILIER and GoL_p Cup (See 
page 49). Two other new varieties 
that will be shown in special plantings 
for the first time are the yellow hybrid 
tea rose, ARLENE FRANCIS, and the 
apricot pink hybrid tea, GAIL BORDEN. 
On Saturday, June 16, there will be 

a Festival of Roses parade, and just 
prior to the parade the new Betsy Mc- 
Call Children’s Garden will be dedi- 
cated. This garden, which features 





Betsy McCall floribundas, will be 
opened by the ‘tose Princess. 

There are plans for a letter-writing 
competition among children in the up- 
state area explaining “Why I would 
like Nosey as a friend.” (Nosey is a 
dachshund in the Betsy McCall story.) 





Charles H. Perkins, president of Jack- 
son and Perkins, is to be awarded medal 
of Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 


The girl and boy who write the best 
letters will receive thoroughbred 
dachshunds. 

The Sterling Bowl Tournament, 
which is open to one hundred ar- 








rangers from all states, will be held on 
June 26. This annual rose arrange- 
ment competition is one of the high- 
lights of the Rose Festival. The $5,000 
sterling silver trophy goes to the win- 
ner’s garden club for one year and is 
then returned to the competition at the 
next Festival. The name of each year’s 
winner and her garden club is inscribed 
on the standard of the bowl. Each of 
the eight finalists receive silver con- 
tainers. The Sterling Silversmiths 
Guild of America and the Jackson and 
Perkins Company are co-sponsors of 
the tournament. (For further details 
see FLOWER GRowER for March 1957, 
page 105.) 

The first winner of the Sterling 
Bowl Tournament, Mrs. Rolland Fifer 
of Louisville, Kentucky, will be pres- 
ent to make demonstration arrange- 
ments, using the new hybrid tea rose, 
STERLING Si_verR. Her work will be 
exhibited with table settings created by 
Gertrude Brassard. 

American Rose Society Day will be 
held on Saturday, June 29. Arno 
Nehrling, director of the Massachu- 
setts Horticultural Society, will present 
his society’s gold medal to Charles H. 
Perkins, president of Jackson and Per- 
kins, for his work in improving the 
rose and making the American public 
rose conscious.® 
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dealer finance 
plan—10% down. 
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EASY STARTING 
3 starting methods: rope, recoil 
and electric. Either way — Eclipse 
starts right off! 


ad Easy Terms! Low as 






.. . and lowest "per year" cost ! 


ILLIONS of families have learned 
through the years to expect more from 
an Eclipse than from ordinary mowers. 
Feature for feature comparison shows some of 
the difference. But owner reports tell an even 
greater story: whether you have a reél, rotary 
or sickle bar mower, if it’s branded with the 
Eclipse name, it simply mows better and costs 
less to own per year! 
Write for free folder, “How to select your power mower.” 


THE ECLIPSE LAWN MOWER CO. 


DIV. OF BUFFALO-ECLIPSE CORPORATION 
6705-D RAILROAD ST. - 


$1200 per Month * 





QUIET OPERATION 
Low-tone muffler (most models) 
reduces engine noise — makes 
mowing more pleasant. 


Folks just naturally expect (and get! 


more from Eclipse’ = 





EASY HANDLING 

Adjustable “Natural Grip’ ® 

handles and balanced design 
d user fati 











PROPHETSTOWN, ILL. 






A dozen hints for carefree 


ORAWINGS FOR FLOWER GROWER BY FRANK GC. SCHWARZ 


Keep small tots and pets at a safe distance. Power 
mowers always draw an audience. Make sure 
that it’s a sideline audience. 


es ete d 


Disconnect spark plug when working underneath 
mower. This prevents engine from accidentally 
starting. Spinning blade by hand can start en- 
gine. Alwoys tip mower by handle. 


Pick a dry day for electric mowing. Unless you 
are certain your mower and cord are in perfect 
condition, do not mow when grass is moist. 
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Stop engine when leaving mower. To make sure 
that your mower doesn’t get away—as the 
whopper did—shut off engine. 


Store fuel properly. Take no chances with a fire 
hazard—keep gasoline in an approved container. 





Keep in step with the machine. If you lag behind 
or let the mower pull you, you won't be in full 
command of machine at all times. Don’t run. 

















Carefree mowing is safe mowing. These 
hints are presented through the coopera- 
tion of the Lawn Mower Institute and 


lawn mowing Flower Grower, the Home Garden 


magazine. 


FAA 





Respect your mower and teach this respect. All 
members of the family who operate the machine 
should be taught to respect it. 


Learn to disengage clutch quickly. In case of an 
emergency, be sure you know how to stop the 
mower and engine at a moment's notice. 





[e) 








Inspect the lawn before mowing. Take several 
minutes before you start mowing and walk over 
the entire lawn area to make sure that it is 
free of rocks, sticks and debris. 






Start engine in a safe position. Stand with both 
feet firmly on the ground—in complete balance. 
Also keep feet at a safe distance from blade. 










Take special care on inclines. Always be sure of Don’t race the engine. Excessive cutting-blade 
your footing and balance when mowing on speed is dangerous and will result in a poor 
grades or inclines. mowing job. Do not tamper with governor. 
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Experts and Beginners BOTH 


Will Benefit From 


Membership in 


The American Rose Society 


(A non-profit organization of 





more than 16,500 members) 


ALL THIS IS YOURS 
TO ENJOY AND PROFIT 
BY AT NO EXTRA COST . 


e@ Thirty articles (264 pages) on roses and how 
to grow them, written by national authorities 
for the gardener, 20 Color Plates of new roses 
and the famous Proof of the Pudding—candid 
comments on new varieties tested in home 
gardens all over America 

Membership includes a membership card 
Subscription to American Rose Magazine 
Help on personal rose questions 

Use of Lending Library of 450 titles 

1957 Guide for Buying Roses 


te 1957 ’ Milian 
Rose ce a 


(Just 
Published) 





Guide for Beginners on Growing Roses 





1957 Dues only $5.50—Three years $16.00 


4048 ROSELEA PLACE «+ 


COLUMBUS 14, OHIO 


Ya The American Rose Society, Dept Ff 
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BLoO cope 20° 


Dainty Pink Daffodils from 
Holland. Two Number 1 
size, round bulbs, postpaid 
for only 25c. Supply lim- 
= ited. Order now, cash with 
order. Delivery October Ist. 


BURGESS SEED & PLANT CO. 
529-P. Galesburg, Mich. 








‘COMPOST 
50c A TON 


EASILY MADE FROM WASTE MATERIAL 
Burkleigh Com Activator is entirely nat- 
ural; organic. akes sweet, earthy com 
from leaves, grass clippings, garden waste , ha: 
straw, sawdust, manures if available. A’ little 
does much. Keeps full strength until used. 
Send only $1. for enough to activate up to 
two tons, plus complete instructions including 
“SECRETS OF SAWDUST" and special 32-page 
pom od we ten IN GOD'S WAY.” 
DAY. We pay delivery 


BURKLEIGH c0., “Dept. C-10,' Towson, Md. 








Get the best ... get 


gilmour 
LAWNMASTER 
Twin-Spin sprinkler is 
full rotating at con- 
stant speed. Fan-like 
spray over 1800 sq. ft. 
Beautiful but rugged 
construction. Light 
weight. Can't rust or 
clog. 





gilmour 
REELMASTER 


Fiberglas 2-way hose 
reel attaches directly to 
faucet or stakes out on 
lawn with special 
holder. Holds up to 
175 ft. of garden hose. 
leakproof fittings. Life- 
time construction. 





TUT Ak 


uk 





gilmour 
HOSEMASTER 


Exclusive pistol grip 
control. Leakproof 
and non-corrosive. 
Automatic spray con- 
trol saves water. 
Lock keeps nozzle adjusted for any 
kind of spray desired. Light weight, 
streamlined. New flared handle. 






MONEY Bac, 

by the world’s 

largest manufacturer 
of pistol grip 
hose nozzles. 


Factory 


GUARANTEED 


ag 
"Oras coe 


if your dealer doesn't have it, order direct ! 


MANUFACTURING CO. © SOMERSET, PA. 


RETAILS 
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Herb teas 
a- brewing! 


by DORIS E. STEBBINS 


a-brewing are reminiscent of a 

past wherein life’s needs were 
simple, its course directed by a humble 
wisdom. 

Somewhere along the way we have 
lost the charm of the aroma of fragrant 
teas steaming in a porcelain pot; of fine 
china cups arranged cozily by a geran- 
ium-filled window. 

Chamomile tea, a savory, pleasant 
brew, capable of quieting jittery nerves, 
was made by adding half an ounce of 
dried chamomile blossoms to a pint of 
boiling water and steeping for ten min- 
utes. It was strained and served steam- 
ing hot with honey or lemon. Even 
Peter Rabbit was sent to bed with a cup 
of chamomile tea! 

Balm, an enjoyable sweet tea, is bene- 
ficial to persons who are feverish, as its 
volatile oils cool perspiration. This tea 
was boiled for about five minutes, using 
one teaspoon of balm to each cup of 
water. 

Catnip tea was a standby remedy for 
a nervous headache. 

Lemon thyme was often added to 
green tea for a nervous headache. A 
steaming cup of lemon verbena tea 
could not be surpassed when topped 
with a few mint leaves. 

Spearmint (Mentha spicata), pepper- 
mint (Mentha piperita), orange mint 
(Mentha citrata) and apple mint (Men- 
tha rotundifolia) made a good cup of 
tea even better. Peppermint made a 
soothing brew for quieting a trouble- 
some tummy. 

When anyone in Grandmother’s 
household had jumpy nerves or was 
troubled by dizziness, her remedy was 
sage tea at bed time. The herb for this 
is Salvia officinalis. 

Lavender, usually associated with old 
ladies and fine linens, was combined 
with rosemary (two parts cured laven- 
der flowers to one part rosemary leaves) 
to brew a delightfully. fragrant tea. 

Bee-balm (Monarda didyma) was 
used as a tea substitute during the 
American War of Independence. Called 
Oswego tea, it was a most tasty and 
satisfying drink. 

The pleasures of herb-bibing need not 
be a thing of the past. Give them a 
chance to weave their charm into your 


life.® 


T HE ENTICING SCENTS of herbal teas 


FLOWER GROWER 


























6} > Wasysride FY Gardens 


Wavside’s bulbs are the world’s finest 
....De one of the first to grow 
GOLDEN YELLOW REGALE LILY 


New REGALE LILY, Royal Gold. First yellow Regale Lily ever offered. Royal Gold is truly 
a horticultural triumph. Large, exquisite flower heads of sparkling gold glisten with a lustrous 
sheen seldom seen in lilies. Very hardy and easy-to-grow, this spectacular new golden lily pos- 
sesses all the majestic beauty and sterling qualities of the beloved Regal Lily. 


6 TO 7 INCH BULBS........... EACH $1.75; THREE $4.75; DOZ. $17.50 







Turkestanica 











This Tulip Species 
has star-shaped 
white flowers with 
rich yellow cen- 
ters. 


TULIP SPECIES 


From Asia and Turkey come these rare, many 
flowered tulip species, rugged ancestors of our 
garden tulips of today. They have charming, 
dainty blooms that are frequently accented with 
brilliant color markings. Many varieties produce 
9 to 11 flowers on a single stem. Once 
planted, they are permanent, coming up 
year after year without further care. 


WAYSIDE GARDENS’ 1957 TULIP MIXTURE 


Each year, we arrange with Grullemans of Holland to set aside several 
thousand choice, top size bulbs for this outstanding collection. Popu- 
lar mixture includes the finest, superior bulbs selected from hundreds 
of varieties of Cottage, Darwin, Ideal Darwin, Giant Breeder, Multi- 
flowered, Lily-flowered and Chameleon Tulips in a harmonious blend- 
ing of colors. 

50 TOP SIZE BULBS. .$ 6.50 250 TOP SIZE BULBS. .$ 28.00 
100 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $12.00 1000 TOP SIZE BULBS. . $100.00 


FRAGRANT PINK DAFFODILS 


The delicate, fragile beauty and prolific blooming of these glorious, new daf- 
fodils will amaze you. Very hardy and easy-to-grow, they double in number 
each year. Exquisite flowers have radiant, white petals with gently ruffled cups 
of shell pink, apricot, tangerine-orange and rose. 


Dazzling New GOLDEN REGALE LILY One each of ten (10) varieties. .......e+eeeeeeeereee $4.25 
WEATHER-PROOF DAFFODILS 


You have never seen such Daffodils. Virtually indestructible, the giant flowers bloom 
gaily unharmed by snow, wind, pelting rain or burning sun. All multiply rapidly. 


Royal 
Gold 

























Per Doz. 
Brookville. Exquisite, heavy, white petals, large pale yellow cup ..... . $3.75 
Confuoco. Deep yellow perianth with wide, crested, vivid scarlet crown . . . 5.75 


Duke of Windsor. Huge white petaled beauty with flaring yéllow crown . . 4.50 
Goldy Locks. Pale yellow perianth with large, fringed crown of golden yellow 5.75 
Green Emerald. Flaring lemon-yellow cup, gleaming white petals .... . . 3.50 
Harvest Moon. Creamy white petals, golden yellow cup edged inreddishorange 5.00 
Manco. Frilled cup of deep gold and orange. Large, pale-yellow perianth . . 4.00 
Times Square. Flat ruffled cup of fiery orange-red, cream-yellow perianth . . 5.00 
Wodan. Graceful, frilled, yellow crown, canary-yellow perianth ..... . . 5.75 
Collection: 1 each of the above 9 varieties (9)......... $4.25 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy, please enclose 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover mailing and handling 
costs of snd heavy book. Wayside’s catalog bas no equal. Just imagine . . . 130 pe ges 

: ; featuring over 1,300 of the world’s newest and best roses, $ ubs, 
bulbs and “Pedigreed” hardy plants. Catalog contains hundreds of 
true color illustrations with helpful cultural directions for every 
item. Don’t miss this valuable reference book. 


74 MENTOR AVE. 
MENTOR, OHIO 
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ALL-AMERICA ROSES 


... award winners for 1958 


ACH YEAR ROSARIANS FROM ALL PARTS OF THE COUN- 
E TRY eagerly await the announcement of the new 

All-America Rose Selections. That gardeners who 
already have many fine roses in their gardens look to AARS 
for new varieties is in itself an endorsement of the high 
quality of these roses. 

The development of the 1958 winners is a fascinating 
story—-a story of experienced hybridizers crossing and 
recrossing, selecting, discarding and selecting again. When 
a hybridizer feels he has developed a variety that is superior 
to existing varieties, he has the privilege of entering it for 
an All-America award. The winners for 1958 were entered 
in the AARS trials in 1954 in competition with the finest 
new rose introductions from both Europe and the United 
States. The entries were grown and rated in a rigid two- 
year trial in each of the official twenty-five All-America 
test gardens. Located in various sections of the United 
States, these gardens represent a great variety of climate 
and soil conditions. 

Each plant under trial is rated on thirteen characteristics: 
novelty, vigor, habit, disease resistance, foliage, floriferous- 
ness, bud form, flower form, substance, color on opening, 
color on finishing, fragrance and stem. The 1958 winners 
proved their superiority over all entries. They join the 
other forty-five roses similarly honored since the founding 
of AARS twenty years ago by the nation’s leading nursery- 
men and hybridizers. 


OFFICIAL DESCRIPTIONS: 


FUSILIER is a rich orange-red floribunda of great bril- 
liance and luminescence which runs to a darker cherry-red 
in the fall of the year. The wavy flowers are 3 to 3% 
inches across and are produced in heavy clusters. The plant 
remains almost constantly in bloom. The unevenness of the 
frilled flowers in the immense heads give the luminescent 
effect. 

The plant is decorative, growing full and bushy. It is of 
medium height and stocky. The foliage covers the branches 
very well with glossy dark-green medium-sized leaves. When 
the plant is young, the foliage is an interesting red. The 
sharp color and bushy growth of Fusicier will make this 
rose a favorite in gardens, hedges, shrub plantings and 
where color accent is desired. 

GOLD CUP is a golden-yellow floribunda which holds its 
color throughout the life of the flower. The pure yellow 
of the blossoms cecntrasts beautifully with the very orna- 
mental glossy foliage. The blossoms are 3 to 4 inches across 
with a pleasing fragrance. The buds are pointed. 
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Fusilier and Gold Cup, floribundas, 
and White Knight, a hybrid tea, 
are the three brand-new roses 
you will have a chance to plant 


this fall in your flower garden 


Go tp Cup grows about 2 feet tall and is well clothed 
with average-sized glossy dark foliage. The entire plant is 
constantly renewed by the freely-sprouting basal shoots. It 
shows marked disease resistance in all areas of the country. 

Since yellow floribundas are quite rare, this new member 
of the highly popular floribunda class will be an excellent 
addition in foundation plantings, border boundaries and the 
many other uses to which the floribunda adapts itself. 

WHITE KNIGHT is the first white hybrid tea to be 
chosen in the history of the AARS. It is a splendid rose for 
cutting purposes, with long-lasting flowers. Vigorous and 
disease resistant, it is clothed with moderately thick leathery 
leaves with a good lively green color. It is very free bloom- 
ing, with the buds, which are medium long and pointed, 
changing progressively from soft greenish white to pure 
white as they open. The flowers of twenty-eight to thirty- 
five petals are 4 to 5 inches in diameter, high centered at 
first, becoming shallow-cupped with the petals rolling 
loosely outwards. The blossoms are soft satin-white on the 
inside and shining white on the outside. 

When you shop, look for the oval green and white tag 
attached to all roses that have received an AARS award. 
Other recent winners include: (1957) WuiTe BouQueET, 
GOLDEN SHOWERS; (1956) Circus; (1955) TIFFANY, 
QUEEN ELIZABETH, JIMINY CRICKET; (1954) LILIBET, 
MoJave; (1953) CHRYSLER IMPERIAL, MA PERKINS; 
(1952) FRED Howarp, VoGue, HELEN TRAUBEL; (1950) 
FASHION, MISSION BELLS, CAPISTRANO, SUTTER’S GOLD; 
(1949) Forty-NINER, TALLYHO; (1948) DIAMOND JuBI- 
LEE, PINKIE, SAN FERNANDO and TAFFETA.® 











Fusilier, a floribunda, is a bright red. 


= <3 € x 


J. HORACE MCFARLAND FROM CONARD-PYLE 


White Knight, a hybrid tea, in a summer arrangement with geranium leaves. 


Gold Cup, a floribunda, will supply plenty of flowers for indoor use. 





COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER FROM JACKSON AND PERKINS 
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IRIS COLOR from 
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If it is blue flowers you want, 


then there is only one plant: 


DELPHINIUM 


by FRANK REINELT 


NE THING A HYBRIDIZER must be is flexible. About 
O thirty years ago when I first started my delphinium 
breeding, my idea was to follow the English method 
of selecting individual seedlings which would then be 
propagated by cuttings and sold as named varieties. How- 
ever, I had to revise my thinking as this method seemed to 
apply only to localities with ideal climatic conditions such 
as we have in the Pacific Northwest. In addition, propaga- 
tion of individual varieties is slow and costly and does not 
lend itself to large scale distribution. (Editor's Note: In- 
creasing delphiniums from cuttings is perfectly feasible 
for the home gardener, though, and can be done success- 
fully in most parts of the country. Cuttings must be taken 
in early spring before shoot growth is much over 5 inches. 
The end of the cutting which will form roots must not be 
hollow but should: be solid. See the photographs on the 
next page.) 

The only alternative was to create a delphinium strain 
which would come reasonably true to color from seed so 
that anyone could grow show delphiniums in his garden 
without resorting to expensive named varieties. Instead of 
naming individual plants, we named series, each represent- 
ing a different color and each being produced new every 
year from seed, selecting always the most outstanding 
plants as the progenitors of the next generation. This 
proved eventually so successful that it became a standard 
for delphiniums in America, and since has been applied 
to other flowers by other plant breeders. In this way the 
public receives immediately the latest advancement in 
breeding at a fraction of the cost that it would take to pro- 
duce the same varieties by vegetative propagation. It also 
enables people with little gardens to grow as fine delphini- 
ums as the favored few with unlimited resources. 

The original species back of the English strains came 


Clumps of delphinium plants (left), in 
varying blue shades and white, too, photo- 
graphed in a June garden by Samuel 
Gottscho and William Schleisner. 


from the mountains of Asia. Years of crossbreeding and 
selection by eminent breeders such as Kelway, C. F. 
Langdon, and Watkin Samuels transformed them into tow- 
ers of beauty. In America, N. F. Vanderbilt pioneered a 
strain in which he combined the English hybrids with our 
native Delphinium scopulorum found in the high Sierra 
Nevada Mountains and produced a strain of graceful plants 
with thin, hard woody stems. These were first exhibited 
at the Panama Pacific Exposition in San Francisco in 1915 
and caused a great deal of excitement in gardening circles. 
Another outstanding American breeder was Dr. L. H. 
Leonian who combined the Vanderbilt strain with some of 
the English hybrids to produce the first pure self colors 
that have become the standard for delphiniums today. To 
Charles Barber of Oregon goes the honor of producing the 
first good white garden hybrids. 

Thirty years ago, being quite a green beginner in the 
hybridizing fraternity, I had visions of producing red gar- 
den hybrids by crossing the California native D. cardinale 
with the garden hybrids. A professor of genetics at the 
University of California told me that this was impossible 
to accomplish, but I had to try it just the same! Breeding 
is much like mixing colors on an artist’s palette. There are 
three basic colors, yellow, red and blue. All others are 
mixtures of these. It is a simple matter to make combina- 
tions, but it is, of course, impossible to create a basic color. 
You must have this to start with. No plant possesses all 
three basic colors in pure form. In the delphinium, the 
basic color is blue. Even the purest blues have a slight 
admixture of magenta noticeable on the reverse of the 
petals. This gives us the variation down the ladder to the 
pale lavenders and deep purples. White is an albino which 
appears in every plant, and acts as a diluting factor. The 
base of the white, however, stems from the basic color of 
the plant which in delphinium is blue. This is why when 
the white is successfully crossed with the red Delphinium 
cardinale, it does not produce pink flowers, but gives ma- 
gentas or purples. It is the same as when you mix scarlet 
and blue paint—the end product can never be anything 
but purple. Magenta can be diluted so that it appears 
pink, but actually it is simply a diluted magenta. The 
scarlet in delphiniums seems to be associated entirely with 
D. cardinale—a tuberous rooted species requiring a long dry 





Next spring try increasing your favorite delphin- 


ium plant from cuttings by method shown here. 


If you own a mature, choice delphinium 
like this one, in early spring you can 
increase it by taking shoot cuttings— 
a method much used by the English. 


This cutting (note its solid base) is 
being inserted in a rooting medium of 
vermiculite and soil in the open ground. 
It can be covered with a Mason jar. 


These thirty cuttings have been in this 
clay pan for 3% weeks and appear to be 
in perfect health. Sometimes the bases of 
the cuttings turn brown, indicating rot. 


THE DELPHINIUM SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN AND ARTHUR HUNT 


Each shoot, about 32 to 4% inches long, 
is carefully severed with a knife, and 
must be firm and solid at the end cut 
off from the crown of the mother plant. 


Or insert cuttings in a box—this one 
is 8 inches deep and contains vermic- 
ulite—then cover with a pane of glass. 
Shade from direct sun; don’t overwater. 


Two well-rooted cuttings taken from the 
pan shown in preceding picture. These 
cuttings will produce flower spikes the 
same season exactly like parent plant. 


resting period during summer months. 

To A. A. Samuelson of Pullman, 
Washington, goes the credit for bring- 
ing out the most advanced strain of 
red hybrids that will grow under vary- 
ing climatic conditions and which have 
much larger flowers than the Cali- 
fornia species. However, they retain 
their tuberous roots and the habits 
of growth of the original species and 
are definitely not garden hybrids, al- 
though they are charming rock garden 
subjects with exquisite shades ranging 
from palest pinks to deepest scarlets, 
some in yellow tones with red eyes. 

For years I tried hard and raised 
great numbers of seedlings from the 
cardinale parentage, but finally gave 
it up as hopeless. While I did not 
get a red garden hybrid, some of the 
derivatives of cardinale, when com- 
bined farther with the garden hybrids, 
gave such luminosity to the colors 
that the by-products proved to be far 
more valuable than the original quest. 
Blues and purples were comparatively 
dull twenty-five years ago. The car- 
dinale blood brought both the life and 
brilliancy to them that became the 
individuality of our strain. Another 
by-product of the cardinale heritage 
was a series of whites with pinkish- 
lavender edges, comparatively new 
then. From these we gradually de- 
veloped our AsTOLAT series which 
range now in tone from pale diluted 
lilac, the nearest approach to pink, to 
brilliant rosy-magenta, which in the 
orange light of the late afternoon gives 
the impression of red. Under overcast 
conditions or artificial light, these col- 
ors become warm and glowing. 

The fact that blue is the rarest color 
in our gardens accounts perhaps for 
the great popularity of delphiniums. 
Our various blue series are also the 
most difficult to improve as any ad- 
mixture of other color takes the purity 
away. Time and time again I have 
produced much larger blues by such 
combinations only to discard them 
because of loss of the true blue color. 

A_ yellowish-cream garden hybrid 
with a peculiar shiny, sickly foliage ap- 
pears occasionally in our plantings. 
I have traced it back all the way to 
Kelway in the last century who used 
some Asiatic species from which it 
must have come. In every generation 
someone breeds these, intensively 
hoping to get a yellow delphinium, and 
every year I get at least one query 
from some amateur who “discovers” it 
in his planting. Like the others, I bred 
these creams until they came about 
seventy-five percent true to color, but 
finally discarded them [SEE PaGeE 84] 








GARDENER INDOORS 


Winter-weary 


house plants 


thrive outdoors 


by VICTOR GREIFF 


will benefit from a location outdoors during the 

summer months and can make an attractive addi- 
tion to the outdoor living area. As soon as nights are mild, 
say safely over 55°, it is generally satisfactory to put most 
plants outside. Often in a matter of a few weeks the bene- 
fit to the plants of increased humidity and unobstructed 
light can be seen. However, in order that the plants thrive 
it is necessary to consider their basic needs and to provide 
for them. 

A north or east exposure with some shade and wind pro- 
tection suits most plants. Sansevierias love some bright 
sunshine and often surprise one with fragrant flower stalks, 
whereas begonias and many other plants require more 
shade. If protection from strong winds cannot be pro- 
vided, large or delicate leaved plants such as philodendron, 
Rex begonia, dracaena and dieffenbachia should not be set 
out. 

The convenient and versatile structure pictured has 
proven invaluable in my garden and can be easily adapted 
to other locations. The fence utilizes a part of the west 
boundary line in the work area of the garden. Since the 
weight of pots and soil can run into hundreds of pounds, 
my engineering associates insisted on my re-enforcing the 
concrete wall which supports the fence posts with scrap 
rods, pipe and wire. Galvanized pipe posts (2% inch) 
were used to support the fence and these were filled with 
cement grout and the visible wooden posts (4 x 6 inches) 
bolted to them. 

The fence provides wind protection with adequate ven- 
tilation by virtue of the staggered picket design. Pickets 
are of unfinished natural redwood—a top grade is 
generally available from greenhouse manufacturers who 
use it in bench and coldframe construction. The 
shelves are supported by brackets bent from % by 1 
inch steel and galvanized after all drilling is completed. 
The shelves are of aluminum angle and expanded mesh 
shelving and do not hold water. However, when one is to 
be away for several weeks or for plants that use quantities 
of water, a water-holding shelf construction is desirable. 
This is easily obtained by lining the shelves with roofing 
paper, polyethylene plastic, or both. 


I {vii PLANTS, as well as those grown in a greenhouse, 
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PHOTOCRAPHS BY COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 


An outdoor plant refuge can be functional and attractive. 
Note the wide variety of plants that will thrive outdoors. 


A peat pit enclosed in cement is useful in which to plunge 
plants, such as begonias, which require considerable moisture. 


The bed at the base of the fence (lower photograph) 
serves several purposes. Primarily it is used as a peat 
pit in which pots are plunged during the summer to con- 
serve moisture and provide a constant humidity. The high 
cement back wall acts as a retaining wall against the neigh- 
bor’s soil, which is at a considerably higher level. In addi- 
tion the wall serves as a foundation for the fence. The pit 
is bottomless, draining through cinders into the soil, It 
is about a foot deep and is kept continually moist by almost 
daily watering. In the winter the pit can be covered with 
glass and used to carry over perennial seedlings in flats or 
pots of seeds requiring a period of low temperatures before 
germination. 

A few of the plants which seem to enjoy the shelves in- 
clude: false sea onion (Ornithogalum caudatum), Neo- 
marica gracilis, Aloe vera, Pellionia Daveauana, Schlum- 
bergera Gaertneri, zygocatus hybrids, spice geranium, 
Crassula argentea and epiphyllum hybrids. In the peat pit 
are dwarf citrus, hibiscus, angel wing begonia, and cym- 
bidium hybrid orchids. 

While this structure was built to fit the location, the 
principles utilized can be applied in many ways to fit 
many purposes. Once you have used the outdoor plant 
refuge you will never go back to giving plants individual 
attention indoors during the summer months.® 
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Many of your plants 
look to you for SUPPORT 


Staking and tying plants is necessary not only for appearance’s sake 


but for the well-being of many plants. Some, such as vines, need 


a permanent arbor or trellis. Trees require temporary guying after 
planting. Here is a guide to help you support your plants properly. 


PHOTOGRAPHS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY WALTER SINGER 
































Tying materials, when readily available, encourage you to tie up and Stakes of wood, bamboo and wire of various lengths 
support plants as they grow; are ready for first-aid treatment after and from a quarter to several inches in diameter 
a wind storm. Raffia, rope, string, wire, Twist-ems are essential. are kept on hand ready for use as need arises. 


Here are two ways you can protect the life of your newly planted trees 


L 


Method 1: Trees to 2% inches in caliper need 
support for two years after planting. A heavy stake 
on either side with wire encased in old hose is 
adequate. Burlap prevents bark from drying out. 





Method 2: Large trees need guying for two to three years after plant- 
ing. Three stakes are placed equidistant from trunk. Taut wires are 
run from them up and around branch and through a piece of hose that 
prevents wire from cutting bark. Check to see wires are always tight. 
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Dahlia stake 1 to 2 inches in di- Tree-rose stake, painted an inconspicuous green, 
ameter is set at planting time. As supports rose in summer. (See photograph page 
it grows, plant is tied to stake. 56 for tying method.) Add second stake in winter. 


<4 Your flower garden 
looks better and the 
plants thrive when they 


are well staked. 


Delphinium, foxglove, hollyhock 
are tied to thin wire or bamboo 
with raffia, cord or Twist-ems. 


Chrysanthemums may be supported by placing 
brush in ground around clumps in early summer. 
Plant grows through brush, hiding support by fall. 


Plant supports are needed 
in the vegetable garden. 
Used properly they help 


give you bumper crops. > 
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Tomatoes and pole beans may be grown on tall Tomatoes may also be grown on a 
heavy stakes set firmly in the ground before plant- tepee of stakes. A plant is set 
ing. The tomatoes must be tied to the stakes, and at the base of each stake and is 
excess stems that form in the leaf axils removed. tied to it as it grows. Method 
Beans climb by tendrils, need no tying, but to permits more plants per square 
help their climb select rough-surfaced stakes. foot than the single-stake method. 














Here are some plants whose very lives depend on having a permanent support 


Climbing roses, wisteria, honeysuckle, 
bougainvillea and clematis are a few 
of the many vines that need strong 
permanent arbors or a trellis on 
which to climb. Install such support 
for them before the vines are planted. 


Garden peas climb well on brush stuck 
in the ground on either side of the 
seeded row immediately after plant- 
ing. Will also climb on chicken wire. 
Following the harvest plants and brush 
are removed from garden and burned. 
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Creeping-fig (shown), English and Boston ivy, 
trumpet-creeper have roots that cling to 
masonry or wooden walls. Without such 
support they will not climb but ramble on 
the ground. They will also climb on trees. 
Some may be trained to cover risers of steps. 


Garden peas, as well as sweetpeas, may 
be grown on a support of chicken wire 
set beside the. row before seeding. It 
is difficult to disentangle the plants 
from the wire after harvest, but method 
looks better than brush-type support. 


~ Psi 
Grapes and fruit trees trained on a 
supporting fence or wall are termed 
espaliers, as are firethorns, yews 
and magnolias similarly supported. 
Wires stretched between posts give 
support to many of the cane fruits. 


Pole beans and pole limas may be grown 
on tall poles spaced 3 to 4 feet apart 
or, as shown, they may be seeded in a 
row beneath a support made by string- 
ing cord in a grid-like manner between 
strong stakes. Both are good methods. 
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The lovely bearded iris: Rosalie Claire Tempest of Salem, Oregon, 
writes on her favorite flower. If you have wondered where the 
bearded iris came from and how the beautiful varieties grown in 
our gardens today were evolved, you will enjoy this article on 
page 62. 


Even in Missouri iris will thrive: Marvin G. Olson has found that 
the bearded iris is the perfect solution if you are looking for a 
perennial that will thrive in areas where rainfall is often scarce. As 
Mr. Olson points out, the bearded iris is also the perfect flower for 
any region where extremes of heat and cold exist. See page 63. 


Eight steps in the planting and dividing of bearded iris: Follow the 
instructions in Roche’s photographs when you plant new iris or 
divide old clumps next month. See page 64. 


How one expert exhibits iris: Frances G. Satterfield tells us how she 
copes with her husband’s hobby—exhibiting bearded iris! She is 
so enthusiastic about the joys of showing iris that you will want to 
enter the next iris show in your community. Turn to page 65. 


20 flowering companions to plant with your bearded iris: Drawings 
by Staff Artist Allianora Rosse will give you suggestions on other 
perennials to associate with your bearded iris for added color and 
accent. If you live in the South, you will want to follow Ben Arthur 
Davis’s additional suggestions for annuals, perennials, shrubs and 
vines that bloom at the same time as iris. Look at pages 66 and 67; 


The other irises: Senior Editor Montague Free recommends some of 
the other irises—Siberian, Japanese, bulbous and J/ris reticulata—to 
name four. See page 68. 


Spuria iris are gaining in popularity: Philip Corliss is enthusiastic 
about the present and future of the spuria iris. His comments: 
page 69. 


Other iris features: You will enjoy Fred Cassebeer’s entertaining ex- 
planations of iris lovers’ jargon on page 79; the story of the Five 
Iris of the Year shown on our cover (page 81); and other news and 
comments on this popular flower beginning on page 82. 
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...the lovely BEARDED IRIS 


by ROSALIE CLAIRE TEMPEST 


E HAVE ALL HEARD OF THE POT OF GOLD that accord- 
\\) ing to legend lies at the end of the rainbow, and 

haven’t we all wished we might journey to the 
rainbow’s end and try our luck at finding it? The chances 
are that none of us ever will, but there is another gift 
the rainbow gives and that is its spectrum of color as found 
in the iris whose very name is derived from the Greek 
goddess of the rainbow. 

Few flowers have been more universally loved through 
the ages than the iris and few flowers are native to a larger 
portion of the earth. Not many gardeners realize that the 
iris we enjoy today were at one time wildflowers in some 
part of the world. Transplanted to the garden of someone 
who admired them, iris have been improved in their form 
and enlarged in their color range. 

The first iris in recorded history, shown in a bas-relief 
in the tomb of an Egyptian Pharaoh around 1500 B.c., has 
been identified as an oncocyclus iris. The theory has been 
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advanced that the Biblical “lilies of the field” may well 
have been iris since no actual lilies are known to be native 
to the Holy Land and since various forms of the oncocyclus 
‘ris are widely scattered throughout that region. The iris 
appears in the middle ages as the Fleur-de-lis, and a white 
iris known as /ris albicans was used by the Mohammedans 
for decorating graves. In early times the iris was prized not 
only for the beauty of its flowers but for its medicinal uses. 
Today /. germanica florentina is one of the sources of the 
perfumed orrisroot. 

There are many types of iris, and their lore is extensive 
and interesting. Here, however, we will consider only the 
bearded iris which take their name from the beards or hairs 
found along the lower half of the three “falls” or sepals 
that hang downward. 

The work of hybridizing bearded iris was begun about 
the middle of the nineteenth century by a Frenchman 
named Lemon. His work was carried on by Vilmorin, 
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Cayeux and others. Then around the turn of the century 
some larger-flowered species were introduced into England 
from Mesopotamia and the use of these by Sir Michael 
Foster and those who followed him had a tremendous 
influence in producing the ancestors of the large-flowered 
iris we have in our gardens today. 

It is interesting to note that Sir Michael Foster was not 
a nurseryman but a physician and a professor of physiology 
whose hobby was his garden and whose favorite flower was 
the iris. His enthusiasm was so great that he inspired others 
to follow him. Notable among them was W. R. Dykes 
whose contributions to the iris, not only in new varieties 
but in the writing of such books as the world-renowned 
The Genus Iris, are unsurpassed. It seems a strange coinci- 
dence that Sir Michael Foster did not live to see the in- 
troduction of many of his creations and the famous yellow 
iris, the parent of so many of the gorgeous yellows we have 
in our gardens today, was named for W. R. Dykes and 
introduced by his widow after his death. 

While much more could be said about the history of the 
bearded iris, let us briefly survey some [SEE PaGe 70] 


[Rosalie Claire Tempest is an ardent iris gardener in 
Salem, Oregon. She has lectured and written about iris 
for many years. Her other horticultural interests include 
carnations and primroses and she is building a collection of 
plants native to western China, the Himalayas and Tibet.] 





Even in Missouri 
iris will thrive 


A fancier tells how he grows iris 
in spite of heat, drought and cold. 
His experience may be heeded by 
all. The bearded iris grows every- 
where, except in actual tropics. 


by MARVIN G. OLSON 


show of beauty in the St. Louis area for less 

effort and money than any other flower I 
know. While we would all like our gardens to be 
lavish with bloom from early spring to late fall, this 
dream is becoming more difficult each year in this 
area. Our spring gardens, however, can be lovely if 
we use spring-flowering bulbs of all kinds and a 
generous assortment of early perennials, including 
quantities of iris. 

While many species of plants with which I have 
experimented have proven a complete failure in the 
last few years of extremely hot summers and deficient 
rainfall, the iris proved a toughy and thrived despite 
the heat.. Drought resistant, requiring water only 
after prolonged dry spells, it is also very hardy, 
surviving our coldest winters. Even after the late 
freeze we experienced in March of 1955, when many 
plants were killed or deprived of their bloom, iris 
came through with little damage and flowered almost 
normally. 

The iris will do well in most types of soil, including 
the clay soil which is so abundant in this area, al- 
though a good garden loam is, of course, preferable. 
A handful of fertilizer, consisting of two-thirds bone 
meal and one-third superphosphate, sprinkled around 
each clump soon after the blooming season or at 
planting time and gently worked into the soil will 
help produce healthy plants and maximum bloom. 
Good drainage and some sun (the more the better) 
are necessary to sustain healthy growth and bountiful 
flowering. 

Most of the bearded iris are prodigious growers 
and should be dug and divided every three or four 
years when the clumps become matted with rhizomes. 
If left in a matted condition, the flowers become 
small and the plants lose much of their vigor and 
attractiveness. Bearded iris should be planted or 
divided immediately after the blooming season. Late 
planting ordinarily does not give the plant time to 
become established before winter and results in few 
flowers the following spring. 

Iris may be planted almost anywhere in the garden 
with excellent effect. However, do not plant too close 
to the edge of a lawn or under shrubs [See PaGe 73] 


TT" MODERN BEARDED IRIS produces a bigger 


[Marvin G. Olson has been raising iris for the past 
ten years in his garden at Rock Hill, Missouri. He 
has 200 named varieties in his collection and grows 
about 2000 seedlings each year from his own hybrid- 
izing. This year he will introduce SALEM Lass and 
LEMON FLUFF.] 
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8 basic steps in. 


dividing and 


Select the clump you wish to divide and replant, and cut 


| t . e a 
« foliage down to a height of 6 to 8 inches. This is done 
primarily for easier handling when separating the rhizomes. 


Do one clump at a time so that varieties will not be mixed. 


First separation is into clumps of three or four fans— Separations of single and double fans will not have to be 

e note original rhizome in center which will be discarded. e divided again for three to four years. These are made 
Divisions this size will give an immediate show in the by cutting with a sharp knife, making sure that a portion 
garden, but redivision will be necessary within two years. of the rhizome and roots is left with each individual fan. 


Cover the rhizome with soil to complete the planting. 
e Iris rhizomes should be planted just below the surface 
of the soil. The ground should be moist, but not soggy wet. 


Prepare the soil to a depth of 10 to 12 inches, incor- 
Make sure that soil is firmed tightly around each rhizome. 


« porating compost or peatmoss and complete plant food. 
Prepare a hole for plant so that roots are well spread out, 
a little deeper at the ends. Do not overcrowd roots in hole. 











Dig the clump, making sure that you label it properly. 

« Lift it carefully, taking care not to break rhizomes or 
too many roots. Then wash all soil from roots and rhizomes 
with a hose. Do not let roots dry out while separating. 





One overcrowded clump has provided the divisions 

e shown above. Each one will flower the following year. 
At this stage, be sure that each individual fan is prop- 
erly labeled. These fans are now ready for planting. 


PHOTOCRAPHS BY ROCHE 





A large pattern of clumps in a border should be planted 

e with the fans facing to the front. Also, leave room for 
the clump to increase in size. Place fans from 8 inches to 
2 feet apart—closer planting gives a quicker garden effect. 





How one expert 
exhibits iris 
by FRANCES G. SATTERFIELD 


iris for his own pleasure for ten years when a 

friend suggested that he enter the annual iris 
show. He didn’t take to the idea at all. He hadn't even 
let me cut iris for the house unless a rain or wind storm 
had laid them flat, so you can imagine how he felt about 
cutting his loveliest stalks before he had time to enjoy 
them himself. Also, he had not bought many of the 
new and better iris varieties so was convinced that there 
was no point in trying to compete. That’s where I 
differed with him. How could he know, I argued, when 
he had never been to an iris show in his life? At last I 
extracted a half-promise to enter. 

The morning of the show he came in from the garden 
shaking his head—‘“Not a thing worth taking!” Know- 
ing what a perfectionist he is, I insisted that he take me 
out to look. On the second go-round he found one stalk 
he thought “might do.” I asked him to cut three others. 
Grudgingly he did, reminding me all the while that iris 
are much prettier in the garden where they grow. I 
stuck the stalks in a jug, saw he just had time to make 
his entries, and hurried him to meet the deadline. 
When he came home he had won three blue ribbons and 
one red. That did it! 

From then on M. B. was determined to really grow 
iris. His catalog order doubled in size. A tree came 
down, the stump came up, and the iris bed took on size 
and importance. 

It seemed no time at all before it was show day again. 
Garden club members can easily recall the agony of 
getting a few blooms and one arrangement safely to the 
club show, so I am sure they will sympathize with me 
in what I went through as M.B.’s helper. Milk bottles 
and carrying cases were secured from our dairy the day 
before. At 6 A.M. my husband was out in the garden 
cutting the stalks he wished to show—dozens, this year! 
By eight o’clock each was in a separate bottle and 
classified. “Duck soup,” I thought. “He can leave here 
at nine and still get downtown in plenty of time.” We 
ate a leisurely breakfast and started to load the car at 
eight-thirty. 

We each took an end of the first case, and going down 
the steps we snapped the top bloom of a prize stalk. 
Determined not to be overly upset, we bruised another 
bloom getting the case in the car. M.B. reached over and 
threw the sadly mangled stalk on the ground. 

Soon the back seat and floor were filled. The last case 
had to go on the floorboard in front. I was afraid that 
wouldn’t work, but my determined husband said he 
would manage and started backing out [SEE PAGE 77] 


MM’ HUSBAND had been perfectly happy raising 


Mrs. Satterfield, a professional writer, says: “My hus- 
band is the iris expert (A.1.S. member and judge), but 
you can’t live with an iris grower 20 years without 
having some of his enthusiasm rub off on you.” 
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Eight flowering shrubs 












GCENEREU X 


Bearded iris in bloom against the white cascading flowers 
of Vanhoutte spirea—a time-honored plant combination. 
Note in the foreground how columbine nestles close to iris. 


Twenty flowering 





companions to 
plant with your 


bearded iris 


Bearded iris in a border backed by one or ali of 
_. these flowering shrubs produce a handsome sight. 
_ Shrubs may be planted this fall or next spring. 





for the Deep South 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 





© IN’ ADDITION to oe —— 
flowering companions for iris 

lustrated at left, gardeners in the 
Deep South have many more 
a eee ee 
some outstanding ones new 
homeowners in particular might 
consider: ; 
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Dutch iris are grown from fall-planted bulbs. They bloom in 
May and are most frequently found in Southern gardens. 


Popular non-b 
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Japanese iris have fibrous roots and are planted in fall or spring. 
Live in both cold and warm climates. Bloom in summer. 


earded irises 


by MONTAGUE FREE 


the possible exception of primula, that begins to match 
the iris in size and shape of flowers, in range of colors 
and in adaptability to various garden uses. 

The most widely-grown iris is the bearded group, in- 
cluding tall, intermediate and dwarf kinds. The less com- 
mon oncocyclus and regelia groups are not so well known, 
chiefly because their culture is difficult except in regions 
with mild winters and hot dry summers. But it is with the 
beardless division that this article is concerned, special 
emphasis being on the popular bulbous, Japanese, crested 
and Siberian groups. 


I AM UNABLE TO RECALL any other genus of plants, with 


Bulbous Iris 


The most important of the bulbous irises includes the 
reticulata and the xiphium sections. /ris reticulata is so 
called because of the fibrous netted covering of the bulbs. 
It is one of the first to bloom, displaying its flowers, which 
are blue-purple marked with bright orange-yellow, from 
the first to the middle of March in climates similar to that 
of Long Island, New York. The flowers are fragrant with 
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the odor of sweet violets and attain a height of about 6 
inches. Ultimately the four-angled leaves grow to about 
12 to 15 inches. There are several varieties of J. reticulata 
including CANTAB whose flowers are Cambridge blue, and 
1. r. Krelagei, which is red-purple. 

1, Danfordiae is a tiny species with brilliant yellow flow- 
ers marked with dark greenish spots at the base of the 
falls. They attain a height of about 3 inches. This is a 
jewel for the rock garden. A group growing in my wife’s 
rock garden (Hyde Park, New York) was in bloom on 
March 22 this year. Another species, /. Vartani, is even 
more precocious—lI have known it to bloom during the first 
two weeks of January; then after a cold spell caused it to 
close up shop until February 20, it flowered continously 
until the middle of March. 

This does not exhaust the tally of early-flowering bulbous 
iris. There are several more including /. histrio, I. his- 
trioides and |. persica, which are seldom offered by bulb 
dealers in America. 

Cultivation: All of these irises require well-drained soil 
and a sunny location; their comparatively small size makes 
them eminentiy. suitable for the rock gar- [SEE PAGE 74] 








Spuria iris win 
gardeners favor 


by PHILIP G. CORLISS 


itself. Proof of this is found in the return 

to popularity of the geranium, African-violet, 
day-lily and small and decorative gladiolus which, hav- 
ing fallen out of grace with gardeners, achieved new 
favor when breeders offered improved varieties. The 
same is true of the spuria or butterfly group of iris, one 
of the most brightly relighted stars in the flower firma- 
ment. 

As with day-lilies, the pioneer work in hybridizing 
the spuria iris was done by English gardeners (who have 
always shown more interest in beardless iris than have 
Americans) but it was the Americans who re-explored 
its possibilities and developed exciting new types and 
colors. 

Sir Michael Foster devoted much work to spuria iris 
as did his compatriots Perry and Barr. Following Fos- 
ter’s MONSPUR and numerous garden hybrids from 
Perry and Barr, the development of the spurias seemed 


i J Mivett.Proo HORTICULTURAL HISTORY—repeats 





ROCHE to have reached the bounds of its potentialities, and 
Reticulata iris—grown from fall-planted bulbs, they interest in England turned to the Siberian and other 
flower in early spring. Don’t like severe winters. species. 





A few workers in the United States, such as the Sass 
brothers, gave some attention to the [See Pace 75] 


CASSEBEER CORLISS 




























Siberian iris have fibrous roots and are planted in Spuria iris grow from rhizomes planted in fall. Bloom 
fall. They flower in May and June. Endure cold. in late spring. Thrive in both cold and warm climates. 
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IRIS 
SPECIAL 


Make your own collection: 
Any 5 for $2.50; any 10 for $4.25; 
any 20 for $8.00; any 35 for $13.50; 

all 50 for $18.00 postpaid 


AUBANEL—Spectacular shrimp pink 
ARCTIC—Cool frosted creamy white 
ny os and purple 
ALLADIN’S WISH—Striking blue and cream 
BRYCE CANYON—Lustrous copper bronze 
a RHYTHM—Tall striking vivid blue 
BUFFAWN—Lovely smooth salmony buff 
BLUE SHIMMER inest blue plicata 
BERKELEY GOLD-~—Huge burnished gold 
CASCADE SPLENDOR—Ruffled pink & apricot 
CHANTILLY—Lovely lace ed orchid pink 
CORINTHE—Late blooming blue black 
CORDOVAN—Brown as Cordovan leather 
CHINA MAID—Glorious lilac pink 
oy. OF LINCOLN—Brightest red & gold 
CA WELLS—Velvety deep maroon red 
cot OF GOLD—Brilliant a gold 
Senay manding fine blue 
Hyg ve SONG—Finest of creom yellows 
BUAR—Lovely tall orchid pink 
Sa SASS Ruffled cool lemon ice 
FLORENTINE Hoe blue & white plicata 
FAIR ELAINE—Beautiful lemon and gold 
GREAT LAKES—Most popular sky blue 
GRAND CANYON—Well named plum & copper 
GOLDEN SPIKE—Stunni olden — 
GYPSY BARON—Colossal silvery blu 
HARRIET THOREAU—Delightful orchid pink 
NDIAN HILLS—Brilliant raisin red 
KING’S JESTER—Maroon on white plicata _ 
LADY BOSCAWEN—!Immaculate snowy white 
re e deep rose pink blend 
LORD DONGA nique Chinese violet 
LOS ong ty white tipped blue 
MASTER CHARLES—Deepest mulberry red 
MELANIE Ginentic tall bright rose 
pore gtee oor TT—Showy purple on white 
—E—Very large | rosy mulberry 
New SNOW_--Perfection in snow white 
OLA KALA—Sensational No. | deep yellow 
OZONE—Lovely blue with brown throat 
PINK CAMEO—Beautiful flamingo pink 
PRAIRIE SUNSET—Pink, copper and gold 
PEACHBLOW— Delightful peach and ad 
Ag at atl bright ox-blood red 
ROYAL scCOT—Cream heavily trimmed red 
SABLE—Finest tall midnight blue black 
Le ey OAKS—Lovely rose, pink & copper 
WABASH—Stunning biue & white two tone 
WM. SETCHELL—~-Largest flowered deep blue 


“MORR’ IRIS 


An increasingly popular family of Hybrid 
Iris with truly spectacular flowers. Try 
them ! 


Any five of the following Mohr Iris $3.00. 
All 9 for $5.00 ppd. 


ALTAMOHR—Mammoth orchid violet 
BARRIMOHR—Shopely purple bi-color 
CAPITOLA—Early blooming violet biue 
ELMOHR—Spectacular mulberry purple 
FRIEDA MOHR—Massive lilac rose pink 
LADY MOHR—Striking large chartreuse 
MOHRSON—iIntense deep violet purple 
MOHRESQUE—Unique buff flecked purple 
ORMOHR—Popular large silvery blue 








One each of all 59 Iris listed above 
$21.50 Postpaid 


ft pronounces all names! 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-67 Spokane, Wash. 
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COLORED CATALOG 
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Bearded Iris 


[FRoM PaGeE 63] of the new trends in 
color and form which are the magnifi- 
cent results of these modest early be- 
ginnings. Today the color range of 
the iris includes red, bronze, copper, 
tan, brown, pink, crimson, chartreuse, 
apricot, all shades of blue, near blacks, 
as well as blends and combinations of 
these colors—truly a rainbow of color 
whose diversity few other flowers, with 
the possible exception of orchids, can 
rival or surpass. 

Painstaking hybridizing goes into 
the production of a new color or com- 
bination of colors. Only after years of 
trial and error is a new iris born. In a 
sense an iris hybridizer is an artist 
who, instead of working with colors on 
canvas, deals with living material. His 
final achievement seems to change its 
color as the sun plays upon it, and 
because no photography or printing 
process can capture such beauty and 
depth which changing light gives, his 
work is best seen as it grows in a 
garden. 

The modest purple or white “flags” 
of our grandmothers’ gardens have 
been transformed by hybridization into 
the myriad rainbow-tinted hues whose 
diversity leaves one breathless with 
wonder. 

The purples have been improved 
and enriched until today there are 
countless shades, each different from 
all the others. Outstanding among 
them are the near blacks, which have a 
velvety texture and depth of sheen that 
rival the night sky. Several gems in 
this color class have come from 
Schreiner Gardens, including SToRM 
WARNING, BLACK CasTLE, Top Hart, 
Tasu and Conco. The former have a 
blue-black quality, while the last is 
tinged with dark red, indescribably 
rich and glowing when the sun shines 
through it. A similar color tone is 
captured in Paul Cook’s SABLE NIGHT 


(Dykes Medal winner, 1954), de- 
scribed as “black-violet with a claret 
undertone.” DarK BoATMAN (Cook, 


1954) is another outstanding treasure 
in the black-violet class. Black has 
long been the goal of hybridizers «in 
other flowers, too. We have all heard 
of the fabulous black orchid and the 
black tulips introduced in recent years. 
These dark colors are magnificent in 
the garden and also provide a dramatic 
accent to other colors. 

The yellows now include orange 
tones and an even newer shade de- 
scribed as “lemon ice” which more 
and more is becoming chartreuse with 
a definite influence of green. In fact 
green is one of the goals of many hy- 
bridizers, and several recent introduc- 
tions clearly show this influence, such 
as GREEN Pastures (Heller, 1947), 
GREEN Ivory (Muhlestein, 1953) and 





fast acting 
... effective 






At Garden Supply, Drug, 
Hardware and Seed Stores. 
















Caesar's Brother 
The best dark blue Si- 
Its superb 
form won it an Honor- 
able Mention from the 
Genecscan, tsi Society. 
eal for flo arrange- 
ments. FREE catalog. 


RICHARDS GARDENS 


Box FG-6S Plainwell, Michigan 





MRS. WEEDS famous NATIONALLY KNOWN 


“41 YEARS GROWING IRIS” 


SEND FOR FREE CATALOG AND PRICE LIST — SPACE 
HERE DOES NOT PERMIT FULL COLLECTIONS. 


WEEDS NATIONAL IRIS GARDENS 


7675 S.W. 170 AVE. BEAVERTON, OREGON 


‘© LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR 


Make $20 to $60 a day. Millions of new and old 
homes, estates, etc.. need modern tandscaping. 
Contracting is full time job for those who want 
to start own business. Start with smaller projects, 
and work into larger jobs. We show you how. Easy- 
to-follow Home Study Course. Hundreds of suc- 
cessful graduates. Write for FREE Book. 
NATIONAL LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE 

310 S. Robertson, Dept. F -67 Los Angeles 48. 


WOW! ws EASY To 


REMOVE STUMPS a 


With “MAGIC” 
STUMP REMOVER 


No Digging! No Chopping! 






















No Blasting 


All you do is pour “Magic” 
Stump Remover-—a new, ves ; 
uick-acting chemical compound — into sole 
rilled in center of stump. Wood tibres soon 
eee = — to root tips, making removal 
for women and youngsters! 
SPECIAL TRIAL OFF ER: 8-o0z. Can (enough for 
one stump)—$1.50; 16-oz. —$2.50; 3ibs. $5.00. 


Send no money! Pa conan, lus pos 
(Or send full mount with orde - in, pid delle. 
ery.) Satisfaction Guaranteed o nded! 


FREE! erous sample of ‘‘GRO- 
. GREEN’ new liquid lawn 
fertilizer, with each Stump Remover order, 


H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle 44, 1. 














FLOWER GROWER 









last year GREEN Hart introduced by 
Murray and described as having green- 
chartreuse standards, falls of hazelnut- 
brown edged with the green color of 
the standards. 

The blues are always among the 
most popular colors, and the range in 
this class is tremendous—from palest 
azure all the way to deepest midnight. 
Schreiners’ BLUE SAPPHIRE and Mip- 
NIGHT BLUE represent’ these two ex- 
tremes, and I might add that the 
former is receiving more favorable 
comment from various parts of the 
country than any other iris introduced 
by them. BLue SappHire has huge 
flowers, is gracefully branched, a pro- 
lific grower and has a delicate pastel 
coloring that is exquisite. Other fine 
blues are GREAT Lakes (Cousins, 
1938), a Dykes Medal winner in 1952 
that still enjoys a tremendous popu- 
larity all over the country; CHIVALRY 
(Wills, 1944), Lapy I tse (Smith, 
1951), described as “delft blue with a 
silver cast,” and Pec DaBaGu (Craig, 
1948), a deep blue-violet. 

The pinks have made tremendous 
advances in recent years. David Hall 
did much to introduce the startling 
flamingo pinks which have sharply 
contrasting tangerine beards. Each 
year more names are added to this 
delightful color class. Among these 
















Tulips, Daffodils, 


Grower. 


All bulbs delivered, duty and 
freight paid to destination. 


J. HEEMSKERK {20 i icin-toliona 


BULBS 
from Holland 


Ask for our color-illustrated de- 
scriptive catalogue with prices, 
offering hundreds of varieties of 
yacinths, Crocus, Lilies, 
Amaryllis, and Miscellaneous Bulbs. We 
have customers growing our bulbs since 
1918 when we started advertising in Flower 


Yes, you too can enjoy more 
beautiful house plants, if you 
will follow the Hawaiian wey of 
growing indoor plants. There 


are no secrets, just use: 


HAWAIIAN ISLAND 














MORE 


NOW READY ! 


A Complete Encyclopedia 


CATALOG- 
GUIDEBOOK —> 


Gives You MORE of Everything 


of IRIS information 


Over 100 money-saving offers for you to choose from. 121 expensive 
NEW Iris available as free Premiums. You get 2 or 3 for price of | 














are CHERIE (Hall, 1947), Pink For- iris For in my famous Secret Variety — 3 ee PRIZES in wipe ns 
h MAL (Mulestein, 1947), Pink SENsA- Your ngewe pose oe hiner tort 2 WH we wna gees : 
. TION (Hall, 1948), PaRapise PINK M Colors 1/3 off. 10% cash discount certificate free with every 25¢ 
\ (Lapham ,1950), Sprnprirt (Loomis, oney for catalog. You may even order Iris on credit; see catalog page 3. 
1944) and many others. Perhaps one 
of the most startling introductions in Not just Tall Bearded, but 20 types from ‘round the world. Iris in Rain- 
this color class is Cotor CARNIVAL MORE bow Colors for bloom in all 4 seasons, all 12 months. Catalog lavishly 
De F 949 : illustrated in full color—gorgeous pictures of 30 Tall Bearded and 35 
e orest, A I 4s ), described : as Different rare and unusual iris, including ‘57 Onco introductions Judean Bronze, 
strawberry-pink with purple veinings Kinds Judean Charmer, Judean Silver. World headquarters for Horned Iris, 
near a tangerine beard.” The demand of tri Arils, Oncos, Oncobreds, Mohrs, Autumn & Winter Bloomers, including 
for this iris is tremendous, and I am ris 8 kinds of rare Stylosas. 400 Tall Bearded Iris; hundreds of the very 
fortunate to have added it to my own —— 
collection this year. é 
The browns, a color development MORE New on sole ee in yo ol — year ne times. 
unrivalled by any other genera of Help in tion galore on culture, uses, hardiness, nomenclature, etc. Full data 
flower except possibly orchids, includes Garden for each variety on height, season, originator, awards. Special sec- 
shades of copper, bronze, tan, beige. \ ; tions on rarities & oddities for attracting attention. 
Casa Morena (De Forest, 1943) has Planning Color groupings for professional garden effects. 
long been a favorite in this color class, 
described as “glowing coppery chest- MORE age ope. of panies of Iris hoew sas perebe, Salet® 
aut-brown; CoRDovAN (Kleinsorge, Data for o culture; also pedigree charts. Both naturally-pollinated and 
r 1946) is another rich brown, and its A hand-pollinated seeds available, Explicit directions for Iris hybrid- 
introducer, Dr. Kleinsorge, has done MatCUF jing; many helpful hints. Valuable lists of best kinds to use as seed 
; . ing. y helpful 
great work with this color. PRETTY Hybridizers  ¢ pollen porents. 


QUADROON, introduced by him in 
1949, a smooth, shining brown, is 
another popular favorite. Lovely also 
is ARGUS PHEASANT (De Forest, 
1948). A startling rich-toned new 
brown iris, BRONZE ‘BELL, will be in- 


Information 


DELUXE FULL-COLOR EDITION 
44 Pages Packed with 


800 Varieties from ‘Round 


1 RAINBOW ‘Hybridizing GARDENS 








COLOR GOOD FOR A 


























troduced soon by the Schreiners. Its The World beara * ce NTIPICATE iy! eye 
rich coloring seems to capture the i count on my colar tom a cata unl 

metallic sheen of the beautiful bronze Hardy Mountain-Grown Stock } , — — 

) work done in the Orient, carrying with Delighted Customers Everywhere 5 Print Name..........ccccceeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeesees 


it the feeling of a temple bell. Watch 
for it as it represents another great 
4 step forward in this rich color class. 

i Plicatas have always been a particu- 





Send 25¢ Today for Catalog and Ip Bt OF BPD... essescrensersenseesennerseeseses 
10% Discount Certificate —> | .... 


Pe mee oe a 











'- 


! JUNE 1957 71 





HUSKY IRIS ROOTS 


You can buy iris all over the country but the rea- 
son Syllmar Gardens are so successful is the fact we 
ship only high quality hardy plants with plenty of in- 
creases. We specialize in a balanced offering of the 
best varieties—both old and new. 


MAKE YOUR OWN COLLECTION 


of the prize winning varieties listed below grown by 
Sylimar and hardy everywhere. Their performance 
will amaze you. LET US PROVE IT! 


NATURAL COLOR CATALOG 
FREE FOR THE ASKING! 
The Five Iris of the Year 


ARGUS PHEASANT 
$7.50 Value 


for 
$5.00 Postpaid 


MELODY LANE 
PIERRE MENARD 
PINK SENSATION \ 
PINNACLE 





Garden Gems 
BALLERINA—Ruffled flamingo pink 
GREEN MOHR—Green chartreuse 
HELEN COLLINGWOOD—Lovender & violet purple 
LADDIE—Huge medium blue 
MALAY—Brilliant brown 
MOHR BEAUTY—Ruffiled light yellow 
MYSTIC MELODY—Brilliant yellow and cream 
ORIENTAL GLORY—Brilliant red blend 
PARTY DRESS—Ruffled deep pink 
RAVEN WINGS—Stunning blue-black 
SPANISH FANDANGO—Chestnut red and yellow 
TECHNICOLOR—Brilliant ruby-red 


Select any 5 ($10.50 value) $ 7.25 Postpaid 
All 12 — ($25.50 value) $16.50 Postpaid 


Syllmar Pd 


12982-FG6 Borden Ave. San Fernando, Calif. 





ENJOY 
OUTDOOR LIVING 
AT HOME 


The nicest room in your home 
tight in your back yard! 


Habitant Fence gives you com- 
plete privacy for family picnics 
and lawn parties, and provides a 
natural background for lawns 
and gardens, Factory fabricated 
in standard length sections of 
long life Michigan White Cedar. 
Special length sections 

to custom-fit your lot line in- 
cluded at no extra cost! Habitant 
Fence is easily installed with no 
muss or fuss — and there are four- 
teen popular styles. 


12 NEW DECORATIVE YARD UNITS $19.95 up 
delivered — now at your Habitant dealer. 


tf = 


PLANNING A NEW HOME . YARD 
OUTDOOR LIVING ROOM? Send 
$2.00 for unique Habitant Plan-A-Yard 
model kit with full assortment of scaled 
units, trees, shrubs, walk, house and lawn 
and “Idea’’ Catalog. Or send 25c for full screens a driveway 
color “Idea’’ and specification catalog and 
name of your nearest Habitant dealer. 


=e BRM ibiteat Fence 


HABITANT FENCE, INC., BAY CITY 13, MICHIGAN 


THE PENROSE UNIT 
frames a corner garden 


THE LANCASTER UNIT 


If it doesn’t have 
this tag it’s not 
genuine Habitant! 
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lar favorite of mine and there are 
many extraordinarily beautiful ones 
from which to choose. BLUE SHIM- 
MER (Sass, 1942) has held a high 
place in public favor for many years 
and is still popular; FIRECRACKER 
(Hall, 1943) is magnificent with bur- 
gundy-red markings on yellow; MIN- 
NIE Coxrquitr (Sass, 1942) has 
wine-purple stitching on white, and 
Kinc’s JESTER and HARLEQUIN were 
introduced by Mrs. Jean Stevens of 
New Zealand. To me, these capture 
the jewelled brilliance of a butterfly’s 
wing and are supreme achievements 
in color artistry. 

New forms are also appearing in the 
iris world. Recent years have brought 
forth flowers with crinkled petals, giv- 
ing the effect of crepe paper. CHAN- 
TILLY, one of Hall’s pinks, achieved 
some of this character as did PINK 
ForMaAL (Muhlestein, 1949), and, more 
recently, CRISPETTE, CARMELA and 
CRINKLED RIBBON (Schreiner). 

Lloyd Austin of Rainbow Hybrid- 
izing Gardens in California startled 
the iris world when in 1954 he intro- 
duced the first of a new race called 
horned iris. In these the beard instead 
of lying flat on the falls projects out- 
wards in curving fashion, resembling 
miniature horns. UNICORN was the 
first of this type, followed by PLUMED 
DELIGHT and MULBERRY SNow. 

Oncobreds have a special appeal to 
me and I cannot close a discussion of 
bearded iris without mentioning them. 
They are hybrids produced by cross- 
ing a tall bearded iris with one of the 
oncocyclus iris native to Asia Minor 
and the Holy Land. The oncocyclus 
have flowers that are strangely mottled 
and veined in rich colors resembling 
those in a Persian rug, and these ex- 
otic markings are transmitted to their 
progeny. Clarence White and Tom 
Craig in California are doing outstand- 
ing work in the production of a new 
and ever more glamorous oncobreds 
that are “out of this world.” I might 
mention Joppa PARROT whose stand- 
ards are mauve streaked with mulberry 
are bronze-gold 
streaked with cinnamon-red and mul- 
berry black; ASOKA OF NEPAL, mauve- 
veined violet, with falls that are 
olive-veined wine-russet and splashed 
purple; CoRONATION TAPESTRY, com- 
bining lilac, gold, coronation purple, 
rose-maroon and palm-leaf green; 
BEISAN AGA, purple-black, and Oyez, 
a little jewel in pinkish-white etched 
with rose, falls pinkish-cream veined 
with maroon. 

I have barely scratched the surface 
of a subject that is dear to the heart 
of all of us who love iris. If you 
haven’t grown them, you are missing 
much beauty and pleasure. Why not 
let the Goddess of the Rainbow bring 
a gift to your garden?® 
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Iris in Missouri 


[FROM PaGE 63] or trees that may rob 
them of nourishment or sun. A good 
rule is to allow at least one square 
foot of garden space for each rhizome. 

As accent plants iris are exceptional 
in the landscape. A clump each of 
pale blue, clear pink and light yellow 
beside a garden gate or at the edge of 
a pool is a breathtaking sight. Plant 
clumps of three of a kind among other 
perennials in your border as striking 
color accents and choose early, mid- 
season and late varieties for continua- 
tion of bloom from early May to early 
June. Not only does their color make 
them ideal companion plants in the 
perennial border, but their height of 
bloom—from 8 inches on the dwarfs 
to 55 inches on the tall-bearded kinds 
—make it possible for them to be used 
in the front, middle and background. 

Planted in a border of their own, 
these aristocrats are at their best 
viewed against a background of some 
kind, be it a privacy fence around a 
patio, a shrub border or the founda- 
tion of your house or garage. 

In flower arrangements iris are ex- 
cellent not only for their handsome 
flowers but for their foliage, which 
may be employed as line, fill or back- 
ground material. 

Variety selection for flower arrang- 
ing or for landscape effect depends 
upon your personal preference. How- 
ever, in some areas of the country 
certain varieties perform better than 
others. A few varieties that originated 
in Southern California, for instance, 
are not fully winter hardy in the St. 
Louis area. The iris that were dam- 
aged or failed to bloom after the late 
freeze mentioned earlier were mostly 
of such origin. So, those interested in 
planting modern iris would do well 
to visit plantings in bloom in their lo- 
cality to determine which varieties are 
best suited to their particular needs. 
There are quite a few specialists in this 
area who would be happy to have 
visitors see their gardens. Here are a 
few moderately priced iris I would 
recommend for this area: NEw SNow, 
KATHERINE Fay, SNOW FLURRY 
(white); THe ApmiRAL, DANUBE 
Wave (dark blue); Bue RHYTHM, 
GreaT Lakes (medium blue); Cano- 
kKiA, HELEN McGrecor (light blue); 
BLUE SHIMMER (blue plicata); BEL- 
LERIVE (cream); GOLDEN FLEECE 
(lemon yellow); ZANTHA (bright yel- 
low); Ora Kata, CLoTH or GoLp 
(deep orange-yellow); Pink CAMEO, 
Hit ParaDe, CourTIiER (pink); CHAN- 
TILLY (lacy orchid pink); MEeLopist, 
BROWN THRASHER, RUSSET WINGS 
(brown); ORELIO, RANGER, SOLID 
MAHoGaNny, VICE ReGAL, DREAMLAND 
(red shades); SABLE, VATICAN PURPLE 
(deep purple).® 
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Non-Bearded Iris 


[FRoM Pace 68] den. J. reticulata is 
especially valuable, for, when it is 
properly situated, the bulbs will multi- 
ply so that the clump increases in size 
and beauty from year to year. 


Dutch Bulbous Iris 


These are more spectacular than 
those previously mentioned in that 
they grow to a height of 18 to 26 
inches. The Dutch irises are a result 
of hybridizing the Tangier iris (I. tin- 
gitana), the English iris (J. xiphioides) 
and the Spanish iris (7. xiphium). One 
of the Dutch irises, WEDGWoopD, is 
commonly forced by florists and sold 
as cut flowers in late winter and early 
svring. Other good varieties include 
BELLE JAUNE, yellow and orange; 
BLUE CHAMPION, large flowers of 
Wedewood blue; WHITE PERFECTION, 
and PRINCESS IRENE, which has white 
standards and orange falls. 

Cultivation: These irises start growth 
in the fall so, in northern regions, to 
minimize injury to the foliage, bulbs 
should be planted 6 inches deep as late 
as is consistent with getting them into 
the ground before it freezes. These 
can be forced into bloom for use in- 
doors or they can be planted outdoors 
in beds or borders. They are best in 
gardens south of the Mason-Dixon 
Line. The English varieties are the 
latest to bloom and grow best in 
moist soil. 


Japarese Iris 


For the most part the Japanese iris 
are varieties of 1. Kaempferi and when 
well grown are among the most spec- 
tacular of all iris. Under fmvorable 
conditions the flowers of some varie- 
ties may attain a diameter of 10 
inches. The blooms in general are 
flat and some of them are “double.” 
The standards assume the size and 
shape of the falls. The flowers exhibit 
an amazing range of colors. They may 
be striped, stippled or veined in violet, 
blue, white, mahogany, red or pink. 
Practically all of them have more or 
less conspicuous orange or yellow 
markings near the center. Because of 
the plants’ habit of holding the flowers 
horizontally, they are best viewed from 
a slight elevation. This could be made 
possible by planting them at the foot 
of a terrace wall. 

The nomenclature of Japanese iris 
is almost hopelessly mixed. Early im- 
portations from Japan had Japanese 
names. These, unfamiliar as they were 
to American gardeners, became gar- 
bled. Some nurserymen had the names 
translated into English; others raised 
the iris from seed and applied their 
own names to the plants. Thus it 


often happens that the same plants 
masquerade under several different 
names which makes confusion even 
more confounded. So instead of giv- 
ing you names which might be worth- 
less, I would suggest that you visit an 
iris nursery in July to see varieties in 
bloom and get catalogs illustrated in 
color from specialists such as Walter 
Marx Gardens, Boring, Oregon, whose 
catalog is worth more than double the 
modest cost of 25¢. 

Cultivation: Although they can be 
grown in the ordinary moist soil of the 
perennial garden, they appreciate am- 
ple supplies of water from the time they 
start growth in the spring until bloom- 
ing is finished. They are particularly 
well adapted for stream-side or pond 
planting and may be planted in or near 
shallow water in a lily pond. 

The soil should be rich, moisture 
retentive and have a pH between 5.5 
and 6.5. To these ends it is desirable 
to enrich the soil with rotted manure 
and/or peatmoss. The latter is espe- 
cially valuable if the soil is sandy or 
alkaline. Planting should be done 
early in September or in the spring. 


Siberian Iris 


“Siberian” is a misnomer as far as 
these iris are concerned for they are 
native to central Europe and Russia. 
Their foliage is almost grass-like. 
Their flowers, typically blue-purple 
with perky standards and roundish 
falls, are produced on slender stems 
and held well above the foliage. They 
range in height from the 12 inches of 
AcuTaA, with blue and white flowers, 
to the 50 inches of CAESAR’s BROTHER, 
which has pansy-purple flowers. Other 
good varieties include Cagsar, violet- 
blue, 4 feet tall; Eric THE RED, red 
and white; GATINEAU, large medium- 
blue flowers, 4 feet tall; SNow Crest, 
white, slightly ruffled; and Tropic 
NIGHT, deep violet-blue. 

Cultivation: While Siberian iris can 
be grown in almost any soil and take 
kindly to the conditions of the average 
flower border, they are likely to make 
a better showing if the supply of water 
is practically unlimited from the time 
growth starts in the spring until about 
midsummer. They are admirable for 
stream-side planting. 


Crested or Evansia Iris 


These iris are distinguished by the 
possession of a crest or cockscomb 
effect along the haft of the falls. The 
best-known of these crested irises is 
I. cristata which is native to this coun- 
try and grows wild from Maryland to 
Georgia and Missouri. Two Japanese 
forms are fairly well known in Amer- 
ica, namely I. tectorum, the roof iris, 
and I. gracillipes. 


FLOWER CROWER 





Of these J. cristata is a delightful 
dwarf which grows about 4 inches tall 
with pale-blue flowers and a white and 
yellow crest. There is a white form 
which is exquisite, but I found it to 
be less robust than the typical cristata. 
However, I have known it to grow 
happily when planted on the north side 
of a large boulder. If this iris fails to 
bloom, it may be because it has too 
much shade; if on the other hand the 
foliage becomes yellowish, it may be 
getting too much sun. 

The roof iris, J. tectorum, is a good 
conversation piece because you can 
tell your visitors the story of how it 
got its common name: Once upon a 
time there was a long famine in Japan, 
and the Mikado issued an edict which 
required that nothing be planted in the 
ground unless it was good for food. 
Japanese ladies, who used the ground- 
up rhizome of J. tectorum as face 
powder, could not get along without 
it so they planted it on the thatched 
roofs of their homes where it has been 
grown ever since. 

I. gracillipes is a charming little 
plant which usually grows best in a 
shady part of the rock garden. Small 
lavender flowers are displayed on slen- 
der stems which rise about 6 inches 
above the ground.® 


Spuria Iris 


[FROM PaGE 69] spurias, but the most 
extensive breeding was done by the 
late T. A. Washington in Nashville and 
the late Eric Nies in Hollywood. 
From Washington came the purple 
MONTEAGLE and several pastel and 
blue varieties. In addition to the vig- 
orous BRONZSPUR which was the par- 
ent of most of his later named 
varieties, such as the ruffled Two 
Opa.s, Mr. Nies improved the blues 
and added such distinctive varieties as 
the glamorous LARKSONG and the solid 
dark-brown BLAcK Pornt. Carl Milli- 
ken, also working in Southern Cali- 
fornia, introduced GOLD NUGGET, 
WuiTteE HERON and the beautifully 
formed Wabi ZEM ZEM. 

But, in spite of the availability of so 
many fine garden varieties, interest and 
acceptance was insignificant, and 
aurserymen were forced to drop from 
their catalogs those which they could 
not sell. Then public interest was 
aroused anew, largely as a result of the 
generosity of Mr. Nies in supplying 
cut flowers to the professional arrang- 
ers at the iris shows of the Southern 
California Iris Society in Hollywood. 
My own interest stems chiefly from 
attending these shows, and later Mr. 
Nies and Mr. Milliken kindly filled my 
entire garden with their originations. 
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There is no member of the iris 
family, with the possible exception of 
the gladiolus, that surpasses the but- 
terfly iris as a cut flower. Surely no 
other iris species challenges its position 
in this regard. Although its blooming 
season in the extreme North is limited 
to about two weeks, it extends over a 
full two months in the Deep South. 
The white spuria varieties, incidentally, 
are not only superior at Easter but are 
more appropriate than the Easter lily 
since their native home is in Asia 
Minor and the Holy Land, while the 
Easter lily’s is not. 

The seed of spuria iris is enclosed 
in a thin parchment-like capsule which 
contains air and in their original home 
seed was carried on water to the 
mouths of rivers, finding a foothold 
on hot treeless deltas. This accounts 
for their preferring sun rather than 
shade as do the Louisiana iris, the 
cork-covered seed of which was simi- 
larly carried downstream lodging on 
shaded deltas especially of the Mis- 
sissippi River. There are spurias native 
to the colder climates, however, nota- 
bly Iris spuria itself, which is found in 
Europe and adjacent islands. 

Spuria iris as a group belong to the 
rhizomatous-rooted division of iris as 
does the bearded iris, but they are 
classed in the subdivision known as the 
apogons, a word which means “with- 
out a beard.” There are several species 
of iris belonging to the spuria group, 
including J. spuria, I. ochroleuca and 
I. monnieri from which many of the 
fine named varieties available to gar- 
deners today were developed. 

The best varieties carry four pairs 
of flowers which are similar in con- 
struction to Dutch iris. The color 
range includes white, yellow, blue, 
brown and blends of these, with pur- 
ple and red tones appearing in new 
hybrids. Like all members of the iris 
family, they are subject to virus infec- 
tion, the blue ones being most sus- 
ceptible. 

Culture of butterfly iris is quite 
simple, but this does not mean that 
they should be relegated to the most 
“difficult” section of the garden. They 
do splendidly if given full sun, lots of 
food and water, good drainage during 
the growing season and a dry bake 
after flowering. They may be moved 
at any time, but growth is retarded 
for a year or two unless they are 
moved during or just after the dormant 
period which follows flowering. Never 
allow them to dry out during trans- 
planting. 

breeders of butterfly iris 
in this country today include Mr. 
Marion Walker, president of The 
American Iris Society, and Mr. Tom 
Craig, whose hybrid iris, daffodils, 
day-lilies and other flowers literally 
clothe mountains in Southern Cali- 
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fornia. Indicative of the growing 
popularity of the butterfly iris is the 
fact that such noted hybridizers as Mr. 
Tell Muhlestein of Utah and Mrs. 
Thomas Nesmith of Massachusetts are 
also breeding them. I have registered 
fourteen varieties of my own breeding 
to date. Many of the iris specialists 
who have concentrated on selling 
bearded iris have, with the renewed 
popularity of the spurias, added them 
in recent years to their lists. It is en- 
couraging to see George Park Seed 
Company of South Carolina now offer- 
ing both seeds and plants. It is of 
special interest that both Mr. Fred 
Danks of Australia and Mr. Muhlestein 
have undertaken a program of cross- 
ing the Louisiana iris with the butter- 
fly iris. If successful, this might add 
the pink and red shades to the color 
range, while the inter-species hybrids 
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might, by selection of best seedlings, 
open up many cultural and other 
genetic possibilities. Since I have 
thousands of spuria seedlings still un- 
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bloomed from crosses of past years, I 
am concentrating on this Louisiana- 
spuria breeding this season. 

At the request of The American 
Iris Society, I assisted in the formation 
of The Spuria Society, membership in 
which includes an informative bulletin 
and costs a dollar to members of The 
American Iris Society. Under the 
guidance of Mrs. J. Willis Slaughter 
an enthusiastic group was formed in 
Houston, Texas, and today the Gar- 
den Club of Houston and the River 
Oaks Garden Club jointly finance a 
magnificent test and exhibition garden 
for butterfly iris. 
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[Dr. Corliss, whose chief interest hor- 
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Exhibiting Iris 


[FROM PaGeE 65] of the drive. He 
learned in a hurry that the tall stalks 
were going to weave and either bruise 
or snap. One did. 

“Wait!” I yelled, and ran to get a 
coat to cover my house dress. I 
crawled on the front seat beside M.B., 
and no contortionist ever managed to 
sit as I did for half an hour as we 
crawled through traffic, half of me 
in the back steadying the sliding cases 
and half in front trying to keep the 
blooms from hitting the dash! 

We got to the show place one min- 
ute before the deadline, but there was 
no porter with a cart at the entrance 
as the schedule had promised. M.B. 
dashed to the exhibit room to get a 
cart while I unloaded the iris, one 
bottle at a time, in a “No Parking” 
zone, at the same time trying to keep 
the curious passers-by from handling 
the blooms as they asked endless ques- 
tions and breathed on them as they 
sniffed and “oooh-ed.” By the time I 
got back home with the car I had 
sworn a solemn oath never to have a 
part in such an experience again. But 
M.B. came home with “the most” blue 
ribbons in the show, plus medals and 
prizes. 

On his next birthday I handed him 
a note on which I had written: “Happy 
Birthday! This entitles you to the use 
of one U-Drive-It truck on April 28 
for transporting iris.” He thought it 
was a joke at first, but I was dead 
serious. I’ll admit I was a bit surprised 
when M.B. drove one home the night 
before the show that was as big as a 
moving van and as bouncy as a 
broncho. 

During the year he had learned 
some new tricks. He stuffed wax 
paper in the necks of the bottle so as 
to hold the stalks firm. (Since then 
he has experimented with about two 
inches of sand in the bottle with the 
water, and with cork in the neck of 
the bottle—two additional methods of 
keeping those stalks from moving.) 
He had discovered, too, that really 
seasoned exhibitors don’t give up in 
despair when a special variety they 
wish to show isn’t quite ready. They 
cut it the evening before—but more 
about that later. 

What a joy it was the next morn- 
ing to see those cases slide easily into 
the truck with head room and floor 
space galore! And when M.B. mounted 
the cab in his business suit and hat 
and drove cautiously out the drive and 
down the street, I stood there relaxed 
and smiling, waving good-bye. When 
I met him after lunch he had done it 
again—sweepstakes and all. 

A number of other shows have gone 
by since then. My husband still dis- 
likes denuding his iris beds for one 
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occasion, but he has become recon- 
ciled to the thought that there are 
many flower lovers who would not 
get to see the newer and better varie- 
ties if it were not for the shows— 
and anything for a possible convert! 

In spite of my somewhat ludicrous 
tales of getting iris to the shows, M.B. 
has continued to experiment with vari- 
ous methods and has evolved some 
helpful reminders for exhibitors which 
he is glad to have me offer for what- 
ever they may be worth. 

First, judges like varieties that pos- 
sess good qualities — well-shaped 
blooms, good texture and substance, 
good branching. These features are 
largely inborn in iris varieties. But 
judges also are influenced by the con- 
dition of the specimens, and here’s 
where the growers’ efforts are judged. 
Blooms should have a fresh appear- 
ance. Foliage should be healthy, not 
diseased. A flower which has had 
unbalanced feeding may have an 
enormous bloom, but it may be faded 
and watery when compared with 
others of its kind. 

It is well to remember that judges 
do their judging at the show. They 
see the specimens there and there only. 
It matters not what the iris looked like 
when you cut it. Your iris should be 
fresh and undamaged at judging time. 

As you survey your crop the eve- 
ning before show day you usually find 
that if the show had only been a few 
days earlier or later you would have 
had no troubles. Now you have no 
blooms, or so it seems. That’s where 
you are wrong. You do have some, 
and very good ones, too, if you are 
willing to put forth a little effort. 

In selecting specimens, try to find 
stalks that will have three open flow- 
ers in good condition at show time. 
If not that, try to find one with two 
well-placed blooms and a promising 
bud. Some varieties can look good 
with only one fine open bloom and 
with well-placed buds. I have seen a 
stalk with one open bloom win best in 
show. Of course a great deal depends 
on the individual judges; some like 
many open blooms, but usually three 
open blooms is par for the course, 
with a small penalty for a two-bloom 
stalk. 

There are some tricks to getting 
three, four, or even more open at a 
time. One such device is the holding 
back of the earlier blooms by placing 
an envelope over the buds just as they 
are maturing a few days before the 
show, meanwhile letting later buds 
catch up with them. On the morning 
of the show the envelopes can be re- 
moved and there you are—iris bustin’ 
out all over. Admittedly, it’s a good 
trick if you can do it, but it sure 
sounds like a lot of trouble and M.B. 
likes to hope that judges will not give 
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deep apri- 
nish. 


PINK SENSATION—Large a of true delicate 
pink. Early and very choice pink. 

suarusaeee ae fine new white, large, ruffled 
flowers. Mohr breeding but very hardy. 
rome Papa large flowers of a delicate violet, 
showing a slight trace of yellow. 





Coppery yellow standards. 
Chestnut red falls. Strong grower, ruffled flowers. 


giving the 


VICTORIAN VEIL—Very fancy tris. Snow-white 
ground, heavily sprayed and striped with rose-violet. 


ROY ROGERS IRIS GARDENS 


Boulder, Colorado 
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opRAYING IS fun! 


when you're controlling pests the fast, 
. WITH a John BEAN 





Easy starting Briggs & Stratton engine. (Electric 
motor optional) 
Adjustable pistol-grip gun. 


Big, smooth rolling bal] bearing wheels. 
Newly designed mechanical and jet agitation. 


You con also choose from the 
complete line of John Bean tank 


Write for “Spraying Tips’ today! 


John BEAN 
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Send TODAY For the Beautiful .... 
NEW deJager 1957 Fall Catalog 
The Most Authoritative Listing of Holland Bulbs. 


88 pages with illustrations, many in color, of our 


NEWEST CREATIONS AND STANDARD VARIETIES 


Tulips, Daffodils, Narcissi, Hyacinths, Crocus 
and All of the Other Superb deJager Bulbs and Tubers. 


For many years deJager Bulbs have been the choice of leading 
gardeners because of their Guaranteed high productivity and their 
Larger, Lovelier, Longer Lasting Blooms. deJager Bulbs are de- 
veloped and perfected in our HOLLAND Nurseries, which were 


established in 1870. 


Superb deJager Bulbs cost no more than ordinary stock. Please 
enclose 25¢ with your catalog request to cover mailing and 
handling costs. This will be refunded on receipt of your bulb 


order. 


We Pay All Postage Costs in the U.S. and Canada 


Canadian Address: P. deJager & Sons, Hamilton Rd. RR8, London, Ontario 





BOTHERED? 


Not when you use 
“6-12” Insect Repellent 


Stop mosquitoes, chiggers, gnats, 
sand flies, black flies from biting. 


Odorless . . . get some today ! 


e in the handy stick, 59¢ 
e streamlined bottle, 59¢ 
@ easy-to-use 
aerosol spray, $1.39 











for flower lovers is a visit to one of 
the International glad shows. 


Eastern — Hershey, Pa. 
Community Bldg. Au- 
gust 13-14 


Central — Mt. Pleasant, 
Mich. Central Michigan 
College. August 16-17 


Pacific — Grants Pass, 
Oregon, August 17-18 


Each is sponsored by 
North American Gladiolus Council 


All- America 


Gladiolus Selections 
INCORPORATED 














COLCHICINE MIRACLE DRUG 


Green Thumb Gardeners, thousands of them, are 
experimenting with this amazing drug, producer 
of giant Tetra Snapdragons, immense Marigolds 
Supreme African Violets, enormous Carnations a 
the fabulous new Gloriosa Daisies. You too can 
experiment in creating new and improved flowers 
and plants wr in your own back yard. Learn all 
about it, send for our new brochure, eight pages, 
fully illustrated, 


“The ABC's of Colchicine ue a ve pon 
written by expert home gardeners. 
please send 10¢, (coin or stamps). SEND TODAY 


ROMAINE B. WARE sox & cansy, orecon 





very much credit for open blooms 
above three. Most judges will judge 
the quality of the flower itself rather 
than sheer number of blooms. 

If you have a nice stalk in your gar- 
den, but with only one or two open 
flowers, you may have a winner if you 
have a matured bud or two. You may 
hasten. the opening of the buds by 
cutting the stalks the evening before 
and placing them in warm water. This 
should be done carefully, preferably 
in individual containers such as milk 
bottles, spaced so as not to let the 
individual specimens touch each other. 
Keep the water warm by periodic 
changing and you will be amazed at 
how buds can be opened into fresh, 
crisp blooms. Keeping stalks under 
strong artificial light is another method 
of forcing buds to open, and, of course 
the two methods may be combined. 

The hardest part, as you know by 
now, is still ahead. Whatever you do, 
don’t gather up all of your show stalks 
in one bunch and start out! It is a 
crushing blow to see your best variety 
face the judge with two standards, or 
with a fall hanging by a thread, or 
with a bad watermark from bruising. 
As has been pointed out, one of the 
better ways to transport the iris is in 
bottles which in turn are carried in 
divided cases or crates. Don’t put the 
bottles too close together. Usually a 
24-bottle case should only carry six 
bottles with stalks. 

One of the toughest problems is to 
get a tall stalk to the show. Measure 
the stalk before you try to put it into 
the vehicle you use to transport them, 
or better yet, before you cut it. Your 
top bloom can snap off mighty easily 
if you try to put a 44-inch stalk into a 
43-inch height. 

Loading is still only half the job. 
Drive carefully. Sudden stops or hard 
bumps or jolts can also snap an iris 
bloom off the stalk. Keep the windows 
closed so the wind won’t strike the 
blooms. You may be uncomfortable 
for awhile, but that is better than 
having one of your best stalks ruined. 

After you arrive at your destination, 
if you are still alive and conscious, 
don’t be in too great a hurry as you 
unload your stalks. After all you have 
been through, it would be just too 
much to lose one now. 

It is just about at this stage that you 
decide with certainty that it just isn’t 
worth all the trouble. Never again will 
you go through all this mess with its 
headaches and work and loss of sleep 
(not to mention the strain on your 
spouse!)—-but you will. And by the 
time you go back to collect your 
empty milk bottles you will be starry 
eyed as you dream of all the new 
varieties you are going to order. Just 
wait till next year— you'll really show 
them.® 
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GUIDE TO IRIS 


Do you know 


what these iris 


terms mean? 


by F. W. CASSEBEER 


HE "LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS” is a 
T sentimental phrase that crops up 
here and there, often to promote Val- 
entine’s Day or Mother’s Day. Quite 
apart from sentiment or promotion is 
the distinct vocabulary used by fan- 
ciers or specialists for a particular 
flower. 

Because the iris is one of the most 
popular of garden favorites, the eso- 
teric language used by those in the 
know has provoked both interest and 
curiosity among beginners. In learn- 
ing the language of iris, one does not 
merely acquire a strange vocabulary; 
rather, one becomes familiar with iris 
terms that increase appreciation for 
this exquisite flower. 

It is a simple matter to remember 
that the standards of the iris are the 
three petals that are erect or stand up; 
the falls are the three petals that hang 
down or fall. The crest means the 
tips of the style branches in the center 
of the flower; these carry the stigmatic 
lip which receives the poilen. The 
haft, or shoulder, is the area across 
the falls near the center of the flower. 
It is on the haft that one often sees 
reticulations, thin pencil-like markings 
which hybridizers have been trying to 
eliminate. The narrow haft has seen 
its day; now it must be broad as well 
as “clean” to rate with the experts. 

A seedling is, of course, a baby 
plant grown from seed, but it has a 
special meaning for the iris hybridizer. 
Each year he crosses or. “marries” 
many iris couples that give promise of 
producing desirable progeny. In the 
fall he plants the seeds produced by 
the fertile pairs—then he waits and 
dreams of the beautiful children which 
he hopes will come. In two or three 
years these plants grow to maturity 
and bloom. The hybridizer then sees 
for the first time the results of his 
crosses. If there are exceptional 
blooms among these many plants, he 
gives them a number—they are then 
numbered seedlings—and continues to 
observe them. If, finally, they fulfill 
all the exacting standards of the hy- 
bridizer, he may name one or two of 
these numbered seedlings and intro- 
duce them into commerce as named 
varieties. In short, to a hybridizer, a 
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seedling, even when it is a mature 
plant, remains a “seedling” as long as 
it is on trial or until it is officially in 
commerce. 

The bearded iris group is divided 
into a number of classifications in re- 
spect to general color types. A self 
is a pure color, with both standards 
and falls of the same color. A bitone 
is one in which the standards and falls 
are of the same color but the falls are 
deeper and more velvety. An amoena 
is a bicolor (standards and falls of dif- 
ferent colors) with standards white and 
falls colored—at present either purple 
or maroon. An interesting recent de- 
velopment is the yellow amoena, 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY CASSEBEER 


Dog-eared, droopy, floppy and with falls 
that are pinched! Also its haft is nar- 
row and has unattractive reticulations. 
This is how an iris should NOT be! 


A beautiful plicata is Ssow CrysTAL, an 
iris which has a white ground and deli- 
cate blue “stitching” on the standards. 
The falls are peppered deeper blue. 


which has white standards and yellow 
falls. A neglecta is very much like an 
amoena except that the standards are 
slightly tinted lavender while the falls 
are velvety purple. A variegata has 
yellow standards and reddish maroon 
falls. A blend is what the name sug- 
gests: a blend or suffusion of muted 
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ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 
Dept. F-1, NEWBURY, OHIO 


EPISCIAS 


Beautiful foliage plants 
in jewel colors. Red 
or blue flowers. Grow 
in warm, shady place 





like African violets 
Free instructions. 
Rooted cuttings ready 
for 4-inch pots. 

4 different varieties 





postpaid 
8 different varieties 


postpaid 
Color catalog orchids and tropical houseplants 25c 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 


Rt 6 Box 77-FJ Jacksonville 7, Fla. 





360,000 families benefit from 
Flower Grower's helpful hints 
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TRIMMER 
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BOTH-IN-ONE 


TOOL 


TRIMS . . . all the grass away from 
fences, walls, trees, rocks. 
. » cuts a neat, trim groove 


between walk and sod. 


1 J. A. ORR CO. dept. rc 
| 10019 SO. WESTERN AVE., CHICAGO 43, ILL. 
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“Bread From Stones”’ only 25¢ 


63 pages on how to build soil fertility. 
Written 60 years ago by eminent German 
scientist who made life study of plant 
nutrition. Send 25¢. Also get free booklet, 
“As Others Tell the Story of Hybro-Tite.”’ 
Address Potash Rock Company of Amer- 
ica, Inc., Dept. FG-6, ae Georgia. 
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Send now for Free Catalogue. 


WAKE ROBIN FARM 
Box 33-F Home, Penna. 








AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Special Pink Waverly new ruffled pink, $1.50. Our selection 
— var. 2/$1.75; 3/$2. 

thurium andraeanum and A. Crystallinum, $3.00 each, 

Catalog and culture gu de, oritsting hundreds of violets, 


Pm for May to Aug, 
many rare and colorful foliage plants, Orchids, etc. It's 
free but we don’t refuse a dime, it’s worth more. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL, vert. F, La verne, caLiF. 





Grow MINIATURE TREES 
FREE! SEEDS & PLAN ,<—® 
New fascinating HOBBY! ¢ Tix 


oak, cypress 
“put miniature. Take orders from 
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FREE Seeds (8 kinds) )—IMllust. Plan, write: 
MINIATURE TREE NURSERIES 
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colors. A variegata blend, however, 
has quite a bit of contrast between the 
standards and falls and is reddish in 
tone. A plicata has a light ground 
color and is sanded or stitched with a 
darker color. 

Recently the American Iris Society 
set up a new classification for dwarf, 
intermediate and tall bearded iris. Now 
iris are dwarf when their height is 
up to 15 inches; intermediate, from 15 
inches to 28 inches, and tall bearded, 
28 inches and above. 

The beard of the iris resembles a 
fuzzy caterpillar and is found at the 
center of the falls. It was supposedly 
intended by nature to catch pollen 
carried on the body of insects so that, 
when the flower closed as it faded, the 
pollen would be rubbed against the 
stigma. Actually, however, the beard 
is almost entirely decorative for while 
occasionally there are bee crosses, 
most hybridizers do not plant the seeds 
from them because bees apparently 
are not discriminating in their choice 
of parents. Beards in iris are in the 
category of hirsute decoration in men, 
possibly an adjunct to vanity! It may 
be borne in mind, then, that a “blue 
beard” in an i..s is hardly a description 
of a predatory or dangerous male but 
merely one more achievement for the 
hybridizer. And the new-fashioned 
tangerine beard doesn’t reflect a beau- 
tician’s discovery but is a decorative 
conceit painstakingly sought, and 


A bitone iris. It is NIGHTFALL, an old 


iris, which is still popular. It has medium- 
purple standards and deep-purple falls. 


achieved, by design and hard work on 
the part of the hybridizer. 

While we are on the subject of the 
aims of the hybridizers, we might 
caution the reader that to a hybridizer 


a dog has no connection with the 
canine world—it merely refers to un- 
desirable seedlings that merit only the 
consideration of the compost heap. 
Another canine allusion, a thoroughly 
deprecatory one, is dog-eared. This 
means simply that the falls droop or 


An amoena is BriGHT Hours, a good 
modern variety with clear, almost white 
standards and velvety blue-purple falls. 


are floppy, incurved or recurved and 
are probably pinched at the haft, fail- 
ings not to be countenanced in pres- 
ent-day iris. Now the falls must flare 
or resemble the skirts of a skater in 
an arrested pirouette. The lower the 
plant, the more horizontal should be 
the flare. If a plant is tall, the falls 
should hang down somewhat; other- 
wise, at eye level one would see very 
little petal surface. Currently, too, 
iris fashion decrees that while a good 
tailored flower is all right, to be truly 
a la mode the standards and falls 
should have a more feminine aspect 
—they should be ruffled and wavy; 


‘ sometimes nowadays one even finds 


fluted or crinkled edges. 

To be equally decried with floppy 
falls are flat, open standards. Although 
the standards may be domed or conic 
in shape, the “right” iris have stand- 
ards that touch each other at the top. 
Some indulgence is permitted, how- 
ever, provided the standards are firm 
even if a little open.® 


[F. W. Cassebeer, well-known lecturer 
and photographer of flowers, has spe- 
cialized in iris hybridizing for the past 
fifteen years, introducing three or four 
new varieties each year. He has re- 
ceived the Distinguished Service Medal 
of the American Iris Society.] 
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I'm always satisfied most 


with a BRAND that’s 
made a NAME for itself!” 


“| MADE IT... and I 
know it’s top quality...in 
materials and workmanship. 
It has to be to satisfy people 
today. And satisfied people 
are the only reason my busi» 
riess is successful.” 





**| SOLD IT...and I rec- 
ommend it, because I know 
the brand has made a name 
for itself. Well-known brands 
offer the widest choice and 
latest improvements .. . and 
keep my customers satisfied ” ocaure 





| BOUGHT IT...by brand 
because that’s the best way of 
getting just what I want. I 
can’t risk wasting time and 
money on hit-or-miss buying. 
Brand names give me the best 
and safest buy.” 


THE BRANDS 
YOU SEE ADVERTISED 
IN THIS MAGAZINE 
(ARE NAMES YOU CAN TRUST! 


They stand firmly behind 
every product 
and claim they make. 


BRAND NAMES FOUNDATION, INC, 
437 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 16, N. Y. 









GUIDE TO IRIS 
The five iris 
on the cover 


ICTURED ON THE COVER in color are 

the five iris of the year. These 
varieties are the selection of the As- 
sociation of Iris Growers of America 
and represent top-quality iris which 
are well within the purse-strings of the 
average gardener. This is the third 
year the Iris Growers have selected 
Iris of the Year. To be selected for 
this honor an iris variety must be ex- 
ceptional, easily obtained from most 
growers and inexpensive. Among the 
varieties which have been chosen are 
many medal winners of past years. 

Because they include colors and 
combinations of colors relatively scarce 
among flowers in general, the five iris 
of 1957 have a special appeal. 

Melody Lane, for instance, is a 
soft golden apricot, a luscious melting 
color. Perhaps only in the tuberous 
begonia family could you find a flower 
of similar hue. 

Argus Pheasant is a rich russet- 
brown. Brown tones in flowers are 
rare indeed, and the fascinating glitter 
that plays over a flower of Arcus 
PHEASANT in full bloom in the sunlight 
is wondrous to behold. It won the 
Dykes Medal in 1952, the highest 
achievement an iris can earn. 

Pinnacle is pre-eminent both in 
beauty of coloration and perfection 
of form. Wax-like blooms are beauti- 
fully molded, with absolutely clear 
white standards and smooth primrose 


yellow falls. A clump in full bloom | 


is a captivating sight. 

Pink Sensation and Pierre Menard 
(blue) represent two of the most pop- 
ular of all colors in iris. PrERRE MEN- 
ARD is a magnificent rich blue. The 
slightly open standards are a hyacinth 
blue and the falls a campanula violet. 
PINK SENSATION is a true delicate pink 
with a tangerine-red beard.® 


Coming in July: 


HOME GARDEN 
GUIDE TO 


DAY-LILIES 
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ROSS DANIELS, INC. 


ourt Avenue Des Moines owe 
















Send for free copy of “Key to 
Outdoor Beauty’’ to Ross Daniels. 
Inc. Dept. ¥, Des Moines. 





GRAVELY Gets it Done 
Faster! ... Better! 


New Steering Sulky, with Rotary Mower 
Attachment, provides the easiest, most 
efficient mowing ever! 


With Gravely, you fit your jobs perfectly 
with a choice of 30 performance-proved 
attachments . . . Do every lawn and garden 
job better, faster, easier! 

All-gear drive, power reverse, optional 
electric starter. Nation-wide. sales and 
service . . . Easy Payment Plan. 


Write today for FREE 24-page 
“Power ‘vs Drudgery”’ let 


A GRAVELY TRACTORS. INC. 
car) = ox GIG DUNBAR, W. VA. 
FIELD-TESTED SINCE 1922 
























HOW TO GROW 


CHIDS 


AT HOME 


World’s most thrilling hobby—prout- 
able home business. Successful ae 
grower shows you how to start—how — condi 
provide proper a te a 
tions in any well lighted room—how 

market Orchid flowers and plants an 
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GUIDE TO IRIS 


Iris awards 
and honors 


for 1956 


warps for outstanding iris as voted 

during the blooming season of 
1956 will be of interest to experienced 
growers as well as to those who are 
making their first planting. These 
awards are given as a result of votes 
cast by Accredited Garden Judges of 
the American Iris, Society —526 judges 
in 1956. 

The Dykes Memorial Medal is the 
highest award that can be given an 
iris. -The medal may be awarded an- 
nually to one outstanding variety of 
American or Canadian origin that has 
previously received the Award of 
Merit, the Caparne Award, the Mor- 
gan Award or the Mary Swords De- 
baillon Award not more than four full 
years prior to the Dykes-award year. 
The 1956 winner was First VIOLET 
(DeForest), a self of clean sparkling 
manganese-violet with lovely blue 
highlights. 

Mary Swords Debaillon Award is 
awarded to a Louisiana iris species, 
variety or hybrid and was won by 
Woop VIoLet (Dorman). 

Caparne Award, won by SPARKLING 
Eyes (Welch) is given to a dwarf 
bearded iris which has received Hon- 
orable Mention previously. 

Eric Nies Award, given yearly be- 
ginning in 1956, is for spuria iris va- 
rieties which have received Honorable 
Mention. The first winner of this new 
award was Wap! ZEM ZeM (Milliken). 

Award of Merit is given to officially 
registered and introduced varieties that 
have received Honorable Mention not 
less than two and not more than five 
years prior to the voting year. The 
award is given to the twelve varieties 
receiving the greatest number of votes. 
Dwarf varieties, Louisiana and spuria 
varieties do not compete for this 
award. The following are the twelve 
winners with originator’s name in 
parentheses. BLUE SAPPHIRE (Schrei- 
ner), REHOBETH (DeForest), SIERRA 
Sxres (Schortmann), May Hatr 
(Hall), DarK BOATMAN (Cook), JUNE 
MEREDITH (Muhlestein), CATHEDRAL 
BeELLs. (Wallace), Weppinc Bov- 
QUET (Buttrick), PINK FULFILLMENT 
(Muhlestein), GoLDEN ‘SUNSHINE 
(Schreiner), Apricot GLory (Muhle- 
stein), and MAJORETTE (Miess). 

A complete listing of these awards 





can be found in the October 1956 
bulletin published by the American 
Iris Society at Nashville, Tenn. 


Iris Popularity Poll 
Of particular interest to all iris 
growers is the popularity poll in which 
every member of the Society may take 
part. In 1956 almost 2,000 voted. 
This list represents the real favorites 
of the iris world—not just the novelties 
—as evidenced by the fact that the 
1956 list closely resembles that of 
1955. The first 50 of the 100 favorites 
are listed with votes received: 
TRULY Yours (928) 
OLA KALA (742) 
Happy Birtupay (726) 
Mary RANDALL (683) 
PALOMINO (662) 
ARGUS PHEASANT (627) 
CHIVALRY (625) 
ELMOHR (621) 
BLUE RHYTHM (552) 
New Snow (547) 
Lapy Mour (541) 
PIERRE MENARD (537) 
PINNACLE (526) 
BLUE SHIMMER (487) 
DEseErRT SONG (455) 
SABLE NIGHT (427) 
MINNIE CoLquiTtT (420) 
SNow FLurry (416) 
BLUE SAPPHIRE (414) 
LIMELIGHT (405) 
AMANDINE (403) 
CHAR MAIZzeE (389) 
IncA CuHteF (384) 
First VIOLET (375) 
HELEN McGREGoR (367) 
SABLE (366) 
WaBASH (365) 
GREAT LaKEs (358) 
SoLip MAHoGaNny (356) 
CaHoKIA (333° 
VIOLET HaRMony (332) 
CHERIE (330) 
FRANCES CRAIG (326) 
BLACK HILL Ls (325) 
SPANISH PEAKs (325) 
CHANTILLY (323) 
ZANTHA (306) 
THOTMEs III (296) 
JANE PHILLIPs (293) 
SoLip GoLp (282) 
STARSHINE (279) 
CASCADE SPLENDOR (278) 
PINK FoRMAL (275) 
Tor FLicut (274) 
DREAMCASTLE (264) 
CLoupcap (254) 
EXTRAVAGANZA (247) 
MELopy LANE (247) 
Port WINE (247) 
BLUE VALLEY (241) 
MULBERRY RosE (241) 
For information on membership in 
the American Iris Society write to: 
American Iris Society 
Clifford Benson, Secretary 
2237 Tower Grove Boulevard 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 
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Oncocyclus iris 


in Minnesota 
by FRANCES DRAKE 


Bh ONCOCYCLUS IRIS are native to 
Palestine and other areas having 
long dry hot summers. Cold winters 
are mentioned but I am certain that 
those referred to could not compare to 
our Minnesota winters. Except for an 
occasional dry spell during the sum- 
mer we have much more moisture than 
the oncocyclus iris are supposed to be 
able to tolerate. 

So it was with a few misgivings that 
I purchased my first oncocyclus iris. 
I started with a few Iris susiana, also 
’ known as the mourning iris—so called 
because of its black effect. 

The first year I grew them in pots 
because I did not want to take any 
chances on losing them due to our 
cold winter. In the bottom of 10-inch: 
glazed pots I placed a handful of 
broken clay pot chips for drainage. 

I used a sandy soil to which T added’ 
one ounce of lime and one half ounce 
of bonemeal for each pot of soil. I 
was advised to make up this mixture 
at least a month before setting the 
plants in the pots. I spread the roots 
out well and covered the plants with 
2 inches of soil, one plant to the pot. 
Glazed pots were used because there 
is a minimum of moisture loss. The 
pots were set in a pan of water until 
the moisture showed through the top 
soil. Then the pots were put away in 
a dark corner of the basement. This 
was the first part of October. I watched 
them for signs of drying out and gave 
each plant about 4 ounces of water 
every three weeks. I brought them 
upstairs the first week in March and 
set them in the darkest corner of my 
living room where we maintain a day- 
time temperature of 70° and a night 
temperature of 60°. ; 

The new growth came up through 
the soil in two weeks. After two more 
weeks, when the leaves had grown to 
about 6 inches, I moved the plants to 
a sunny south window. Seven weeks 
after I brought them from the base- 
ment I was rewarded with a gorgeous 
bloom from each plant. 

After the iris finished blooming, 
which was entirely too soon for any- 
one who has ever seen these beauties, 
I let them dry off in a sunny upstairs 
west window. 

Fortified with one successful method 
behind me, I decided to try a few in 
the garden. I used the same kind of 
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soil and glazed pots, choosing the high- 
est spot in my garden. Leaving 2 
inches of the pot above the ground 
to prevent any excess rain from pour- 
ing in, I built a frame of 2 by 4 lum- 
ber to support a 3 by 6 storm window, 
which is kept over the plants at all 
times. When the plants are in full 
growth and in bloom, I have the storm 
window raised 2 feet above the ground, 
but all the rest of the time I keep it 
only 4 inches above the plants. This 
distance allows air circulation but does 
not allow rain to enter. Snow blows in 
during the winter but it doesn’t melt 
until spring, at which time the plants 
need water anyway. 

This may not make any difference, 
but I always water the plants with rain 
water, or water from a small lake that 
we have on our farm. 

I planted my first oncocyclus iris in 
1953 and have not lost any. I have had 
to divide the plants several times so 
I feel that the oncocyclus iris can be 
raised successfully in our Minnesota 
climate. It may not be commercially 
profitable, but it certainly pays off in 
pleasure for the gardener. 

Recently I have heard that dolomite 
is supposed to be even better than lime 
in that it produces a more lush growth 
of leaves. I intend to experiment with 
it on half my plants when I set them 
out this fall.® 
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Latest News in the 


Control of Iris Borer 
@ The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station announced on 
April 17 that the iris borer, a 
garden pest which may go un- 
noticed until plants are seriously 
damaged, has been effectively con- 
trolled by sprays of DDT at the 
rate of 1 teaspoon of 25 per cent 
emulsion in 1 gallon of water. 

Spraying iris leaves at seven- 
to ten-day intervals from mid- 
April through late May killed 
most young larvae of the borer in 
an experiment conducted by John 
C. Schread, an entomologist at the 
Experiment Station. 

Two phosphate insecticides also 
proved effective in iris borer con- 
trol. These materials were applied 
in August, when many of the 
borers were fully grown. Both 
Thimet and Trithion emulsions 
used at the rate of 2 teaspoons in 
1 gallon of water killed the borers 
in the iris rhizomes and in the soil. 
A third insecticide, Systox, did not 
give satisfactory control. These 
materials were sprayed on the 
leaves, exposed rhizomes and sur- 
face of the soil. 

For details, write for Circular 
202, The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Box 1106, 
New Haven 4, Connecticut. 
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Flower Grower Reader 


Have the fun of introducing 
friendly FLOWER GROWER to 
all your gardening neighbors. 
Tell them how little it costs 

to enjoy greater garden 
pleasure every month, all 
year long: Just $3.50 (12 full 
issues). Give this coupon 

to a friend today. 


Yes, send me FLOWER 
GROWER for the next year. 
I enclose $3.50. 


mail to: 
FLOWER GROWER 
Dept. 657 Albany l, N. Y. 
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Delphiniums 


[FROM PaGE 54] as hopeless because 
of their scraggly growth and weak 
constitution. There is a pure yellow 
species, D. sulphureum, coming from 
the Asiatic region, that is similar to 
the California species in habit of 
growth. The dry roots of these may be 
stored for as many as three years and 
still remain alive. Although I have 
tried many times to cross this yellow 
species with the garden hybrids, I 
have never been successful and have 
not heard of anyone who has been. 
Successful growing of delphiniums 
largely depends upon locality. Gen- 
erally speaking, if you could draw a 
line from San Francisco to Washing- 
ton, D.C., you would find that in the 
area north of this line your chances 
for fine delphiniums would be better 
than south of it. However, there are 
exceptions to every rule and you may 
find a finer locality at higher altitudes 
south of the line than you would at.low 
ones farther north. In warm localities 
plants are forced into bloom rapidly, 
not reaching the size they are capable 
of attaining under cool, moist condi- 
tions. Their lives in a warm climate 
will be considerably shorter than in a 
cool one. Plants that are compara- 
tively perennial at the Canadian border 
will become more or less biennial in 
the middle of the United States and 
practically annuals in the Deep South. 
The simplest means of propagation 
is from seed. The seed can be sown in 
early spring in February or March, 





Armen Leonian, son of the late delphin- 
ium hybridizer, shown. cross-pollinating. 


possibly under glass depending on lo- 
cality, so that strong young plants can 
be fielded out in permanent positions 
during May or June. These will bring 
good flowers during August and Sep- 
tember and leave well established 
plants for the following spring. In 





climates with hot summers, it is pref- 
erable to sow the seed in July and 
August so that strong plants fielded 
out in October keep enlarging their 
root systems all through winter and 


VETTERLE AND REINELT 





Reggie Wootton, from England, admiring 
Bluebird in Vetterle and Reinelt field. 


bring magnificent spikes in spring. 
The draw-back of spring sowing in 
such localities is that the young plants 
are forced by heat to bloom before 
they have had an opportunity to de- 
velop an adequate root system, and 
one seldom gets much of a spike on 
them. The hotter your conditions dur- 
ing the young stage, the quicker the 
plants will bloom and the smaller they 
will be. 

Here along the Pacific Coast near 
the shore, we sow our commercial 
plantings in November, transplant the 
little plants in beds in greenhouses 
during January, and field them out in 
March. Our springs being usually 
cool, the plants develop beautiful 
spikes by July when the field is in full 
bloom. We could not follow this 
method in the interior valleys where 
the temperature is too high, and where 
autumn planting is far more pref- 
erable. The bulk of the delphinium 
industry, both for seed and~cut flow- 
ers, is located in a narrow belt along 
the Pacific Coast where summer fogs 
keep the temperature moderate. 

Sandy loam is an ideal soil for del- 
phiniums, but they will tolerate a great 
variety of mediums. For sowing, for 
instance, we mix approximately one- 
third peat or well-decayed leafmold 
with two thirds of very sandy loam. 
If the soil contains too much of fresh 
decaying material, the chances for 
damping off are greater, especially, 
under warm humid conditions. One- 
third peat and two-thirds sand is an- 
other mixture which some of the 
Easterners prefer and vermiculite is 
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still another material which can be 
used for germination. 

When the first true leaves develop, 
we transplant into nursery beds of 
sandy loam which have been enriched 
previously with well-decayed manure. 
They develop a healthy root system in 
this medium and are transplanted di- 
rectly into the field in rows 2 feet 
apart, a foot apart in the row. This is 
simply because we expect to rogue and 
discard almost fifty percent of the 
plants to maintain our high breeding 
standards. In your own garden a 2- 
foot distance between plants each way 
is necessary for the perfect develop- 
ment of specimen plants. 

Soil deeply prepared and enriched 
with bonemeal and well-decayed ma- 
nure and combined with perféct drain- 
age is a must if you wish to grow show 
delphiniums. A sunny location with 
wind protection is another must. In 
semi-shade the plants grow spindly. 

When the shoots reach 2 feet in 
height they should be staked with bam- 
boo and tied securely. The second 
year the plants will produce a great 
number of shoots which should be 
thinned out, leaving two or three of 
the strongest by simply breaking out 
the weaker ones. In this manner the 
strength of the plant will be conserved 
for the remaining shoots which will 
give far finer spikes. 

During the growing season, delphin- 
iums require a constant supply of 
moisture. In localities with warm dry 
summers, some sort of top dressing 
will be necessary to keep the soil from 
severe drying out. Peat is perhaps the 
easiest obtainable mulch, but other 
materials could be used successfully 
such as glass wool, straw, buckwheat 
hulls or what we have been using here 
for the last few years, red wood saw- 
dust. Pine or fir sawdust is not recom- 
mended due to its toxic properties. 
Well-decayed manure is an excellent 
mulch, but care should be taken not to 
bring it close to the crown of the plant. 
Sharp sand or wood ashes around the 
crown will keep the decaying material 
awav from the stem. 

When the first flowers have begun 
to fade, the flower spikes can be cut 
off, leaving the stems with foliage 
standing to protect the plant until the 
new growth from the bottom is well 
under way. When this new growth 
reaches about a foot in height, the old 
stock which has begun withering by 
now, can be cut off about 6 inches 
from the ground. This is to mature 
the stem and prevent an open wound 
close to the root system which could 
easily be invaded by fungi. 

The second growth will require an 
additional feeding to again produce 
a good crop of flowers. Quick action 
fertilizers such as ammonium phos- 
phate or sulphate of ammonia can be 
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sprinkled on the ground around the 
plant at the rate of a teaspoonful per 
plant, repeating this dose if necessary 
at two- to three-week intervals. 
Washed into the soil this will give the 
quick boost that the plants require. 
Safer even are the liquid fertilizers 
with a ratio of about 5-10-10 applied 
bi-weekly in light doses, as these give 
the plants a more complete food, lower 





The Delphinium Society of Great 
Britain, which supplied the photo- 
graphs of stem cuttings shown 
on page 54, invites gardeners in 
Canada and the United States to 
join their very active group. For 
$2.30, members will receive the 
1957 Yearbook and 200 choice del- 
phinium seeds. Write R. C. Parrett, 
c/o Daily Express 121-128 Fleet 
Street, E.C.4, London, England. 











in nitrogen and higher in phosphorous 
and potash. High nitrogen fertilizers 
tend to produce very lush and soft 
growth which does not stand any wind. 
Potash especially will strengthen the 
stems and make them quite woody. 
This is why wood ashes are very de- 
sirable to incorporate into the soil or 
even sprinkle on top of the ground. 

The greatest enemy of delphinium 
is the bacterial crown rot which is 
prevalent under the hot humid sum- 
mer conditions of the Eastern United 
States. So far there has been no 
specific cure for it, and once the soil 
is infected, avoid planting delphiniums 
in that area for a number of years. 
Green flower or aster yellows is a 
virus disease that crops up more in the 
West. This is transmitted chiefly by 
leaf hoppers from the adjoining weed 
lots where the disease winters. Affected 
plants will form creamy transparent 
growth from the ground. The plants 
should be destroyed as there is no cure 
for it. Mildew has been largely elim- 
inated through selective breeding. 

The cyclamen mite, a tiny pest in- 
visible to the naked eye, causes de- 
forming and blackening of foliage 
and flower shoots. It too can now be 
controlled by a number of sprays. 

The main change in delphinium in 
the last twenty years, as I see it, is that 
where we had only a limited range in 
mixture with comparatively dull col- 
ors, today we can paint garden pictures 
with luminous colors that come true 


from seed in a far wider range.® 


Frank Reinelt of Vetterle and Reinelt, 
Capitola, California, is responsible for 
the famous Giant Pacific delphiniums. 
Primroses, delphiniums, and tuberous 
begonias about which he wrote in the 
March 1957 FLOWER GROWER, are 
his three plant interests. 
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IF YOU LOVE OVE FLOWERS 
youll love 





FLORAGLOW 


for POTTED PLANTS 
A 3-purpose solution to 
spray or wipe on foliage of 
potted plants for instant 
beauty & improved health. 
1. It’s a foliage CLEANER 
++.2. It REPELS insects...3. It's a SHINE 
—gives leaves a beautiful, lasting luster... 
Only 59¢., 







A synthetic floral clay that is much stickier than 
old-style clays, yet it strips off without a trace. 
Safe to use on most delicate surfaces. POSEY 
KLAY stays pliable... waterproof. Perfect for 
anchoring flower holders, candles, etc. Only $1. 


FLORALIFE 


The original CUT-flower 
food. DOUBLES life of 


PLANTER'S 
PUNCH 

There's “a 

punch in every 









drop” of this cut flowers! Used by 
very high- both professionals and 
potency ferti- amateurs 
lizer. Comes alike, the 
in an easy-to- world 
use, pliable over. Big 
squeeze bottle. "3 qt.” 
Keeps house plants well size... 
nourished. 59¢. only $1, 
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At florists and GARDEN CENTERS 


If your dealer does not stock these items he can 
get them for you... (if no _deoter, order direct. 
Add 25¢ for packing and postage) 


FLORALIFE, INC. 
1431 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago 5 
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The STAR ROSE CATALOG is the depend- 
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dings, social affairs, funerals—wherever flowers are 
used. Start your own profitable business or get 
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Julia Clements 


[From Pace 37] turer and teacher, 
she says “We all feel a great closeness 
with the American women, as we in 
England had the plant material but we 
did not have the know-how.” 

If we Americans have returned 
something of inspiration in flower ar- 
rangement to England, that is indeed 
heartwarming. Our traditional Colo- 
nial and Georgian designs are rooted 
in England and have given us a pattern 
of elegance in the finest sense which 
will always endure. If we have given 
a new look to artistic flower arrange- 
ment for today’s living, we have done 
sO as a true expression of our enthu- 
siasm for all kinds of cut plant materi- 
als. We cherish every leaf and flower 
as a form to be used in design. Some- 
times we seem overenthusiastic in our 
use of exotic flowers, but just as fre- 
quently we use our roadside plant ma- 
terials as if they too were precious. 
Each has its place in contemporary 
decoration. 


—MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


H. M. The Queen’s pink and crimson 
anthuriums arranged by Julia Clem- 
ents for Gardeners’ Benevolent Fund. 





H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester’s fruit 
arranged by Julia Clements, He is the 
President of Gardeners’ Benevolent Fund. 
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For the best Daffodils for cutting, exhibiting, hybrid- 
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esting information. Features 1957 introductions and other 
novelty varieties. 25¢ brings a copy with credit coupon 


GRANT E. MITSCH Box F, “Daffodil Haven” 
CANBY, OREGON 














ae TERMITES 


Pratt’s 72% Chlordane gives you an easy “do-it- 
yourself’ way to control termites. Also kills gar- 
den pests. 42 pint, $2.00; 1 pint, $3.59; 1 qt., $5.65 
(slightly higher West of Mississippi River). Order 
today at your dealer’s or write us. Send for FREE 
folder on termite control. B. G. Pratt Co., 197 
Twenty First Ave., Paterson, N. J. 


6 RHODODENDRON 
ond © AZALEAS 


Strong 2-yr. transplants 4 to 8” tall. ONLY 
Mass of roots, large leaves. Rhodo- S 95 
dendron, from red flowering stock. 5' 
Azalea, evergreen, mixed colors. 

Postpaid at planting time. Free Catalog. 


leh) 4. aeetseee Box 7-F \ECleutC mea) 
COMPOST FERTILIZER 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertilizer, 










All for 








quicker, better, easier, cheaper, from waste, 
leaves, garbage, etc. (reduces garbage without 
odor) . Activates, conditions, and sweetens 


soils . . . many other uses, Organic, Bacterial, 
Odorless. Trial size for 425-lb. compost, No. 2, 
$1.00. 1400-Ib. size, No. 7, $2.95. Big, economy 
2-ton size, $6.95. ALL PREPAID. 


BENSON-MACLEAN Bridgeton 46, Indiana 


LUCKY 4 LEAF CLOVER 


= Sunt Bel Delight ‘fut bri bright green fol- 
ag “wt 4-~ 
: | poy f- A or the bor- 
poyp tens agen . Everblooming. 


50 BULBS FOR ony, & 00 ppd. 
(enough for a large 















5 BULBS ( 
pot) for 25¢ ppd. 
List of Rare Bulbs and Plants on request. 


Exchange Inc, Farmington 1 Mich, 
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New items from the mailbag 
by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


season in most sections of the 

country. The Meachem household 
is no exception. As is the custom, Pop 
takes over. But this year I am going 
to try two innovations that promise 
easier fire starting and cleaner cooking, 
giving me a little more time to perfect 
my “secret” sauce recipe. 

The first item comes from a well- 
known name among gardeners, the 
Zonolite Company, which has been 
making Terralite vermiculite for many 
years. The new item is called Bar-B- 
Sorb. This, too, is vermiculite but a 
much coarser grade. Bar-B-Sorb is 
placed on the bottom of the grill, with 
the charcoal on top. It soaks up drip- 
pings and greatly reduces the danger 
of flare-up from burning grease. It 
also produces better draft under the 
coals. Lighting fluid can be poured on 
the Bar-B-Sorb and it will act as a wick 
for quicker lighting. 

And this takes me to my second item, 
which is an electric lighter called the 
Fyre-Start’r made by U.S. Associates, 
Inc., 2803 South Main Street, Los 
Angeles, California. It can be plugged 
into any household outlet. It consists 
of a metal heating coil which is merely 
placed on the charcoal or a log (as in a 
fireplace). As soon as the fire is started 
it is unplugged and removed. This 
should save much time—and temper. 

Another old friend of home garden- 
ers is coming out with a new product 
this year which will be available in the 
Midwestern states. Northrup, King & 
Co., whose seeds you very likely have 
been planting for many years, now has 
Triple Tonic for lawns. This is not 
only a lawn fertilizer—it will destroy 
broad-leaved weeds and kill insects. 
The nitrogen in the complete fertilizer 
is all organic—which means there will 
be less chance of burning. This should 
be applied in the late spring or early 
summer, just when the dandelions first 
appear. Other applications should be 
made later in the season. 

Speaking of lawns, we have three ad- 
ditions to make to our list of lawn 
mowers which was published in the 
April issue: 

Jacobsen—Complete line of power 
lawn mowers, reel and rotary. Jacob- 
sen Mfg. Co., 747 Washington Ave., 
Racine, Wisc. 

Dixie—Rotary lawn mower with 
four-cycle engine. Southland Mower 
Co., Selma, Ala. 


|= IS THE START of the barbecue 


JUNE 1957 


Homko—Complete line of power 
mowers, reel and rotary. Rotary mow- 
ers have “Flexor” blade which retracts 
when it strikes a hard object. Western 
Tool and Stamping Co., 2725 Second 
Ave., Des Moines 13, Iowa. 

Under the heading of Trimmers and 
Edgers there is also True Temper. 
They manufacture both half-moon 
blade edgers as well as wheel-type ro- 
tary kinds. Retail prices range from 
$3 to $4. True Temper Corporation, 
1623 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 15, Ohio. 

When you test your soil you find 
frequently that the requirements de- 
mand a fertilizer formula different 
from the standard ones generally of- 
fered. The Laboratory of 
Sudbury, Mass., which has been mak- 
ing and selling soil-testing kits for 
many years, is offering components 
by which you can tailor-make the 
fertilizer for your particular garden. 
Each unit package contains high 
analysis, 100% soluble elements—ni- 
trogen, phosphorus and potash. By 
mixing these components you can 
create your own formula, whether it 
be 6-18-3, 10-15-12 or whatever is 
required. This is quite new as it has 
been impractical for home gardeners 
to mix their own fertilizer combina- 
tions in the past. 

You have several choices when you 
buy Aluminum Grass Stop, a product 
of Nichols Wire & Aluminum Co., 
Davenport, Iowa. It comes in 4- and 





Aluminum Grass Stop 


8-inch depths—the 8-inch is recom- 
mended in the South where grass and 
weed roots tend to go deeper. Also, it 
comes in standard and deluxe gauges 
in 40-foot lengths. Another improve- 
ment is the safety edge, which prevents 
the possibility of cutting or scraping 
hands while installing. 

I have received information about a 
new greenhouse-utility room combina- 
tion. It is called the Sturdi-Twin and 
is made by Sturdi-Built Manufacturing 
Co., 11304 S.W. Boones Ferry Rd., 











POWER MOWERS 


PERFORMANCE-PROVED 
AMERICA’S 
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ON 
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No need to bleat over this beet. No, 
siree. Not when you can hustle out your 
Supplex Garden Hose and wet down 
your garden in a jiffy. Makes watering 


real easy — fun besides. Supplex is light 
and clean, handles easily, coils up and 
tucks away 1-2-3. 

Supplex Hose with tire-cord-reinforce- 
ment won't burst...even when shut off 
at the nozzle under full water pressure 
and left for days in the hot sun. Look for 
Supplex Hose — triple tube 
sprinklers, too). All-vinyl plastic — guar- 
anteed up to 10 years. 


SUPPLEX \COMPANY, Garwood, N. J. 
Division of American Hard Rubber Company 





Oswego, Oregon. It consists of one 
continuous structure 10 feet wide and 
20 feet long. One portion, 10 by 7 
feet, is the garden house and is the 
place for potting table, heater and 
equipment. The other part is the 
greenhouse, 10 by 13 feet. The entire 
structure comes prefabricated and in- 
cludes base, benches, electric lights and 
all hardware. 

A new addition to the Silex-Handy- 
hot line is an electric cultivator with 
special cord holder. It operates on 
house current and can be used for cul- 
tivating as well as preparing small 
areas of garden and lawn. 

When it comes to fertilizing a lawn, 
many gardeners shy away from those 
materials that tend to burn or brown 
the grass. You have no such fear with 
Bordens 38. This contains the new 
ureaform nitrogen which is slow act- 
ing. One application will generally last 
a full season because it contains almost 
four times as much nitrogen as many 
lawn fertilizers and eight times as 
much as general garden fertilizers. 

The B. G. Pratt Co. has two liquid 
insecticides worth trying. The first is 
for lawns and contains 72% chlordane 
which controls almost all harmful in- 
sects in lawn and soil. The second is 
an all-purpose concentrate that can be 
used indoors as well as in the garden. 
They leave no sediment in spray tanks 
and can be used with hose-sprayers. 

Patio builders will be interested in a 
new packaged asphalt called Instant- 
Pave. This is black-top paving you can 
install yourself—just empty the bag, 
spread it out and roll or tamp and you 
are ready to go. It is a product of 
The Scilian Asphalt Paving Co., 130 
William Street, New York 38, N. Y. 

One of the magic words in garden- 
ing this year is gibberellin—the new 
growth stimulant. Gibberellin, plus 
important trace elements are found in 
the new 3-F. This works on roots, 
foliage and cut flowers. 

It is a product of Fertl, Inc., South 
Norwalk, Conn. 


Gasoline Engines 


VERY POWER MOWER must have 
an engine. There was a time 
when the purchaser had no 

choice of engines or equipment. 
Today, though, a power mower pur- 
chaser will often have a selection 
of engine—type and manufacturer— 
and starting equipment. 

Two basic types of gasoline en- 
gines are available—the 4- and 2- 
cycle. Both are made especially for 
mowers or tractors and are air 
cooled. Either one will do a good 
job if kept in good condition. 

Four-cycle engines are smaller 
counterparts of our automobile en- 


gines. The gasoline is supplied with- 
out any additives and oil is added 
and changed just like an automobile. 
They are steady operating engines 
and quite often not too noisy. 

Two-cycle engines are similar to 
the outboard motor for boats. Oil 
is mixed with the gasoline, not added 
separately. These engines have 
fewer parts and are often very light 
in weight. Unless muffled, they can 
also be quite noisy. 

In addition to a choice of engine, 
there is now a choice of starting 
mechanisms. There are several types 
offered: 

Rope starters are the simplest 
ones. With this starting mechanism, 
the rope is twisted around a drum 
and pulled sharply. Every time it is 
used, the rope has to be twisted 
around. 

Recoil starters are the same as the 
rope except that there is a spring 
mechanism which rewinds the rope 
after each pull. This eliminates all 
the bother of twisting the rope. 

Battery starting is the same as we 
have in our automobiles. There is 
a small electric motor operated by 
a storage battery. 

Electric starting is the very newest. 
Here there is also a small electric 
motor, but this is attached to a house 
current plug. The plug is put in the 
socket and the motor is driven by 
house current instead of a battery. 
Once started, the electric plug is 
removed. 

Electrically operated lawn mowers 
are still preferred by many gardeners. 
The important consideration is the 
quietness. With an electric mower 
it is possible to mow at 6 A.M. on 
a Saturday morning and not have 
the neighbors calling you names. The 
newer electric mowers are equipped 
with fairly large motors. 

Listed here are some of the gaso- 
line engines found on mowers and 
the starting mechanisms. 

Briggs & Stratton—4-cycle engine 
used to power mowers and tractors. 
Briggs & Stratton Corp., Milwaukee 
1, Wis. 

Fairbanks-Morse—Rewind and 
electric starters for gasoline engines. 
Fairbanks-Morse, Beloit, Wis. 

General Electric Starter—Electric 
starter for gasoline engines. Plugs 
into house current. Will be available 
on several engines. General Electric 
Co., Apparatus Sales Div., 901 Burl- 
ington Ave., Western Springs, Ill. 

Lauson—Gasoline engines for 
mowers and tractors. Various horse- 
powers, horizontal and _ vertical 
shafts. Lauson Engine Division, Te- 
cumseh Products Co., New Holstein, 
Wis. 

Power Products—Two-cycle gaso- 
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line engines for lawn mowers. Vari- 
ous models and sizes. Power Prod- 
ucts Corp., Grafton, Wis. 
Wisconsin — Air-cooled gasoline 
engines. 3 to 56 horsepower. For 
mowers, tractors and industrial use. . 
Wisconsin Motor Corp., Milwaukee Plastic Hose is Easy to 
46, Wis. 
Handle Even When the 


Garden Hoses Temperature Goes Down 





NCLUDED IN THE FIRST group of 
| garden equipment should be a q to as Low as 50 Degrees! 

length of hose. At one time gar- 1 
den hose was fairly standard with 
very few kinds and types to select 
from. Today there is a complete se- 
lection of both plastic and rubber 
hose. Each kind has its advantages 
and it is impossible to say that one New Low Temperature 


is better than the other. . 
No hose, plastic or rubber, will Plastic Makes 


stand too much abuse and you will Soft, Flexible, Easy to 
increase greatly its years of service 


with a little care. Never leave a hose oT Coil and Uncoil in 
in the garden under the hot summer 
sun, especially if it is filled with water tf ges Cold Weather! 
under pressure. Also, keep it coiled ae re F mr 
on a rack or hose reel when not in You can't imagine how omsy # S fo 
use. Most important, avoid pulling — handle SWANSEAL plastic garden 
a hose over sharp rocks, metal edges a hose in cold weather until you've 
or other obstructions that might a tried it! Only SWANSEAL gives you 
puncture or tear it. these desirable handling character- 
Here are some of the hoses avail- istics. And you'll love SWANSEAL’S 
able in garden stores: beautiful mirror-smooth flame finish. 
Biltrite—Plastic garden hose, sev- Available in brilliant red or green, 


plastic sprinklers and brass nozzle. s . 
American Biltrite Rubber Co., Chel- diameter 50 ft. coil only 
sea 50, Mass. 

Gates—Garden hoses, 12 different 
kinds, rubber and plastic. Price 
range from $2.85 to $13.95. Also 
underground sprinkler system, made 
of polyethylene plastic pipe. Gates 
Rubber Co., 999 So. Broadway, Den- 
ver 17, Colo. 

Gering — Garden hose, three 
brands, various sizes. Sprinkler hose, 
3-tube, three brands in 25- and 50- 
foot lengths. Coupled at both ends. 
Soaker sprinkler, holes on both sides. 
Gering Products, Inc., North Seventh ‘ 
Street and Monroe Avenue, Kenil- A full %-inch 
worth, N. J. inside diameter 


Plymouth, Revere, Canton — | A full %-inch inside $795 50-ft. coil only 


ped with solid brass nickel-plated 
couplings. SWANSEAL is America’s 
finest plastic hose! 


eral sizes. Also rubber garden hose, A full %-inch inside $ 595 in three different diameters. Equip- 


Plastic garden hose, 8 sizes. Made of " . 
virgin vinyl. Retail price from $2.98 diameter 50-ft. coil only 
to $6.79. Plymouth Rubber Co., 
Inc., Canton, Mass. LOOK FOR THIS SWAN DISPLAY... 

Superlite, Trulite, Tru-Spray — 
Plastic garden hose. 12 sizes. Retail gp ne or Sal — store, _ 
price ranges from $1.98 to $11.50 ¢ yard, or go su s a complete line 
per 50 feet. 100% pure vinyl con- a sen es 7 and pose owegoat — hose. 
struction. Apex Tire and Rubber Y glod to help you correct size, type, 


nd color Swan Hose best suited to needs. See 
Co., 505 Central Ave., Pawtucket, dim tothe ss 


R. I. 

Swan—Complete selection of gar- 
den hose, plastic and rubber. Also RUBBER COMPANY - BUCYRUS, OHIO 
several models of hose sprinklers. . ; 
Swan Rubber Co., Bucyrus, Ohio. ord s Largest Manutacturer OF aaran ie 
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Portable Spray for Bird Bath 


Connects to outlet at house without 
tools, permits free use of garden hose. 
Uses scarcely any water. Adjusts from 
full rainbow mist down to 1/3 gal. hr. 
Keeps bird bath fresh. Useful for plants 
& seedlings. Ideal for greenhouse. Brass, 
aluminum and stainless steel parts with 
50 ft. miniature plastic hose (longer 
lengths available). Birds can’t resist it. 
$12.75 ppd. Beverly Co., 10331 S. Lea- 
vitt St., Chicago 43, Ill. 








Were $1.95—Now Only $1.59 


The pendant bells in these unique ear- 
rings are the tiniest of red clay flower 
pots. Perfect in every detail and much 
lovelier than the photo. If you like un- 
usual earrings or if miniatures is your 
hobby, these are for you! A gift you and 
your friends will love and treasure. Or- 
der several pairs for gifts. Packed in 
plastic jewel box. Only $1.59 a pair post- 

aid, tax included. The Windover Co., 
Box 3033, Evansville, Ind. 
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UNUSUAL CONTAINERS designed for 
use as planters or for flower arrangements. 
Attractively and realistically fabricated in 
natural forms of rocks, beautifully hand- 
crafted in soft gray-brown mat tones. Plant 
or flower arrangements seem literally to 
spring from them as they would in nature. 
Write for prices on these and beautiful drift- 
wood containers to Sahuaro, FG-6, Box 
133-A, Palo Alto, Calif. 


HUMMINGBIRDS are fantastic to watch as 
they dash back and forth in your garden sip- 
ping the nectar from these easy-to-fill feeders. 
Push wire into soil, or fasten to tree, branch 
or bush. Glass tube should be filled with 
colored sugar water because these tiny birds 
are attracted to color. A fine gift for shut-ins! 
2 feeders for $1.00 postpaid. Middle River 
Products Co., FG-6, 94 Young Ave., Cedar 
Grove, N. J. 


DELIGHTFUL LITTLE BIRDS will find 
a haven among your house plants where they 
will lend color and cheer. Tuck one or two 
in your flower arrangements for extra charm. 
Carefully detailed in plastic these 2” birds 
come in assorted pastel colors, 8 for $1.00, 
postpaid. Downs & Co., FG-6, Evanston, IIl. 








For Comfortable Gardening! 


This “Down-o-Earth kneeler lets you 
garden easily and comfortably. Hand 
grips make it simple to get up and down. 
Saves your back and prevents fatigue. 
Sponge rubber mat is soft and kind to 
your knees. Pockets at each end hold 
seeds, trowel, and other —— working 
tools and accessories. Every gardener 
needs one. $6.95 postpaid. No COD’s 
please. The Garden so 170 Washing- 
ton St., Marblehead, Mass, 
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Sprinkle-Caddy Waters Selectively 


Waters faster, more effectively. Sprays 
downward like rain, has fingertip height 
control, covers various size areas without 
cutting water pressure. Keeps water from 
walks, walls, windows, etc. For selective 
watering, burnt spots, narrow areas, chil- 
dren’s play shower, etc. Made of ALCOA 
aluminum for lightness, wear. $12.95 ppd. 
if check accompanies order. 10 day free 
trial. Literature. Clark Metals Co., 220 
Colo. Natl. Bank Bldg., Denver 2, Colo. 








“Rak-Ho” 
IT’S NEW! IT’S DIFFERENT! Does 


the work of a Rake and a Hoe in one 
easy operation. RAK-HO is scientifically 
designed to cultivate the hardest soil, 
breaking and pulverizing it—just push 
and pull. Replaceable stainless steel 
blade has knife-sharp edges on both 
sides. 544” blade, 52” handle, $3.65; 14” 
handle, $2.95. 34%” blade 52” handle, 
$3.45, 14” handle, $2.75, ppd. Progressive 
Industries, Inc., Fraser, Mich. 
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GARDEN APRON AND GLOVES for the 
fastidious gardener. Apron is made of navy 
and white striped sanforized denim with 
nosegay of strawflowers in various colors 
pinned to the pocket. Waistband is trimmed 
with red and white grosgrain ribbon. White 
canvas gloves have gold metal star decoration. 
$5.00 for the set, postpaid. With extra long 
apron, $6.00. A wonderful hostess gift! 
Hudelson House, FG-6, Pomona, Kansas. 


A CONVERSATION PIECE of rare, dis- 
tinctive beauty for Dad’s desk is this giant 
chunk of purest optical glass of irregular 
shape with each facet flashing fire and bril- 
liance like a mammoth diamond. A most 
unique curio! Weighs about 6 pounds. $5.95 
postpaid. Edmund Scientific Co., FG-6, Bar- 
rington, N. j. 


ALABASTER BIRD BATH. Whether your 
artistic ability in the art of arranging flowers 
leans toward miniatures or the larger formal 
arrangements, you'll find real pleasure using 
a hand-carved genuine Italian alabaster bird- 
bath for a container. The four removable 
birds perched on the rim make interesting 
accessories. Sizes: 4” across the top, $2.00; 
434,” —$3.00; 6”—$4.00; 7” —$5.00; 814” — 
$7.00; 944”—$10.00 ppd. The J. Orlando 
Co., Inc., FG-6, 2 Stone St., New York 4, 
N. Y. 





High Grade—Low Price 3 Bencher 


You never thought you could get an 
11’ 2” by 13’ 6” greenhouse to stand on 
your base, delivered, including door, 
vent and all glass, not pre-cut but pre-fab- 
ricated, for so little! Redwood $225. 
Penta-Fir $250. All glass best American, 
highest quality. Wide enough for three 
benches, strong enough for hanging bas- 
kets. Other sizes, lean-to and free-stand- 
ing. Frank Sturdy, Greenhouse Builder, 
141 La Cuesta, Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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Flower Lovers!! 


Both beginners and experienced flower 
arrangers need hair-pin type holders— 
BLUE RIBBON FLOWER HOLDERS 
which hold flowers securely at any angle. 
If these favorite holders are not avail- 
able locally, send $2.25 for a 3” holder 
and $1.50 for two unusual Vase Stands 
for under your arrangements. Write for 
Special Offer to Garden Clubs. Blue Rib- 
bon Flewer Holders Co., Dept. FG-6, 
Box 214, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 





Natural Treasures 


Simply beautiful and beautifully sim- 
ple to arrange! Capture a breath of the 
sea, woods, desert or meadow. Choose a 
driftwood, rock or bark ceramic planter 
for your favorite plant, flower or arrange- 
ment. “Sierra”, shown above, captures 
the lovely tones and texture of natural 
treasures in Driftwood form. FREE 
brochure shows twelve distinctive de- 
signs, attractively priced. Write Sahuaro, 
Studio F4, Box 133-A Palo Alto, Calif. 





Sterling Silver Baby Gifts! 


Two exquisite and unusual gifts for the 
new Baby in Sterling Silver. A rattle in the 
shape of a little dumbbell with a delicate 
tinkle that will fascinate Baby for $5.50. 
And our beautiful Birth Record rattle in 
the form of a cowbell, with space pro- 
vided for engraving, hanging on a plastic 
ring, $2.50 postpaid, tax included. Or- 
ders shipped immediately upon “| 
Algren Gifts In Sterling, 59 Bucklin St., 
North Attleboro, Mass. 





Printed Name & Address Labels 


1000 sparkling gummed name and ad- 
dress labels nicely printed with your full 
name and address and a plastic box for 
just $1.00 postpaid. Up to four lines of 
copy. Makes identification neat and posi- 
tive. Put them on letters, checks, etc. 5 
orders or more at 75¢ per order. Makes a 
fine gift! 300 name and address labels 
50¢. (Same fine quality labels but NO 
plastic box.) Money Back Guar. Tower 
Press, Inc., Box 591, Lynn 422, Mass. 
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Imported Floral Greetings 


These beautiful three-dimensional 
floral bouquets in full color pop right 
out of their folder as you open it. A sen- 
sation at the International Flower Show 
in New York! A unique and unusual 
card for any occasion. 6 x 434”. Imported 
from Denmark there are 8 different floral 
bouquets in the set. $2.15 ppd. You'll want 
several sets at this low price when you 
see them! Dorothy Becker, 1378 East 8th 
St., Brooklyn 30, N.Y 








Quick, Decorative Radishes—50¢ 


Just one push of the radish on this in- 
genious little plastic device and like 


magic—a perfect rose of a radish! Quick, - 


safe, automatic . . . easy to clean! No 
sharp knives. Now you'll have time for 
decorative radish roses on every relish 
plate you serve. ROSEBUD RADISH 
MAKER only 50¢, postage paid. Guaran- 
teed to please or your money back! Or- 
der direct by mail from Sunset House, 220 
Sunset Building, Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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Ornamental Rain Gauge 


This unique rain gauge will help you 
to determine the amount of rainfall or 
water your sprinkler deposits on the 
lawn. Free moisture penetration chart 
tells you how deep to soak your lawn, 
shrubs, trees and flowers. Easy to read 
graduated scale glass tube is encased in 
ornamental black steel frame. Will last 
a lifetime. Gift boxed. Sent postpaid for 
$2.00. Wes Fleming Products Company, 
P. O. Box 625, Norfolk, Nebraska. 
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CREATE-A-CRAFT KIT contains every- 
thing needed to make original 3-dimensional 
pictures permanently embedded in plastic. 
Includes materials to create marine, floral and 
butterfly designs. You can preserve anything 
and everything—a lock of hair, precious doc- 
ument, coin collection, jewelry, trout flies, 
mementos, medals, etc. Kit with three 8” x 
10” panels, $4.95; with three 5” x 7” panels, 
$3.95 ppd. Benrich, Inc., FG-6, P. O. Box 64, 
Jamaica 35, N. Y. 


«BEAUTIFUL 4” ROYAL STAFFORD- 
SHIRE cache pots available for the first time 
in the beloved 18th Century Tonquin pattern. 
Wonderful for small plants, table decoration 
or bouquets when used in a row in window 
setting or on a what-not-shelf. In assorted 
true English colors. 3 for $3.50. Here’s How 
Co., FG-6, 95 Fifth Ave., New York 3 N. Y. 


MINIATURE BIRD CLIPS gay and smart, 
give a new touch to your costume. Wear 
them in your hair for real glamour! Birds 
come in assorted colors and sparkle with a 
stardust gleam. Perfect, too, for high-light- 
ing your special gift packages. 7 clips in a 
satin-lined box of clear acetate for $1.00 post- 
paid. Rajah Enterprises, FG-6, Box 261, 
Englewood, N. J. 








5 From 1 


SOAKEZE does 4 good job watering 
shrubs, especially rose bushes. Saves 
much time and work. Attach it to your 
garden hose; the 5 small plastic hoses 
spread out in any direction to soak roots 
of 5 plants, some 24 feet apart, without 
waste of water. Guaranteed to please you 
or your money refunded. Complete unit 
only $4.95 postpaid. Send check or money 
order. Jons Mfg. Co., Dept. C-6, Saint 
Matthews, South Carolina. 


Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


This 10’ x 14’ fully prefabricated green- 
house, insulated from ground to ridge for 
easy heating in Winter and coolness in 
Summer, with TWIN-GLAS in roof and 
sides. $556.40 Insulated. Not insulated 
$428.50. No puttying, only a few bolts to 
tighten. We build all sizes, both lean-to 
and free standing with or without hail- 
proof fiberglas roofs. Redfern’s Prefab 
Greenhouses, 3248 Los Gatos Hiway, 





Santa Cruz, Calif. 
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SiO ee with Erna W. Cass 


PJTCHING HORSESHOES in your back 
yard is a lot of fun! And these lightweight 
aluminum shoes weigh only one pound éach, 
which makes them ideal for children as well 
as grown-ups. Smooth finish, won't rust. 
$6.95 postpaid for set of four. Patrick's, 
FG-6, P. O. Box 47, Plattsburgh, N. Y. 


JIFFO-JET HANDLE quickly changes every 
aerosol-type spray into a spray gun, giving 
you controlled spray at all times. Keeps fin- 
gets and hands from touching liquid being 
sprayed, which is important with certain in- 
secticides and paints. Handle instantly snaps 
on top of any spray can and quickly transfers 
from one can to another. $1.00 postpaid. 
Dickman Co., FG-6, P. O. Box 6238, Phila- 
delphia 36, Pa. 


CHILDREN LOVE ICE POPS. Now you 
can make these between-meal delights from 
any health giving liquid. Made of plastic, 
the molds may be used again and again. 
It’s as easy as filling a pan. Simply fill and 
freeze. 10 holders, $1.00 postpaid. Beatty 
Manufacturing Co., FG-6, 3450 Wilshire 
Blvd. Los Angeles 5, Calif, 





You, Too, Can Grow Orchids! 


CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS (illus. 1) 
asstd. colors; flowering size plants, SPE- 
CIAL $9.75 ea., 3 plants $26. Labeled 
CYMBIDIUM back bulbs, 2 for $5.50. 
CYPRIPEDIUMS (illus. 2) best OR- 
CHIDS to grow in the home; SPECIAL 
$6.75 ea. 3 plants $16.50 ppd. CYM- 
BIDIUM and CYPRIPEDI the best 
orchids for corsages. Free illus. litera- 
ture. Sherman Orchid Gardens, F-67, 
Grand & Gladstone, Glendora, Calif. 
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The FloraCart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available: 3 Tray, 
(without light fixtures) $52.50; 2 Tray 
(without light fixtures) $41.50. Practical 
sturdy aluminum tubing guaranteed con- 
struction. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”. Ball bearing wheels. Write for 
literature and additional information on 
new accessories being offered. Tube 
Craft Inc., Dept. D, 1950 West 114th St., 
Cleveland 2, Ohio. 


Kill Flies Outdoors 


Kills disease-carrying flies outside, be- 
fore they get indoors to contaminate your 
home. For Home, Farm, Business! Sim- 
ple action—merely hang chemicall 
treated trap in tree or bush as diesel. 
Holds over 25,000 dead flies. No cleaning 
or objectionable handling. When filled, 
destroy entire trap. Guaranteed results 
or money returned. Set of 3, $1.00, post- 
paid. Carol Beatty, 289 Beatty Bldg., Holly- 
wood 46, Calif. Free gift catalog included. 




















“Director” Chair Covers 


Simple to put on—slip-on back and 
tack-on seat—rugged enough to last for 
years! These attractive coverings (18 oz. 
per sq. yd. sailcloth) are designed for a 
chair seat approx. 16” x 26” and a chair 
back 7” x 22”. Coverings have white 

iping along edges. Available in red, 
my turquoise, green, coral, black, 
white or yellow. Match up your chairs! 
Only $2.50 per set ppd. Ematol Products 
Co., Box 95-K, So. Weymouth, Mass. 





Women will love these comfortable, 
long wearing hand-laced moccasins for 
work or play. Particularly suitable for 
working in the garden! Skillfully fash- 
ioned of soft, flexible leather, yet with 
a rigid arch construction. Light, buoyant 
foam-crepe soles give the effect of walk- 
ing on air. Immediate delivery! Smvke, 
White, Brown, Red. Fine value at $5.95 
~ 50c postage. Moccasin-Craft, 65-FH 

ulberry St., Lynn, Mass. 
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Nature’s Own Flytrap! — $1 


Exotic Cobra Lilies attract and de- 
stroy flies. It's amazing! Fully devel- 
oped plants have beautiful blossoms that 
trap insects with their ribbon-like 
tongues. Grows in or outdoors. Blooms 
perennially. Generous package of seeds 
with simple instructions. Guaranteed or 
your money back! Only $1, postage paid. 
Order “FLYCATCHER” SEEDS from 
Sunset House, 242 Sunset Bldg., Holly- 
wood 46, Calif. 





er 


Wee 


Sturdi-Built Greenhouses 


The World’s finest lowest-priced green- 
houses made of lifetime REDWOOD! A 
9 ft. x 12 ft. 9 in. greenhouse, complete 
above base, with glass, only $225.00, 
freight prepaid. Select from dreamlined 
styles—years ahead of all others! Many 
sizes, precut and prefabbed to choose 
from. Send for our free Color Catalog. 
Sturdi-Built Manufacturing Co., 11304 
S. W. Boones Ferry Road. Oswego, 
Oregon. 





Windy Cindy 


Weathervane and lawn ornament! 
Authentic model of a giant Tiger Swal- 
lowtail with natural coloring. 16” wing- 
spread! Points into the wind, moves 
its wings like a real butterfly. Mounts 
easily on garage, fence, garden stake or 
lawn. Responds to gentle zephyr or flies 
out a hurricane. Supplied with post for 
lawn and strap for side mounting. $9.95 
ppd. Money-back guar. Ficker Records, 
1020 Arcadia Rd., Old Greenwich, Conn. 
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shop in 
Flower Grower's 


GENERAL 


A TOOTHPICK of sterling silver or 14K 
gold is a super gift for Dad on Father’s Day. 
This one has his initial securely fastened to 
the top which acts as a handle or grip. It is 
2 inches long. Comes in an attractive brown 
genuine alligator leather case. $3.30 in 
Sterling Silver and $11.00 in 14K gold, in- 
cluding tax and postage. Sleepy Hollow Gifts, 
FG-6, 1037 Crane Drive, Falls Church, Va. 


YOUR OWN PERSONAL MEMO PADS 
for short letters, notes, memos, orders, re- 
minders! 200 sheets of crisp white bond 
paper printed with your full name and ad- 
dress at the top of each 444” x 514” sheet. 
$1.25 postpaid. Order several pads for 
Father's Day. Please print name and address 
clearly. Tower Press, Inc., FG-6, Box 591, 
Lynn 3, Mass. 


WESTERN CHEF BARBECUE SET has 
King-size fork, ladle and spoon, each nearly 2 
feet long. Stainless steel construction. Gen- 
uine hand-burnished bamboo non-slip con- 
tour-ridge handles have leather tongs for 
easy hanging. A wonderful: gift item and 
wonderful for your own use, too. $4.98 
postpaid for the set. Mrs. Lavalle, Inc., FG- 
141, 585 Water St., New York 2, N. Y. 





Beck’s Pot-Grown Zoysia Better 


Beck’s pot-grown Meyer Z-52 plants 
are far superior to cut plugs. The sturdy, 
uncut root system comes to you growing 
in rich soil, peat moss and long-lasting 
plant food. Hardy. Prefertilized. Grow 
better, spread faster, yet cost no more. 
Start your Zoysia lawn this easier way. 
100 Z-52 (or Matrella) plants cover 150 
sq. ft.—$9.95 f.0.b. ORDER TODAY for 
maximum growth. Beck’s Zoysia Co., 831 
College St., Auburn 3, Alabama, 


Only W-W Grinds or Shreds 


_ _W-W Compost Grinder has inter- 
changeable rollers and grinding screen 
to let you shred organic matter properly 
for composting or mulch as well as grind 
fine enough for potting soil and top dress- 
ing. Rejects unwanted material. Model 
2-XB, $189.50 with 214 h.p. gasoline en- 
gine. Special model A for small opera- 
tions, $129.95 with gas or electric power, 
f.o.b. Wichita. Send for literature. W-W 





Grinder Corp., Dept. G, Wichita 4, Kas. 
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SELF-LATHERING BATH SPONGE is 
like having a third-arm. Removable sponge 
holds left over pieces of soap, giving a rich, 
foamy lather automatically. Handsome 17” 
specially curved translucent plastic handle is 
available either in pink, blue, green or clear, 
with matching sponge. $2.50 postpaid. Post- 
Way Products, FG-6, 30 East 20th St., New 
York 3, N. Y. 


MODERN HOME GAS INCINERATOR 
has come out of the cellar and taken its place 
alongside of other household appliances. The 
new Imperial is aimed at doing a better job 
of indoor disposal of trash and garbage. For 
complete details write the Majestic Co., Inc., 
FG-6, Huntington, Ind. 


WALKIE AERATOR will aerate your lawn 
right through October. Bare spots which 
come from water starvation will disappear 
and your lawn will show a big improvement. 
The Walkie Aerator opens up small holes 
so seed, air and water enter the soil without 
running off. Easy, too, no pushing or pulling 
required. Just strap over your shoes and walk. 
Your weight does the work. $5.95 pair, 
postpaid. Walkie Aerator, Co., FG-6, 2063 
East 18th St., Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 








Measure Mileage - No Figuring! 


Mile-O-Graph, amazing precision meas- 
urer, figures shortest route on any scaled 
map. Easy as 1-2-3, no computing. Set 
scale by turning knob. Run wheel along 
map route. Read exact mileage thru mag- 
nified window. Mile-O-Graph adjusts to 
any map scale. Adaptable for air and sea 
charts. $2 each, 3 for $5. Gift boxed. 
Postage paid on prepaid orders. Mile- 
O-Graph Inc., Dept. FG-6, 117 Liberty 
St., New York 6, N. Y. 
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Genuine Sundial 
Tell Time by the Sun! Beautify your 


lawn or garden with a sandcast alum- 
inum sundial. Lightweight, rustproof, 
permanent. Easy-to-read black numerals 
on white enameled background stand 
out in sharp relief. }2” diameter. Quickly 
mounted on 1” post or pipe. Only $5.95 
ppd. Compare size, price, material and 
construction with other sundials, then 
order from Patrick’s Mailorder Service, 
P. O. Box 47, Plattsburgh, N.Y. 





Scare Birds Away!—$1 


SCRAM-OWLS frighten birds and keep 
*em away from your fruit trees, gardens, 
lawns. Protects your clothes-lines, win- 
dow ledges, patio, cars and outdoor 
furniture. Bright, colorful metallic Owls 
repel birds without harming them. Deco- 
rative, cute. Each is 314” x 5”. Set of 8 for 
only $1, postage paid. Money back guar- 
antee! Order ram-Owls Set from 
Sunset House, 258 Sunset Building, 
Hollywood 46, Calif. 





E-Z Ups For Your Toaster 


Don’t ruin your toaster by using a 
knife or other instrument to dig out 
small slices of toast, muffins or waffles 
that refuse to pop up because of their 
size. Use this lifter-upper that slips into 
toaster slots and holds toastables in place. 
When ready it pops them up high enough 
for easy lifting without burning fingers. 
Every toaster should have one! $1.00 


= Jeanne Shop, FG-6, 504 Richey Ave., 
est Collingswood, New Jersey. 





Stop Dog and Cat Damage—$1 


Dog Wicks are the perfect solution for 
repelling pets. One sniff and away they'll 
run! Hang this chemical Wick on shrub 
or branch and rest easy for the whole 
season. Safe, harmless to animals. Use 
inside or out—protects lawns, garbage 
pails, flowers, furniture. Trains your 
pets and neighbor’s dogs. Guaranteed or 
your money back! 20 for $1, postage 
"wee Order from Sunset House, 252 

mset Bldg. Hollywood 46, Calif. 
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oe Ya inal Boy ” 
AMERICA’S FINEST 
INCINERATOR 


Burns Garbage, Leaves and 
Litter te ash! 
——- 


omens. perforated 
. No extra fuel is 
needed. Fi 

smother. Sturdy con- 
struction of weather- 
resistant vitreous por- 
celainized iron. 


J. W. FISKE 
Architectural Metals, Inc. 


95 Kentucky Avenue 
Paterson 3, N.J. 


Buy direct from Mfr. 
Price F.0.B. Reading, Pa. 


Write for 
illustrated Circular 














NEW TREND IN ARRANGEMENTS 


CYPRESS KNEES—odd shaped, 


| gr 

superbly to ve » 
mountain scenes, cliffs, 
chasms. Wonderful decorations 
for home, office, den. Unique, 
unusual gifts! Carefully sea- 
soned and polished, colors 
rich maple to reddish bronze 
8 -.16” tall. 2 aan fd 
assorted, $5.75, postpaid. Sat- 
isfaction Guaranteed. 


GIPPLE’S GIFTWARES, FG-6, DeLeon Springs, Fla. 





FOR PRIZE WINNING ROSES 


Pl PLANT FOOD 


geous bloom, healthier plants. Economical 
1 Tis. an feeds eight to ten Rose Bushes all season. 
$1.25 - arden bay po postpaid. Dept. R. 
Free: ormative Rose Leaflet. 
uee MARVEL LABORATORIES 
622 W. 119th Street, Chicago 28, Illinois 








You needn't Now you can 
remove wnwented hair forever 


TROUBLED 
WITH 


UNWANTED -ee aie SS mmsotinsty 


destroy: 
ve By following our instruc- 
you, too, can learn to use 
Mahler safely and effi- 
ciently! Positive money-| 
guarentee! Act today! 


d 5¢ for illustrated 16-page 
“New Radiant Beeuty™ 








ONLY A PENNY PER TEST 
Now anyone can test any soil—anywhere 
—anytime. Good Earth tester shows how 
to use lime—save fertilizer—correct acid 
or sweet soil. Charts list scientific treat- 
ment for 700 different plants. For gar- 


: $1.50 Postpaid 


—- Dept. FG-67, Briarcliff Manor, W. Y. 
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ENERAL 


CHUCK WAGON BARB-B-Q OR PATIO 
GONG is music to the ears when it rings for 
chow. Its clear tones ring in delightful har- 
mony when calling the children home. A 
triangle of wrought iron to hang indoors or 
out. 814 inches wide. $2.50 postpaid. Doro- 
thy Biddle Service, FG-6, Hawthorne 100, 
) Ae 


THE ANGLER’S PAL does the work of 11 
tools. A find for the fisherman, yachtsman 
or camper. Imported from Germany, it has a 
hook disgorger, shot flattener, all around 
pliers, fish scaler, cutting edge, shot splitter, 
line cutter, rubber safety grips, cap lifter, 
screw driver, can opener and chain loop. 
Leather case fastens to belt. 714” long. $4.95 
postpaid. The Ridgewood Sales Co., FG-6, 
6416 Palmetto St., Ridgewood 27, N. Y. 


ENGLISH IRONSTONE JUGS reproduced 
from an original antique. Charmingly deco- 
rative as well as useful, they come in a set of 
1 pint, 114 pints and 2 pints. Footed base, 
well balanced with non-drip pouring lip. 
Plain white glaze. $6.95 for the set, postpaid. 
Bryce-Branton, FG-6, 690 Southern Ave., 
Muskegon, Michigan. 


GENUINE DELFT BIRTH TILE direct 
from Holland to the lucky parents as a lovely 
reminder of their happy occasion. Delicately 
hand-painted by skilled craftsmen, tile shows 
baby’s name, weight, date and hour of birth. 
$2.95 postpaid. Pay postman 15¢ foreign 
mail charge. Be sure to give complete in- 
formation. Buckley’s Imports, 28 Buckley 
Bidg., 701 17th St., Santa Monica 3, Calif. 
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AMERICAN ‘FEDERAL EAGLE SCONCE 
beautifully detailed of solid brass makes a 
distinctive decoration for wall or mantel. A 
real authentic period reproduction! 1014” 
high and 8144” wide. $35.00 postpaid. 
Heritage Hall, FG-6, 918 St. Paul St., Balti- 
more 2, Md. 


GRAB-ALL EXTENSION ARM is a new 
and valuable kitchen aid. It reaches into 
high, deep shelves and cabinets to stack or 
remove jars and cans, eliminating the use of 
hazardous stools and ladders. A wonderful 
helper for expectant mothers, heart patients 
and invalids in retrieving items from floor 
without stooping. Lifts up to 5 pounds easily. 
Weighs only 12 ounces. $2.98 postpaid. The 
Mailing Bee, FG-6, P. O. Box 272, Woodland 
Hills, Calif. 


KOFFEE-KLEEN now permits making rich 
savory coffee in a pot that’s free of all taste- 
killing coffee varnish. One tablet dissolved 
in your pot once a week washes out this 
bitter sludge in a matter of minutes. A four 
months’ supply of tablets, $1.00, postpaid. 
H. J. Alexander & Sons, FG-6, Scofieldtown 
Road, Stamford, Conn. 








JuNE 1957 


THIS 1S A MUST 


for everyone Cancerned | 


This MANUAL Tells You HOW 
To Make Handsome Profits 
From Concrete Yard Ornaments 
YOU CAN MAKE 


All you need is a mold or two and a little determination. “How 
To Turn Concrete Into Gold" contains large, clear pictures, 
gives prices and descriptions of more than 200 different molds 
you can buy direct from the manufacturer, AND. ...priceless 
trade secrets that make production a snap. Order it TODAY. 


SEND ONLY $2,00 FOR YOUR COPY 
(Rushed to you by First Class Mail) 
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FITS ANY 
STANDARD SIZE 
GARDEN HOSE 


SPRAYS UP TO 
2500 SQ. FT. 
AREA. 


AVAILABLE IN YOUR 
LOCAL DEPARTMENT 
OR CHAIN STORES 
or write: DEPT. F 
COMET METAL PRODUCTS CO.., INC., 
} 91-13 132nd St, Richmond Hill 18, N. Y. 
J 

















BURNS TRASH 
SAFELY 
OUTDOORS 


End fire hazards— 
neighborhood nuisance 
of blowing burning bits 
of paper — sooty ash. 
Scientific draft design 
minimizes anate, smell — burns damp, green, 
dry, garbage or refuse to fine ash. Needs no 
watching. Burns in any weather. Quickly pays 
for itself. Made of rust-resi 
bonded to steel for longest service. Over 150,000 
satisfied users. Approved by fire depts. 2 bushel 
model A (21% x 27") — $14.95 postpaid. 3 
bushel model B (24” x 32’) — $18.95 postpaid. 
Money back guarantee. Stainless stee! models 
available. 





ALSTO COMPANY 
Dept. FG-6, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohic 





BUY WITH CONFIDENCE FROM 
THE GENERAL STORE! 








Pulm WATER DRY-SAVE MONEY 
2 SUCT-DRI 


Only $2-75 post 


Without Pe... 
or moving parts 








Flower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word a 
three or more consecutive insertions using same 
Minimum order accepted in the Classitied Section—$1 "06 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 a 
Insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closi 

18th of 2nd _ preceding amen. Terms: CASH ith 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower \ sae 
Classitied Dept . Breadwas. Albany 1, N. Y. 


DIRECT FROM GROWER IN HOLLAND. Desriptive 
catalog of Tulips, Narcissi, Hyacinths ete. with nu nerous 
color pictures will be sent free on application. WIL LIAM 
M. VANDERZANDE, Dept. C, Hillegom, Holland, Furope. 


Crotons 





HOLLAND-GROWN BULBS. Our Gosertptivg catalog 
offers you many varieties of Tulips, Hyacinths, Daffodils, 
Amaryllis, Crocus, ete. Free on application, Q. ELKHUI- 
ZEN, Sassenheim—Holland. 


CROTONS. FANCY potted varieties ... 12 8 Ge $10.00 
Also many iropical plants, citrus, fruit, palm . write 
for catalogue. ‘e. HOFMAN NU RSERY. 2160 N.W 
79th St.. Miami, Fla. 





African Violets 





pes MY ADVERTISEMENT page 85. Illustrated cata- 

og TS valuable cultural advice. FREE! Mrs. 

2 — VOUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive, Fraser, 
chigat 


AMERICA’S FINEST—Beautiful catalo free on 
request. See our ad page 76. FIscHan GREE HOUSES. 
Dept. C.F., Linwood, New Jersey 


AERIOCAN VIOLET LEAVES. Strong and althy. 
hipped anywhere, anytime. Send stamp Lg list. Ruris 
GREENHOU SES. Route 35 Townshend, 


CAROLYN RECTOR’S “African vies Vertey List” 
for 1957, complete edition, $1.50 p.p. WHITLOW’S 2236 
Pacific Ave., San Pedro, California 


JANIE’S AFRICAN GARDEN. Old 
Send stamp for list. . CHADWELL. Ber. 682, 
Middlesboro, Kentue' 


ROOTED LEAVES. A pessenne brings Sy ie . ot varie- 
ties you cannot afford to mis: TKINSON, 
1702 Grove Avenue. North heume Ti 




















SEED. Named varieties cross pollinated, $2.00 2 pa 
taining Seed, Germinating Mix and our new plastic seed 
flat, $3.00. Snotrpatiane included. Catalog Free. KRAUSE’S 
AFRIC AN VIOLET NURSERY, 11823 Christopher, Ingle- 
wood, California. 





TWELVE HUSKY ceanre or ene. 00 Jiffy 
Pots—25-$1.00, 50-$1.75, 100-$3.00. WILSON’S (FG), 
Rt. 3, Austell, Ga. 


AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES LS ag | fisong, heal althy plants 
of Minnesota, Pink Swan, Splas' iy oon, A 
five leaves for one Soller ‘Send ki. a Closed Sun 

days June, July, August. NORTON PLANT 8 P. Laeated 
off Route 123 between Norton and Attleboro, 3 








African Violet Books 





THEONeX arene Baty ng Ld BOOK by Esther Gray- 
son just publish c, ~ better — Violets 
and make them ir home. = of culture 
and propagation. Pally illustrated $1. id. HYDRO- 
PONIC CHEMICAL COMPANY, Bor 8 97 Copley, Ohio 


BULBS FOR Aas DELIVERY, daffodils, ulipe iris, 
hyacinths and crocus. Send for our oe a offe: 


erous and for pl 
RIVER'S EDGE FLOWER FARM, Nuttall, 
County, Virginia 





Gloucester 





Business Opportunities 





BE A LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR. Make $20 to $60 a 
day, Start with smaller projects and work into larger 


ITE, Dept. FC-67, 310 8. 
Angeles 48, California 


Robertson Blvd., 





EARN MONEY in your spare time. Sell imported Holland 
Bulbs, Write for information. J. LEEGWATER & SONS, 
2809 Highway Avenue, Highland, Indiana. 





gees FOLIO ‘‘$5.000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited’ 

home—spare time! No merchandise, equipment. 100 
ater ~~~ pas businesses! HAYLINGS—FG 6, Carlsbad, 
Salifornia. 


HOME BUSINESS, earn money in sparetime, a natural 
for plant lovers. Instructions, $1.00. G. NASH CO., Box 
504, Sun Valley, California 


“HOME BUSINESS DIGEST” HAS SPARETIME 
moneymaking, income opportunities galore. Sample copy 
25¢. rs DONOVAN, 79 FG Greenbelt Lane. Levit- 
town. 


GROW HERBS AT HOME FOR FUN—profits. Millions 
$$ worth used yearly in food products, beverages. cosmetics, 
medicines, etc. Many you can make & market from home, 

y to grow, indoors or out. Successful Home Grower re- 
veals how he started in apartment—developed nationwide 
mail order business. Complete Illustrated Plans include 
25 Ways to — ane _— —_ $4.95—Mail 
check today. seeds. popular varieties. Mone 
back if 4 ‘aeltghted, HERBLAND. Dept. FG, 100 Sout 
Vermont, Los Angeles 4 














GROW ORCHIDS at home—profitable—fascinating. Year 
round, Maine te California. No Greenhouse. Successful 
home grower shows you how to provide proper temperature 
and air conditions in any well lighted room. Full details 
& real Orchid FREE. ORCHIDLAND, 100 So. Ver- 
mont, Los Angeles 4. 


Daylilies-Hemerocallis 





DAYLILY AND BEARDED IRIS price list offering 
quality plants, of outstanding varieties sent on request. 
M. T. YOUNG, Tallulah, Louisiana 


DR. STOUTS HYBRID DAYLILIES. 84 pioneer and dis- 
tinct daylily introductions during almost forty years of 
selentific breeding and critical evaluation by Dr. A. B. 
Stout at the New York Botanical Gardens. The story, the 
descriptive list and announcements of future Stout iptro- 
ductions in future years—for 25¢. FARR NURSERY CO., 
Box 3. Womelsdorf, Pa. 





LIQUIDATION SALE: Hundreds of the finest Daylily 
varieties known to commerce offered to you at tremendous 
savings. Send for catalog. GROVELAND GARDENS, 754 
North Shaffer Street, Orange, California 





FUOAves tee remain open 48 hours! Originators jas 
19D = for dime, — first order. PHILIP 0. 
BUCH, Rockaway, New Jersey 





Delphiniums 





WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum Seogstotive 
list and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, 
North Salem, Indiana 





Evergreens 





EVERGREENS, AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in baby 
sizes. Ornamental shrubs, trees, hollies. Send for free 
od catalog. GREEN RIDGE NU RSERY, Madison 4, 





Flamingo Plants 





WILL GROW OUT OF DOORS in semit 

Also satisfactory houseplant. Blooming size 

GREIS FLORAL COMPANY, 11110 So. 
Chicago, TL. 


ical climates. 
1.00 postpaid. 
Wallace St. 





MAKE BIG MONEY with unusual imports. Selling like 





African Violet Potting Soils 





STERILIZED POTTING SOIL made Le flaky jeetnete 
ones for a age ill pack. = 
t of Denver, 4 I 9 Ibs. $235, 13 ibe 's 4 

WINDO VER. Box ‘3083. ‘Branevitic, Indiana 


Sample, details 25¢. BAER, Andover 8, Mass. 





LARSEST AND OLDEST Pa SEED, Garden Supply, 


Flower Arrangers Supplies 





Allied Lines company in New Mexico needs 
= Sales Manager. This man must be thoroughly ex- 


GARETULLY SELECTED tt ng! for flower ar- 





perienced in buying. promoting and sellin: ng 
and must take full charge of the sales staff of five 

ly extra ambitious, go-getter need apply. Attenctive 
salary and bonus proposition. Send picture of yours a 


and corsages at lowest prices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE. FG-71, - 
thorne, New York 





complete outline of business experience 
first letter to; P.O. Box 462, Albuquerque. New Mexico. 





African Violet Supplies 





AFRICAN VIOLET SUPPLIES. Soil. pots. 
charcoal. labels, wicking. Complete line. 
ersey 


insecticides, 
e. NEIL 
MILLER, Penns Grove 2, New J 





SEL-KAPS give African Violets ee immunity against 
aes, Mealy Bugs, Red Spider. Aphids my seene- 
ing 


id. ORATORIES, 2077 Parkwood, 
Columbus 19, Ohio 





Agents Wanted 





CR SPOR NA SWEET SMELLING BEADS. Sensational 
sellers. Big profit for you. Particulars free. MISSION, 
2328BD. West Pico. Los Angeles 6, California 





Baby Evergreens 





orna- 
irons, 


BABY EVERCREENS, nm gg eng we 
zaleas. 
Suen Free. GIRARD 


mentals and Xmas tree stock. 
Flowering shrub, qs? 
BROS. NURSERY, Genera. 


Begonias 


AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 

THE BEGONIAN published monthly plus cultural bulletin 

and seeds to new members, $2.50. Address Dept. FG, 1415 
Torrance, Calif. 








Acacia Avenue, 





LEARN mawee ABGAROERERT & FLORISTRY. 


Studio FC-67, 310 8. Robertson Blvd., Los Angeles 48, 


California 





Cacti and Succulents 





CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS, Sig) quality, many new 
Kinds in 1957 illustrated Catalogue. 10¢ please. GATES 
CACTUS, INC., Box 247-A, Corona. California 


Garden Tractors 





eee cea GARDEN TRACTOR. Hoes between 

ts and rows, including strawberries. Eliminates hand 
9 Nothing else like this. Patent 2742840. Also tills. 
Fantastic offer to first few inquiries. AUTO HOE, Depere 
38, Wise. 





Geraniums 





234 CHOICE VARIETIES. Flowering Dwarf. Odd. Fanc 
leaved. Catalog 10c. HOLMES C. MILLER, 280 West 
Portola Avenue, Los Altos. Californi a 





“CACTUS—SUCCULENTS—How to Grow Them’ 64 
pages. profusely illustrated, 25¢. Free book list. CACTUS, 
132 West Union, Pasadena, California 





Cannas 





gannes. Old and 9 List. HAZEL MILHOAN, Rt. 1, 
x 640, Bossier City, La. 


YouR CHOICE, strong rooted cuttings, separace or as- 
sorted varieties. Zonals, Fancy Pansy and Ivy 
geraniums. Patmigentnas and hardy English Ivies. 12—$2.00 
—24—$3.00 Postpaid. Instruction & Fertilizer included. 
JACK HAASE GREENHOUSES, Pekin, Ill. 


SPECIAL OFFER: 10 Double or Single Zonals; 8 Ivy- 
leaf ; 8 Scentedleaf ; 6 Unusual; 6 Fancyleaf; 6 Lady Wash- 
ington; Each group or half any two $3.00 postpaid. Strong 

Plants labeled, each different. Catalog 10¢. COOK'S 
GERANIUM NURSERY, Sterling, Kansas 








Chrysanthemums 





PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: 48 plonte—20 
varieties—assorted types, unlabeled MRS. G. 
WOODS, Route 3, Box 35, Donalsonville, Ga. 


SHEEN’S, "s, Butterball. White, 
yellow. pink Doty’s. $5.00—100 rooted cuttings. HOLLEY’S 
NURSERY. 2109 - 21 Avenue, Gulf Port, Miss. 





Rohi , Amb 4, 





Gladiolus 





50 MIXED FANCY oe Be 1-1 inch size 
= 50 or og for $2.75 Pos J. WESTERHOVEN 
& SON, Rt. 1, Benton pny ae ich 





GLADIOLUS. Rainbow Collection. Introductory offer. 5 
large bulbs $2.50. 100 for $4.50 postpaid. Guaranteed 
blooms. ee GLADIOLUS GARDENS, Web- 
ster. N.Y. 





Bulbs 





BULBS FRO 


Corsage Making Supplies 





HOLLAND. Cotabes hundred 
lips, 


offering 
Hyacinths, C 


— is. rocuses 
. HEEMSKERK c/o P. Yan 


he ay of 
wi sent on 
helm. "Holland 


Deursen, Sassenhe! 
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THE = Corsage makin: 
Free illustrated catalog. 
Dept. Po. 70, Hawthorne, New Yo Yor! 


_waperiee are sive, 
Y BIDDLE’ SERVICE, 


Glads & Mums 





eee. Be gy | Beteets. $1.00. 50 blooming size 

iolus bulbs, $1.00. Extra nm f Chrysanthemums. 
o's 00. 3 collections, $2.50, All assorted, gorgeous colors— 
some New. Instructions. Postpaid. BURNETTE FG, As- 
sumption, Illinois | 


FLOWER GROWER 





Flower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 





Greenhouses 





PRE-FABRICATED GREENHOUSES, all sizes. Free 
standing or Lean-To type. Easy to erect. Low cost. Com- 
plete plans and details, write for catalogue 156, YOHO 
& HOOKER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngstown 1, Ohio, 





NOW YOU oy AFFORD A GREENHOUSE. Less than 
reenhous 


pygrtus beef 25 different bearded hybrids. $3.00 Un- 
labeled, postpa wa, Sots. THURMAN GARDENS, 
585-28th St., Ogden. 


TALL BEARDED IRIS—ON SORRESP—OSV0-05 Se, 
Send for free cnaiee (no color). Many bargains offered. 
Se ml GARDENS, Route 3, Box 6s. Escondido, 
alifornia 


1,000 sare VARIETIES; tall. intermediate, dwarf new 
and ol rare bargains, Free Catalogues—CARDINAL 
IRIS GARD NS, Hamilton, Indiana 











MOR-LITE 


$100 buys a x 12’ Sisalglaze use. Write now, 
GREENHOU SE COMPANY, 4229 Spr 
Avenue, Cincinnati 23, Ohio. 





Iris 





§1RIS—$12.50 super collection, Mary Randall, Palomino, 
Frances Craig, Truly Yours, Foxfire. $10.50 Pink collec- 
tion, Happy Birthday, vous Fair, Doliy, Var den, Cathe- 
dral Bells, Pastella, »_ Mi 

June Bride, Part: 

brick, Alternatives availa’ 

Better Hurry! GEORGE’ 3 Ths. Newberry, South Caroline, 





BARGAINS: Wastenes: Pagan Princess, Morning Blue, 
Harriet Thoreau, Golijen Ruffles, Easter onnet, Black 
Forest, Aladdin's Wish Brunhilde, Flamely, Lockwood 

Blue Shimmer, King’s Jester; Any —— $3.00 twelve 
$5.00. Pink Iris Free Catalog, color. ROE 
NURSERY 10371-F N. White Road, San Je0e, California 





CHOICE IRIS: Charmaize Be Cloud Cap $1. Q, En- 
raved $2.00, Oriental Glo 1.50, Paradise Pink $1.25, 
arty Dress $1.25, Real Gold $2.00, Solid Gold $2.00. Free 

List. BLOSSOM VALLEY GARDENS, Box 407, Cuper- 

tino, California 





FREE TECHNICOLOR—with collection 10 Iris—$2.50, 
Free NARANJA—with collection 10 daylilies—$2.50, Free 
Sens. TOM CRAIG, R. 4, Box 315, Escondido, 
alifornia 





15 yAmeriee Snows IRIS $2.00; 9 varieties Hemero- 
callis $2.00. beled 65¢ per p extra. Catalog free. 
L. FREUDENBURG. Battle Creek, Nebraska. 


FINE PERSIES—ORIE RT AL, | COPrtee.—sette R_ H. 
JONES, U, IND iginator “Dorothy J’’— 
of + al la * «Same Rose”, ete. Quality 





Plant Food 





TROPIC-GRO, a proven food created te | gy by our 

chemist, former ass't to TNobel Contains 

vital butrients (9-11-8) plus — xy ingredients 

ki 7 on t extra _— _— flowers, 

‘or lush growth, blooms. 

One $1.25. (2 4 $2. ad Ak wEAWATAN 
GARDENS. Box 297-F. Honolu 





10 DIFFERENT Seosen ey ! $8.00 value, 
$3.95 postpaid. Labe atalog. BLUE 
RIBBON IRIS GARDENS. ay r Rw Tilinois. 


ye 


Poinsettias 





Lawn Grasses 





cearresee pores (Z-52) Zoysia or Certified E ld 


POrmsarrea STOCK PLANTS, all vertetten, also Faney 

Crotons, Gardenia, Jasmine, —_—s assortment, 
Growing instructions, $3.50 dozen FOB Florida, PHILIP 
PATE, Kissimmee 10, Fla. 





prig 2.000 square feet $15.00 postpaid. 
NOMDAN's GRASS FARMS, Dept. FG, Abbeville, 
ma 


Primroses 





Movies—Slides—Stereos 





soe euaons CSvISS Saw teen! Slides! Stereos! 
rect talogs. Beautiful Flowers—Califernia, 
F rida, Wiillemebare, Natures Studies, Travel. 
COLONIAL, 247-R, Swarthmore, Pa. 


THE SPRING TON! 
haven’s famous, ha 
shadier parts of yout 4 


be LASTS ALL YEAR. Rw < 
silver-dollar Primroses be 


seer a viutterent as the 


and 
it presents). BARN HAVE? 





Myrtle 





MYRTLE (VINCA MINOR). Fifty nice well rooted plants 
postpaid. Hundred $9.00 postpaid. CHARL! K. 
EMEYER, Swann’s Wood, Hancock, Maryland 


Prize Awards 





PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 
and prtese, to THE HORNER PRESS, P.O. Box 85, Rut- 
ledge. 1. Co., Pennsylvania 





GIANT IRIS, Pink Cameo. Hellen McGregor, 
Graymist, Ran a em ¥ Flurry, Pink Satin, 
Ruffies, Casa Labeled, $3.50, 9 not Labeled 
$1.00. HOU STON ii HUGHES. Russellville, Alabama. 





HARDY BEARDED IRIS, oritestign ten different named 
varieties, Linebred wr colors, Metal tagged, July de- 
livery, Postpaid, $2.50. C. A. INS, 743 East 6th 
South, Salt Lake City, Utah. 





IRIS: 500 newer varieties Tall Bearded and 
way prices. Send for catalog. DIEHL’S GARDENS. 
Box 307-F, Alamo, California 





1RIS COLLECTION—Areus Pheasant, Helen Colli d 


Of Interest To Women 





SEW APRONS at home for stores. Easy, 
self-employment. Write: ADCO, Bastrop, 


$200. MONTHLY POSSIBLE, Sewing Babywear! Fast, 
easy; big demand! No house selling! Send Stamp, ad- 
dressed envelope. BABYGAY, Warsaw 101, Indiana 


fitable, home 
isiana 








Orchids 





Pinnacle, Pierre Menard, and Tranquility, $8.75 value for 
$5.00. Order early. Write for free catalogue. Many bar- 
gains. PRINCETON IRIS GARDENS, Box 182, Villa 
Park, Tlinois. 





1RIS-DAYLILIES. Send for our free catalog Hating covet 
800 world famous varieties. NORWOOD ARDENS. 
12043-9 Hallwood, El Monte, California. 


IRIS-DAYLILIES. Very attractive pren. Send today for 
our free listing and save. WALLA WALLA FLOWER 
FARM, Route 1B, Walla Walla, Washington. 


iRIS AND HEMEROCALLIS. Lar, 
plants of finest quality, reasonably priced 
upon request. ELZE 
Walla Walla, Washington. 


pars A ew ie Sat sereene 6 bonstion 2 different 
for $3.0 now. ipped July. W. H., 
CLOUGH, Box "298" “pitteneld, Pu ee Cat ialog. 


iRtIS SPECIALS—Mary Randall $5.00, Palamino, Inca 
Chief, Truly Yours, White Peacock, Majorette, June Sun- 
light, Violet Harmony, gd Bells, Memphis Belle, 
Storm —eeate ng $3.00 each. y Birthday, Blue Sap- 
d Gold, Frances crine Limelight Top Flight, 

Black —, Foxfire, Thotmes III, Vanity 
Fair, Oriental Glory, y Vai Kent, te 
Lembrick, Pastella, Porlssamohe $2.00 each. Maytime. 
Cloudcan, June Bride, Tbound, Party Dress, Ali Baba, 
Raspberry Ribben $1" a Pink Sensation, Pink 
Formal, Cherie, Blumobr, Accent, Pretty roon, Con- 
cerd Velvet, Color Carnival $1. 00° each, boe postage. Free 
list gow bargains. GEORGE’S IRIS, Newberry, South 
Carolina 


NOVELTY COLLECTION: Black Hills, Caroline Jane, 
. Late Show, —— Belle, Miss Christine, Palo- 








Ng pe 
‘ey rice ats 
ER'S GARDEN, 1 Bdgewood. 











Cap, © 
dance, Happy Birthday, Helen Col saswoed, 
ee Pacemaker, Starshine, Any 5 $7, = , 9 $11, 
PEERLESS COLLECTION: Blue .~ 7 Gold Soverei 
ohr, Love Story K 


Pi 
by ge ght ag “Waite Time. 
8 $6., . - di 15 


$10. 
wickEN's ARDEN, 1101-22nd Street, Knox- 
ville, +R. 


PINK IRIS—10 different labeled $5.00, 14 different un- 
labeled $5. pos’ Free catalog, many bargains. 
LAWSON GARDENS, Valley Conter, California 





WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T GROW L oneness? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder featuring ‘Black on cover; 

articles on all phases tag e seed to 
a corsages ; Seg Trepotting plants to propagating 
back Easy to understand. No technical double- 
talk. Your ‘Orenid Folder expands to make room for 
articles and listings sent periodically. DANIEL RYER- 
—— to GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Home- 
ste: 


BEAUTIFUL _SRERIDO-“Bertio plants for home and 
greenhouse. log request. HACIENDA DE 
BELLONA, 11720 Killtan, “El Monte, California 


£. Rig V1 blooming size Orchids 6.00 Express 
Ready to . Free list, Catalog pi 06. MOORES 
ORCHIDS. Box o. 757. Laredo, Texas. 


sk. SORTS SHOWY ORCHIDS (adult) $22.90. Airmailed. 
. BINA DIVI, Eight Mile, Kalimpong, India. 


BEGINNERS ) COLL egTiogs our spettelie. Many new 
varieties in list. Redwood potti mt, mix in any 
quantity. HOUSE "OF ORCHIDS, Poasten lains, N.J. 


Grow Qaomiss at home—profitable—fascinating. Year 
round. Maine to > No Greenhouse. Successful 


home grower shows 
and air fF conditions ta os any well li 
teal Orchid seeds FREE. ORC 
mont, Los Angeles 4. 


LEARN THE TRUTH ABOUT enone. —} t pa * owt fa 
prices for growing instructions er plants er 


ready to flower at $2. O° and $5.00. 
FRANKLIN W. GA MBLE. “Orehid Specialist, 62 Sheli 
Road, Mill Valley, California 


Orchid Cactus 

















LAND, 100 So. Ver- 





“~ 
in- 








Beernness O88... Serres. 10 Myotytiem 10 he 12” 
tings $3.00 postp Growing <= ions. ASH’'S 
RARE PLANTS, 123. Xo. 


Nopaly Santa Barbara, Calif. 





Oriental Poppies 


Seeds 





GIANT DOUBLE GERBERAS thrilling colours $15.00 
per 1, sunate Gerberas 96.00 per 1,000, See ye 


childiana $15.00 per 1000, and Rex Kos 

Fresh seeds. AIRMAILED FREE: Orchids, i "Bulbs 
list f free, UNIVERSAL BULB & PLANT NURSE 
Kalimpong, India 


ieeseteo ROYAL DUTCH HYBRID ADAGVLLIS 

SEED. If you don't like to buy expensive bulbs, buy » 

10- foe. 25-$2.25. § .25. 100-$8.00. Red. White, 
ange, and Salmon. Prepaid. We send _ instructions, 

J. LEEGWATER & SONS, Dept. D26, 2809 Highway 

Avenue, Highland, Ind. 








Sempervivums 





COLORFUL Aw 4 AND ee 12 varieties. Labeled 
repaid. $3.00. Over 100 vari “Make a Hobby of 
ardy Sempervivums.”’ MACPHERSON GARDENS. 2920 
Starr. Toledo, Ohio 








Gparis SAROEH— Oriental Poppies pnd Tree Peonies. 
Fine varieties Curtis introduct: Send for list. 
— GARDENS. 8810 Colerain Pike, Cincinnati 24, 





ast’s ny IRIS. 16 Varieties Beautiful Iris 
$0.50" valu og Catalog. BURNT H 
TRIS GARDENS. 24 Kingsley Road. “Burnt Hills, N.Y. 


1OR IRIS BUIZONES. New introductions, priced 
ph gee Pt tisfied customers. Free catalog. 





ht. Sa THE LOS 
THIS GARDENS, Rt. No. 2—Box 388F, Walla Walla, 
Washin ton. 


JUNE 1957 


Peonies 





TWO EARLY RED fernleaved peonies $3.95, . 45. 
Free species d and tree ea ATHs AR- 
DENS. Pest Liberty, Ohio 


Tea 





PLAN TO SERVE =, Famers “CONSTANT COM- 

MENT” Tea with Oram Ne a m your next club 
nea. eee rybody loves for 6-cup sample 
and list of shops to *R. c. BIGELOW INC. Mfg., 15 Mer- 
win Street, Dept. E, Norwalk, 





Trees & Shrubs 





TREES & SHRUBS. Ratse from seed f ihade, wind- 
break, ete. FREE oe af Cs price list. WOODLOT 
SEED CO., Norway 15. i 





ouR aaeweee A, cree," plan siubee—cotae species, 
ant: 


dwarfs, giants. s—catalog 25: 
trees for dwarfinny folder RARE PLANT “coun, 
Route 1, Box 155FG, Mill Valley, Calif. 





Violets 


VIOLETS—3 Fragrant e.. -- White; 4 
Giant Hetin, 


French ; ‘S 
Blue. Three Dollars Free Bu 
CAPITOLA VIOLET GARDEN, PCapitola, California. 








Water Lilies 





FREE: WATER LILY Catalog. 
planting instructions. How to build Winter care of 
tropica’ ea. Closed Sundays. VAN NESS WATER 
GARDENS, Rt. 1, Box 360 A, Upland, California. 


listings and 





Wildflowers 





AND FERNS, i 4 tats. to bri 
. Also ornamen for low-cost 
. WAKE ROBIN 
a 
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NOW-WHILE THEY'RE BLOOMING -IS THE 


Choose your favorites from the beauties now on dis play 
in gardens and at the flower shows; order the varieties you 


like best, at these special saving prices! 


“~. . 
ace ARDY, free-flowering Iris and Peo- 

“SAVE-HALF” SELECTION ee: 7 nies make the ideal foundation for 
This Peony offer good till July 1 only! - : a tne oe — 
Choose any $10 worth from fine selection “2 ; i, ; 2 & Pp - 
below for only $5; check varieties wanted, ann lternating with each other; their many 
(Min. order $5.) different shapes and colorings blend hap- 
C) CATHIE ANN : >» ply with other flowers ... . and-they 

fragrant deep rose-pink + ; grow more beautiful all the time since 
ELSA SASS, lovely white 1 ee SS en eo 

’ ’ & 
a winner at shows 2. . 
FANNY CROSBY, early ae of 
yellow, fades white “FOUR-STAR” — hae ml Fol 
FRANCES WHLLARD, large SELECTION Base your garden on hardy, 
blush-white marked carmine. . ; free-blooming perennia 4 
GRACE GEDGE, cream-white.... Cheers six, reg. $1 each, ONLY $4 ’ b . . . then you can sit back 
HARRY L. BURDEN, free- limited time; select and save and. enjoy year after year 
blooming light rose-pink (0 AMANDINE, large, "e of gorgeous blooms with 
HENRY WEBSTER, cool lemon-cream self s almost no care at all! 
fragrant large red BLUE VALLEY, large, ets 
LAURA TREMAN, large full-ruffied blue Whether you're a real “green thumber” or have 
blush of fine form CASCADE SPLENDOR, only a little time to spend in your garden, you 
MARY MOY, excellent pink-apricot-tan blend can rely on “Wild” Peonies and Iris to give you 
rose-pink Japanese peony. . CHANTILLY, large “year after year of striking, colorful blooms in 
MME. CLAUDE TAIN, ruffled orchid-pink | return for a very small investment and the 
a very fine white CHIVALRY, large minimum care. Order now—save more and 
MRS. J. H. NEELEY, blush- ruffled deep blue = gh more beauty in your garden for years 
° ’ 

white, greenish cast DESERT SONG, large oan Sota te Sone. 
MRS. WILDER BANCROFT, beautifully formed cream 
brilliant dark red Jap ELMOHR, huge red-violet 
MYRTLE GENTRY, fragrent, EXTRAVAGANZA, cream 
beautiful light pink and red-lavender bicolor 
OTTAWA, rich pink HELEN McGREGOR, large, 
PIERRE DESSERT, ruffled clear pale blue 
large, dark crimson LADY MOHR, oyster-white 
PRAIRIE KING, fragrant, and pale chartreuse 
brilliant light crimson NEW SNOW, lIge. ruf. white.... 
QUEEN OF HAMBURG, full, RANGER, large, 
bright gleaming pink dark crimson-red 
SHAWNEE CHIEF, brilliant SOLID MAHOGANY, 
dk. red; good cut flower large, dark crimson-red 
SOLANGE, creamy white SPANISH PEAKS, large, 
suffused buff & salmon ruffled well-substanced white.. 1.00 
TRINKET, dainty fluted ZANTHA, simply huge, 
white petals, yellow 2 § nk a clear brilliant yellow 


worth of peonies Reg. $6 cat. val., 
S above, ae ay & ANY my te and ppd. in $ 
ppd. in U. S., ut $ S., only 


Catchdliwife, new 1957 WIL curwins Real Now 


et. gh eul 
DEPT. FG 67, SARCOXIE, MISSOURI ° vig -* Ce f 














Outstanding varieties se- 
lected by Assn. of Iris 
Growers of America, reg. 
$1.50 each, now all five 
for $5! One each: 


ARGUS PHEASANT, 
Bright golden brown. 


MELODY LANE, 
Large golden-apricot. 


Reg. $7.50 cata- 
PIERRE MENARD, oa’ value, labeled 
S., 


New rich blue. & ppd. in U 


PINK SENSATION, 
Delicate true pink. 


PINNACLE; white 
standards, yellow falls. 


0 
0 
O 
O 
0 
O 
0 
O 
O 
0 
O 
0 
O 
Oo 
0 
0 
O 
0 
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a Erne 
AMERICA’S FINEST 

Please send items checked, shipping plants (0 “Save-Half” Peony Selection, 

at proper planting time: I enclose [] check as) marked ($10 worth PEONIES @ IRIS 


(10 Money Order for $ in full payment. 
(No C.0.D.’s, please.) 0 Pn vgn oy Selection, va- & DAYLILIES 
oR : Memes martes Gane. 6 Ver $4.) 64 FULL-COLOR PAGES, 


Os Iris of the Year’ Collec- over a thousand varieties, 
tion, all five for $5. at your fingertips: all fa- 

(“Prize Package’ Peony Col- mous “Wild” quality and 
lection, all five for $5. clearly described. Many 

("Dresden Doll” Dwarf tris ageetal bereety: effere: tay: 
Collection, all ten for $2.50. cluded. 


CUCATALOG ONLY, 25¢ (free Send 25¢ for catalog only, 
with order.) or receive it FREE WITH 
ORDER. 


























PHILIPPE RIVOIRE 


BEST TIME 10 CHOOSE 
PEONIES 


“PRIZE PACKAGE” Peony Collection 


PHILIPPE RIVOIRE, very bright, rich crimson, a fine show 
flower without stamens. Not huge but beautifully formed and 
of uniform soft, rich color. Fragrant. Regularly $2.00 


MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, very fine deep Therese-pink 
with extremely long cupped petals which enfold a real rose- 
bud center; keeps well. Gold Medal 1948. Regularly $2.00 


LILLIAN WILD, very large, delicate flesh-pink becoming white, 
a compact rose type. First Class Cert., 1950. Regularly $1.00 


° 








MINUET, very large, full rose type in pleasing light pink. 
Strong grower with stiff stems, foliage to ground; a grand 
cut flower with splendid keeping qualities. Regulerly $1.50 


THURA HIRES, large-petaled lovely and unusual white with 
heavy overlay of lemon-yellow, very yellow when opening. 
Regularly $1.50 


This “Prize Package” collection of five of the finest Peonies 
of all time gives you named varieties selected by experts for 
healthy foliage and exceptionally lovely blooms ... and at 
much less than the regular catalog price! Order now. 


\ 
Regular $8.00 catalog value, $ 
labeled and prepaid in U. S., only 


DWARF IRIS 
Our Famous “DRESDEN DOLL” 


Collection, Now 10 for $2.50 


True perfection in miniature! These lovely 
little Dwarf Iris grow o © 12” high, 
with dainty bl , uty 
yet they are hardy and prolific as 

i 


standard va t Early blooming; 
fect for rock gardens, border treatments 
and as accent plants 


Mixed Dwarf tris, $ 50 
pp. in U.S., only ‘ 


MRS. F. D. ROOSEVELT 
IT’S SO EASY TO ORDER... 


Just mark the collections you want on the handy coupon at 
left; if you also want selections above the coupon, check 
your varieties and mail entire page with filled-in coupon 
and vour remittance. Minimum order $4; no C.O.D’s. 


USE THE CONVENIENT COUPON PROVIDED AT THE LEFT 


Driving our way this year? The welcome mat is out for you! 
Stop in and see our fields of Daylilies, in bloom from May till 
frost: tris in bloom from May 5 to May 25; Peonies from May 
7 to May 31. 


DEPT. FG 67, SARCOXIE, MISSOURI 


Save $25 


roy muted az 


New 
Excelsior 
Giant 
Foxgloves 


—SO EASY AND INTERESTING TO GROW 


You'll get more enjoyment and satisfaction 


als 


out of your garden than ever before, with 
dozens of plants of each kind for less than 
buying just one! You can even get gorgeous 
new kinds not yet seen in many gardens. 
Growing Perennials from seeds gets more 
popular every year. See for yourself how 
easy it is—and save $25.00 or more. 


Here are the most popular kinds of hardy 


flowers, 


both perennials and _biennials, 


right at the ideal season to plant them: 


si ANY 5 PACKETS (Valve up to $2.25) 


noice! 


BABY’S BREATH, Double 46F32 
Airy sprays, dainty little double white 
flowers, June, July. Lovely mixed in 
bouquets. 3 ft. tall. 25c-Pkt. 

CARNATIONS, Super Giants 46°23 
Immense, double, intensely fragrant, 
delightfully fringed like the florists’. 
Mixed colors, all season. 40c-Pkt 

COLUMBINES, New McKana Giants46r04 
Extra large 4-in. flowers with long 
spurs, new colors. All-America win- 
ner (see below). 50c-Pkt. 

CORAL BELLS (Heuchera) 46F17 
More popular every year! Airy sprays 
of delightful dainty pink, rose, crim- 
son, white, June to Sept. 35c-Pkt. 

DELPHINIUMS, Giant Pacific 46F33 


Best-known tall giants, majestic 4- 
to 5-ft. spikes in June. Blue, lavender 
lilac, violet, white, mixed. S0Oc-Pkt. 
ENGLISH DAISIES, Double 46rF07 
Fairyland rosettes on dwarf plants, 
from early spring to fall. Children 
adore them. Mixed colors. 25¢-Pkt. 
FOXGLOVES, Excelsior Giants 46F25 


New, sensational! Larger flowers, all 
around stem—no ‘‘flat’’ side. Many 
colors, mixed. 4 ft. 50c-Pkt. 


HOLLYHOCKS, Fancy Double 46F3) 


Old-fashioned favorites poets write 
about. Exquisite large double flowers, 
mixed colors, 5 to 6 ft. stalks. 25e-Pkt. 


FREE 


Order 10 Pack- 
ets or more and 
select an extra 
Packet entirely 
FREE as our Gift 
to You. 


Plant 
Soon 
Order Today! 


W. Atlee Burpee Co., 252 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. 07 Clinton, lowa OT Riverside, Calif. 


Send postpaid by 


return mail the guaranteed Burpee 


Hardy Flower Seeds market, at only 20c per Pkt. 


(46F32—Baby’s Breath (25¢) 

(46F23—Carnations (40¢-Pkt.) 
(46 04—Columbines (50¢- Pkt.) 
(C46F17—Coral Bells (35¢-Pkt.) 
D46F33 
(D46F 07 
D46r25 
O46Fr31 


English Daisies (25¢) 
Foxgloves (50¢-Pkt.) 
Hollyhocks (25¢-I’kt.) 


Enclosed is $ 
(minimum order $1.90) 


Zon St 
(C0 Send Burpee’s 1957 Fall Bulb Renin FREE. 


Deiphiniums (50¢-Pkt.) 0 


O4er4s4 


Oriental Poppies (35¢) 


C46F48—Painted Daisies (25¢) 


O46F34 
C46F38 
46F 41 
CH6FI5 
“M6F 43 
}46F 24 


I have ordered 10 or more and 
marked | extra Packet FREE 


Shasta Daisy (5 


Primulas (25¢-Pkt.) 
Russell Lupines (25¢) 
Scabiosa (35¢-Pkt.) 

5¢) 

Sweet William (25¢-IPkt.) 
Violas (25¢-Pkt.) 


You'll 


prize 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


EXTRA SAVINGS—All you want at only 20¢ each 5 
instead of regular prices printed below; you may 
order more than one Pkt. of a kind if desired. 


Minimum Order $1.00 
ORIENTAL POPPIES, All Colors 46F44 


Huge gorgeous blooms in fiery reds 
and loveliest pinks, mixed. Long stiff 
stems 3 ft. tall. May, June. 35ce-Pkt. 


PAINTED DAISIES (Pyrethrum) 4or4s 
Dainty, richly colored. Many lovely 
shades mixed; May, June. Fern-like 
foliage, always attractive. 25¢e-Pkt. 


PRIMULAS, Giant Polyanthus 46F34 
Very large flowers in clusters, mixed 
colors, some ‘‘eyed”’, some gold-laced. 
Early spring, 6 to 9 in. 25c-Pkt. 


RUSSELL LUPINES 4or38 
The showy English kind, a sensation 
everywhere. Gorgeous spikes, dramat- 
ic colors, stems 3 ft. tall. 25e-Pkt. 


SCABIOSA, Giant Hybrids 46F4) 
Exquisite blues, deepest ultramarine 
to palest lavender, silvery white. 1% 


to 2 ft., June to Sept. 35c-Pkt. 
SHASTA DAISIES, Floradale 46F15 


Huge pure white flowers with hun- 
dreds of fancy quilled, shaggy petals 
n June and July. 2% ft. 35c-Pkt. 


SWEET WILLIAM, Double 46F43 
Large gorgeous flowerheads, way 
ahead of older kinds. Mostly double 
flowers. All colors mixed. 25¢-Pkt. 


VIOLAS (Tufted Pansies) 46F24 
Large blooms with cherubic faces in 
rainbow hues, ruby red to deep violet, 
and sa@w white. All summer. 2S5e-Pkt. 


FREE DIRECTIONS 
FOR PLANTING AND CARE 


BURPEE’S 


Fall Bulb 
Catalog 


beautiful Free Catalog- 


Write 


this 
Today! 


illed with gorgeous natural color photos 
of Tulips, Daffodils, Hyacinths, Crocus, etc. 
All Bulbs are of the very Highest Quality. 
Choicest kinds for a breathtaking display! 
your guide 


Giant Pacific Delphinium 


<4 McKana’s Giant Columbines 


The All-America Bronze Medal 
Winner that has eclipsed all 
other Columbines in wonderful 
colors, huge flowers, vigorous 
plants. 2/2 ft. Plants now be- 
ing sold by some nurseries at 
$1.00 each. Take advantage of 
Burpee’s Special Seed Offer 
right away—and grow your own. 


to treasures of spring beauty 


252 Burpee Building, at nearest city 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 





